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M o n t a g e

The Idea of Justice, by Amartya Sen, 
Lamont University Professor (Harvard, 
$29.95). The Nobel Laureate explores 
philosophical notions of the 
“just society,” motivated, as 
ever, not just by theoretical 
reasoning, but by the search 
for applications to (and ap-
preciation of) different societ-
ies, their conceptions of what 
is just, and the “advancement 
or retreat” of what is just.

1688:  The First Modern 
Revolution, by Steve Pincus, 
Ph.D. ’90, JF ’94 (Oxford, $35). 
A sweeping reinterpretation 
of England’s Glorious Revolu-
tion—embracing foreign policy, religious 
culture, and political economy—that ar-
gues for its status as the first modern, 
truly transformative revolution. The au-
thor is a professor of history at Yale.

The Modern Period: Menstruation in 
Twentieth-Century America, by  Lara 
Freidenfelds ’94, Ph.D. ’03 (Johns Hopkins, 
$60). An examination of middle-class mo-
res and modernity through close study 
of menstrual products and practices. Il-
lustrated by advertising and instructional 
materials—for instance, a Kimberly-Clark 
pamphlet instructing girls to take walks 
but not to hike or jump rope during their 
periods.

The Hardest Questions Aren’t on 
the Test: Lessons from an Innovative 
Urban School, by Linda F. Nathan, Ed.D. 
’95 (Beacon Press, $25.95). A practical 
discussion of teaching, race, the achieve-

ment gap, and more, by the found-
ing principal of the Boston Arts 
Academy.

Genius of Common Sense, 
written and illustrated by Glenna 
Lang and Marjory Wunsch, M.A.T. 

’65, M.Arch. ’74 (Godine, $17.95). A 
young-readers’ introduction to Jane Ja-
cobs and the revolution in urban planning 

effected by The Death 
and  L i fe  o f  Grea t 
American Cities.

The Virgin War-
rior, by Larissa Juliet 
Taylor, A.L.B. ’81 (Ox-
ford, $35). A life of 
Joan of Arc as elec-
trifying leader, in the 
context of her times, 
by an associate pro-
fessor of history at 
Colby College.

Engineering Invention, by Frederick 
Dalzell, Ph.D. ’93 (MIT, $30). A lively busi-
ness history of Frank Sprague, Edison col-
league and competitor and serial innova-
tor, who pioneered inventions that led to 
electric railroads, elevators, and more.

A Fiery Peace in a Cold War: Ber-
nard Schriever and the Ultimate 
Weapon, by Neil Sheehan ’58 (Ran-
dom House, $35). A sweeping history of 
the Cold War, nuclear deterrence, and 
the development of the intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile, by the Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist who obtained the 
Pentagon Papers.

Nerds on Wall Street: Math, Ma-
chines, and Wired Markets, by David 
J. Leinweber, Ph.D. ’77 (Wiley, $39/95). It 
takes an applied-math doctorate to un-
veil the technologies and algorithms that 
drive modern Wall Street. Not always 

easy reading, but leavened with humor:  
a derivatives-driven program used by 
Fannie Mae is described as “a divining 
rod…held by a suicide bomber.”

Sowing the Seeds of Character, by 
Judd Kruger Levingston ’86 (Praeger, 
$44.95). A rabbi and educator, the au-
thor addresses the challenges of and 
techniques for conducting the moral 
education of adolescents, in public or 
private schools—recognizing that this 
is a fundamental part of their mission, 
whether conducted explicitly or only 
implicitly.

American Chinatown: A People’s 
History of Five Neighborhoods, 
by Bonnie Tsui ’99 (Free Press, $25). A 
journalistic exploration, from the old-
est (San Francisco) to the biggest (New 
York) and beyond (Los Angeles, Hono-
lulu, Las Vegas).

Inventing Equal Opportunity, by 
Frank Dobbin, professor of sociol-
ogy (Princeton, $35). In this closely re-
searched work, Dobbin argues that cor-
porate personnel managers and norms 
defined the policies and procedures that 
have come to govern hiring, promotion, 
and firing—and thus defined discrimina-
tion. Legislation and litigation, he argues, 
merely followed, codifying what have be-
come ever-widening affirmative-action 
and diversity practices.

Strength in What Remains:  A Jour-
ney of Remembrance and Forgive-
ness, by Tracy Kidder ’67 (Random 
House, $26). Kidder follows the pilgrim-
age of Deogratias Niyizonkiza, A.M. ’02, 
from genocide in Burundi through camp-
ing out in Central Park, making his way 
through Columbia to the Harvard School 
of Public Health, and back to his native 
land to provide care to his impoverished 
community.

O f f  t h e  S h e l f
Recent books with Harvard connections

felt he could learn. Son jarocho, which comes 
from Veracruz on the Gulf of Mexico, is 
probably the best known outside Mexico 
because of the international popularity of 
the 1958 Ritchie Valens hit “La Bamba,” an 
adaptation of a local folk song.

Son Huasteco, from northeastern Mexico, 

is music for dancing. “The meter never 
changes,” Wax says, “and when people 
hear it, their feet start moving into a hua-
pango—there is no excuse not to dance.” 
The singing is tricky, because the melodies 
lie high and require acrobatic leaps into 
falsetto. The fiddle-driven son calentano, 

from southern Mexico’s Tierra Caliente, 
also requires dancing but of a more so-
phisticated kind, because the interlock-
ing rhythms are more complex; a pair of 
dancers usually performs a foot-clicking 
zapateado on a platform alongside the mu-
sicians. Though the names of many son 
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