
In 1988 Durang (left) joined with actor/
singer friends Sherry Anderson and John 
Augustine for a tongue-in-cheek night-
club act, “Chris Durang and Dawne.” 
Durang opened the show by declaring 
that he’d started to find playwriting too 
hard, and so was becoming a lounge 
singer. He claimed that he and his back-
up group, Dawne, had been touring the 
country singing “at Ramada Inns and 
convention centers everywhere, it’s been 
horrible.” The three performed the act 
many times in the next eight years, and 
shared a Bistro Award in 1995.
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Sigourney Weaver and 
Durang in their 1979-80 
Brecht-Weill cabaret act, 
Das Lusitania Songspiel.
They entered in a red wagon, 
parodying the opening of  
the Brecht-Weill opera The 
Rise and Fall of the City 
of Mahagonny, in which 
American capitalists enter in 
a wagon on a search for gold.  
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Elizabeth Franz, in the 
title role of  Durang’s 1980 
play Sister Mary Ignatius 
Explains It All for You,
lays out some Roman 
Catholic cosmology. 
Franz and Durang both 
won Obie awards.
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The opening wedding-
party tableau of  Durang’s 
1985 play The Marriage of 
Bette and Boo. Durang (in 
the foreground as Matt) 
essentially played himself. 
He and director Jerry 
Zaks won Obie awards, 
and the 10-person cast 
won that year’s Obie for 
ensemble acting.
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Rosetta Stone. The fastest and 

easiest way to learn                . 

One day, his son would 

speak to the world.

He wanted them 

to understand.
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