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formidable costs of aggressive new cam-
pus development.)

One parcel critical for future concentrat-
ed campus development is closer to Har-
vard control. Just before Christmas, Boston 
authorities approved a plan to replace the 
Charlesview housing project, at the corner 
of North Harvard Street and Western Ave-
nue, with new units at a University-owned 
parcel farther down Western Avenue. Har-
vard’s prospective purchase of the existing 
site will help defray the costs of building 
the new housing, while securing a key site 
at the center of the Allston campus expan-
sion—when and as it occurs.

These decisions may not have surprised 
the Allston community, but they did pose 
new challenges. Residents have participat-
ed in hundreds of hours of meetings with 
Harvard and Boston officials in the past 
several years, as plans have been drafted 
and revised. Faust’s letter addressed “prop-
erty stewardship and community engage-
ment” and “campus planning and greening.” 
For the former, she wrote, Harvard will 
make more of the buildings it owns avail-
able for re-leasing, to bring life back to lo-
cal streets. Rentals proceeded slowly when 
Harvard offered short lease terms (one to 
five years); it will now offer 10-year leases 
on up to 100,000 square feet 
of space—an indication, 
of course, that their use for 
Harvard-related redevelop-
ment is now much longer 
off in the future. “Greening” 
involves landscaping, tree 
planting, and completion of 
a park behind the Allston 
public library branch. In 
mid January, as an ame-
nity, Harvard erected an 
indoor skating rink on 
Western Avenue for free 
community use through 
the end of March.

Whatever disappoint-
ments the December an-
nouncement may cause, 
it reflects new circum-
stances. Private or non-
University institutional 
investment may advance 
some uses of Harvard’s 
landholdings in Allston 
faster than the Univer-
sity can now afford to do 
on its own.

 1920  The editors express hope that 
an “overalls movement”—“the cultiva-
tion of a spirit of moderation in this pe-
riod of lavish expenditure”—that seems 
to have gained headway in other colleges 
will spread at Harvard as a way to end its 
reputation as a “rich man’s college.” 

 1930 The Flying Club bests 13 other 
college clubs to win the first Loening Tro-
phy for intercollegiate flying, for making 
the greatest advance in aeronautics. 

* * *
“Prohibition is becoming more and more 
of a national and inescapable issue,” re-
ports the Bulletin. A straw poll of 14 
col leges reveals 64 percent of under-
graduates imbibe alcohol. At Harvard, 78 
percent of students reported drinking; at 
Yale, 71 percent; but “Princeton polled 
the wettest vote,” at 79 percent. 

 1940 President Conant leaves for a 
month’s visit to the West Coast—“one 
of many recent indications,” note the ed-

itors, “that Harvard aspires to rid itself of 
any charge of provincialism….The edu-
cational as well as the population center 
of the country is moving westward.” 

 1945 The 10,800-ton cargo ship SS 
Harvard Victory is launched, carrying a 
working library for use of the crew as a 
gift from the University. 

 1950 Responding to a poll conduct-
ed by the United Press, Secretary to the 
University David M. Little ’18 agrees that 
current undergraduates are in many ways 
superior to those of a decade or so ear-
lier: “There’s no question…that these 
1950 boys are more mature, alert, and 
serious-minded…The GIs who returned 
to college had a tremendous influence 
in spreading their habits of hard work 
among the student body.”  

 1970 Nearly 3,000 rioters battle 
police for more than four hours in Har-
vard Square, in what one official calls 

“the worst civil distur-
bance in Massachusetts 
history.” Many demon-
strators have come 
from a peaceful antiwar 
rally on Boston Com-
mon, but police eventu-
ally employ tear-gas and 
nightsticks to curb the 
crowd. Damage to more 
than 40 local businesses 
from fire, broken win-
dows, and looting ex-

ceeds $100,000. 

 1975 As the econo-
my worsens, the Office 
of Career Guidance re-
ports a surge of inter-
est in banking. “Banking 
was a dirty word a few 
years ago, but somehow 
it seems that if anything 
is going to survive Ar-
mageddon it’ll be Chase 
Manhattan,” writes Un-
dergraduate columnist 
Paul K. Rowe ’75. 
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