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Aloian Scholars 
Amanda fields ’09, of Lowell House
and Vista, California, and John She∞eld
’09, of Pforzheimer House and Fayette-
ville, North Carolina, are this year’s David
Aloian Memorial Scholars. They will be
honored at the fall dinner of the Harvard
Alumni Association in October. The
scholarships, established in 1988 in honor
of the late David Aloian, a former HAA
executive director and master of Quincy
House (1981-86), and his wife, Mary
“Mimi” Aloian, are awarded to two se-
niors who have made unique contribu-
tions to their Houses and to undergradu-
ate life.

As an elected sophomore representa-
tive and events-committee cochair for the
Lowell House committee, Fields has
helped organize many social gatherings,
including two large formals, alcohol-al-
ternative events, panel discussions, movie
screenings, and cultural programs. Be-
sides working on the first-ever o≠-cam-
pus retreat held to help student leaders
form an overall vision for the House, she
initiated a student survey to better gauge
whether current House activities were
truly meeting community needs. 

She∞eld views House life as “a valuable
reprieve from the routine and responsibil-
ity of the daily grind,” and has worked
hard to ensure that activities at Pforz-
heimer build informal social ties that pro-
mote House cohesion, rather than merely
bolster résumés or foster competition. He
has been instrumental in organizing many
initiatives, including the popular House
chili cooko≠ for the Harvard-Yale tailgate
party. He has also served as a floor prefect,
attended every House Committee meet-
ing, and presided as PfoHo “War Minis-
ter” during an inter-House tournament of
the board game Risk. 

Hiram Hunn Awards
Six alumni will receive this year ’s
Hiram S. Hunn Memorial Schools and
Scholarships Awards, presented by the
Harvard College O∞ce of Admissions and
Financial Aid. Hunn ’21 recruited and in-
terviewed prospective students for more
than 55 years in Iowa and Vermont; this
year’s winners, who are recognized for
their work on schools and scholarships
committees worldwide, have collectively
performed more than 192 years of service.
They are to receive their awards at an Oc-
tober 17 ceremony. 

Elinor Bernstein Balka
’62, of Forest Hills, New
York. Balka first inter-
viewed for Radcli≠e Col-
lege in Washington, D.C.,
in the late 1960s, then car-
ried her experience to
New York City. She also
promotes the Harvard Fi-
nancial Aid Initiative in

high schools that have had few, if any, ap-
plicants to the College over the years. 

Jonathan Baskin ’61, of
San Marino, California.
Having served the admis-
sions o∞ce as an inter-
viewer in Southern Cali-
fornia for nearly three
decades, Baskin is a cur-
rent cochair of his local
schools and scholarships
committee, through which he helps over-
see more than 700 alumni interviewers in
the Los Angeles area. He still takes great
pleasure in the “exuberance and joy of ad-
mitted applicants as they describe their

reaction to getting the
big news.” 

Deborah Gelin ’79,
M.B.A. ’83, of Washing-
ton, D.C. Gelin began in-
terviewing applicants in
New York City shortly
after finishing business

school; since 1989, she has continued that
service in the Washington area. Her
nephews and niece are current Harvard
undergraduates and, she notes, “future
interviewers, whether they know it or
not.” 

Philip Koch ’78, of Bel-
laire, Texas. Koch “learned
the ropes” through his
early interviewing experi-
ences in Los Angeles, and
even recruited interna-
tional candidates while
working for a year in
Malaysia. Since 1995 he

has served Harvard in the Houston area,
which has seen a rapid rise in applicants;
he is a current committee cochair. Koch,
who is also co-secretary of his class, says
he expresses a≠ection for Harvard by giv-
ing what he values the most: his time.

Stanley E. Niebruegge
’50, of Franconia, New
Hampshire. For nearly
four decades, Niebruegge
has encouraged and in-
terviewed applicants,
and in recent years has
focused on those from the
St. Paul’s School, in Con-
cord. He marvels at the quality of the stu-
dents who apply, and trusts that Harvard
will continue to attract “these hopefuls
with their infinite variety.” 

Elsie Wilson Thomp-
son ’72, of Charlottesville,
Virginia. Three decades
ago, Thompson was men-
tored in schools commit-
tee work while living in
the Houston area; since
1984, she has shared her
wisdom with interview-
ers in her current hometown. Because
Texas and Virginia both have excellent
state-university systems, Thompson has
enjoyed the challenge of wooing talented
students for this private college in “chilly
New England.” 
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Memorial for Henry C. Moses

Alumni, faculty, staff, and friends are invited to remember Henry C. Moses, dean of

freshmen at Harvard College from 1977 to 1991, who died on April 16, at a service in

Memorial Church on September 19 at 2:30 p.m. A reception will follow.

Comings and Goings

Harvard clubs offer a variety of social

and intellectual events, especially dur-

ing the academic year. For information

on club programs for the coming fall,

contact your local club directly, call the

HAA at 617-495-3070, or visit www.-

haa.harvard.edu.




