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priest with a penchant for evolutionary 
biology, Father S.J. O’Gould, S.J., is, Alcorn 
says, a “caricature by inversion” of the late 
Agassiz professor of zoology, Stephen Jay 
Gould. The model for Wainscott’s Afri-
can-American chaplain, Reverend Alfie 
Lopes, can only be Plummer professor of 
Christian morals Peter Gomes, minister in 

the Memorial Church. And the “ubiqui-
tous lawyer” Ariel Dearth, the “Leona von 
Beaut Professor of Situational Ethics and 
Litigation Development” at Wainscott’s 
law school, may remind some of another 
attorney who shares his initials, Frank-
furter professor of law Alan Dershowitz.

The plots, even for whodunits, are as 

unconventional as the academic setting. 
Pharmacological researchers invent an 
aphrodisiac so powerful that villains turn 
it to homicidal ends; its menace surfaces 
upon the discovery that two faculty col-
leagues, united only by mutual loathing, 
have perished via fatal copulation. A cult-
ish fellowship of anthropologists becomes 

Radical changes are occurring in what 
democratic societies teach the young, and 
these changes have not been well thought 
through. Thirsty for national profit, na-
tions, and their systems of education, are 
heedlessly discarding skills that are need-
ed to keep democracies alive. If this trend 
continues, nations all over the world will 
soon be producing generations of useful 
machines, rather than complete citizens 
who can think for themselves, criticize 
tradition, and understand the signifi-
cance of another person’s sufferings and 
achievements. The future of the world’s 
democracies hangs in the balance.

What are these radical changes? The 
humanities and the arts are being cut 
away, in both primary/secondary and col-

lege/university education, in virtually every 
nation of the world. Seen by policy-mak-
ers as useless frills,…they are rapidly los-
ing their place in curricula, and also in the 
minds and hearts of parents and children. 
Indeed, what we might call the humanistic 
aspects of science and social science—the 
imaginative, creative aspect, and the as-
pect of rigorous critical thought—are also 
losing ground as nations prefer to pursue 
short-term profit by the cultivation of the 
useful and highly applied skills suited to 
profit-making.

…We are pursuing the possessions 
that protect, please, and comfort us—
what [Rabindranath] Tagore called our 
material “covering.” But we seem to be 
forgetting about the soul, about what it is 

for thought to open out of the soul and 
connect person to world in a rich, subtle, 
and complicated manner; about what it 
is to approach another person as a soul, 
rather than as a mere useful instrument 
or an obstacle to one’s own plans; about 
what it is to talk as someone who has a 
soul to someone else whom one sees as 
similarly deep and complex.

The word “soul” has religious conno-
tations for many people, and I neither in-
sist on these nor reject them. …What I 
do insist on, however, is what both Tagore 
and [Bronson] Alcott meant by this word: 
the faculties of thought and imagination 
that make us human and make our rela-
tionships rich human relationships, rather 
than relationships of mere use and manip-

ulation. When we meet in society, if 
we have not learned to see both self 
and other in that way,…democracy is 
bound to fail, because democracy is 
built upon respect and concern, and 
these in turn are built upon the ability 
to see other people as human beings, 
not simply as objects.

Given that economic growth is so 
eagerly sought by all nations, espe-
cially at this time of crisis, too few 
questions have been posed about the 
direction of education, and, with it, 
of the world’s democratic societies. 
With the rush to profitability in the 
global market, values precious for the 
future of democracy, especially in an 
era of religious and economic anxiety, 
are in danger of getting lost. 

In India, where she has conducted research, and in the United 
States, where she teaches, Martha C. Nussbaum finds increas-
ing emphasis being placed on the skills required by any modern 
democracy to sustain “a strong economy and a flourishing busi-

ness culture”—but at the expense of humanistic 
education to “promote a climate of responsible and 
watchful stewardship and a culture of creative in-
novation,” as spelled out in this excerpt from the 
first chapter of Not for Profit: Why Democracy Needs 

the Humanities (Princeton, $22.95). Nussbaum, JF ’74, Ph.D. ’75, 
RI ’81, is Freund Distinguished Service Professor of law and eth-
ics in the University of Chicago’s philosophy department and in 
its law and divinity schools.
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