
in its capitalist flowering at the beginning 
of the last century the roots of its new 
economic efflorescence.

Kirby reviewed the government’s suc-
cess in building infrastructure and the 
dynamism of Chinese entrepreneurs. He 
highlighted the remarkable expansion 
of Chinese higher education—“a great 
and welcome challenge to American 
universities”—and raised the critical is-
sue of academic governance: the degree of 
autonomy granted to institutions, public 
and private, to pursue their “broader pub-
lic purpose” of educating leaders for the 
future—a mission, he said, that two “not-
quite-democratic institutions,” Harvard 
and China, pursue together.

Looking ahead, Kirby foresaw a cen-
tury “for all of us, in a world of shared 
aspirations and common problems.” In 
the past, he said, “We used to say about 
the Chinese-American relationship, in so 
many areas, that we were tong chuang yi meng 
(sleeping in the same bed, while dreaming 
different dreams).…We are without ques-
tion now, together, embedded in a global 
system of learning and teaching…from each 
other, as never before, and sharing many, if 
not all, of the same dreams” tangibly in the 
Harvard Center Shanghai.

One of Kirby’s themes—acknowledge-
ment of China’s development, but frank 
recognition of past costs and continuing 
challenges—sounded throughout the day. 
In “Architecture and Urbanism,” GSD 
dean Mostafavi, as moderator, asked the 
panelists how India and China could 
cope with their “phenomenal process-
es of urbanization”—prompting ex-
pressions of concern about pell-mell 
construction of trophy skyscrapers 
without regard for livable com-
munity (evident in the immediate 
environs of Pudong) and about 
the loss of historic structures and 
farmland.

Carswell professor of East 
Asian languages and civiliza-
tions Peter K. Bol and profes-
sor of Chinese literature Tian 
Xiaofei asked, “Who Cares 
about Chinese Culture?”—
i l l u m i n a t i n g  t h e  ways 
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discussions and other presentations during the Harvard Center 
Shanghai events

 1920 The University’s Endowment 
Fund campaign earns an unprecedented 
$8 million in receipts and another $4 
million in pledges, prompting President 
Lowell to speak of an annus mirabilis in 
Harvard finances. 

 1925 A survey of seniors’ career 
plans indicates that only 9 percent plan 
to follow their fathers’ occupations, and 
that their top choices are business (21 
percent), medicine (15 percent), and 
teaching and law (10 percent each), with 
the ministry at the bottom (0.6 percent). 

 1940 A poll of seniors for the 1940 
class album reports that 52 percent an-
ticipate a life “characterized by possible 
social and cultural turmoil, crisis, and 
catastrophe”; 56 percent feel the New 
Deal “should be either halted and aban-
doned or curtailed and modified”; and 
18 percent believed Western culture is 
declining—though one man writes, “I 
don’t know—will have to wait until the 
next Marx Bros. picture comes out.”  

 1945 An estimated 12,000 people 
fill Tercentenary Theatre just after noon 
on May 8 for a 15-minute “service of re-
membrance and thanksgiving” in honor 
of V-E Day. 

 1955 Seniors are relieved when Civil 
Defense officials declare the University 
area exempt from a nationwide hydro-
gen bomb test-alert scheduled for Com-
mencement morning. “The news brought 
welcome reassurance that H still stands 
first for Harvard, second for Hydrogen.” 

 1970 After the U.S. invasion of Cam-
bodia, and the shooting of fellow stu-
dents at Kent State, nearly 1,000 Harvard 
students travel to Washington to protest. 

 1975 The Class Day committee, af-
ter being turned down by comedians Bill 
Cosby and Mel Brooks, finds its speaker 
in Muhammad Ali. He not only accepts 
the offer, but announces that he is “waiv-
ing his usual $3,000 speaker’s fee in view 
of the honor of the occasion.” 

 1980 “The College Pump,” quoting 
from a weekly publication of the Fresh-
man Dean’s Office, reports that “[i]n 
recent weeks there have been several 
‘food fights’ in the Union…This has to be 
cleaned up by the Union help who were 
not hired to be extras in a freshman ap-
ing of Animal House. So cut it out.” 

 1990 The 103-year-old Harvard Law 
Review gains its first black president, Barack 
Obama, who calls his election “a signal to 
black students at all levels that they can still 
achieve, although ‘discriminatory barriers 
remain formidable and there are tremen-
dous educational problems, particularly for 

the poor….’” 
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