
tant conductor John Kapusta ’09, who
opened the concert by leading a fiery per-
formance of Brahms’s Tragic Overture, is also
a baritone who had won the orchestra’s an-
nual concerto competition by singing the
Mahler songs. For this unprecedented
double-header, Kapusta got a night o≠ from
his usual duties in the trumpet section—al-
though he did write his own program note,
urging the audience not to read program
notes. Before and after both performances,
audience and orchestra members greeted
him like a rock star with whoops, whistles,
cheers, and the stomping of feet.

“I want to focus on singing,’’ says Ka-
pusta, “but in an ideal future I would like
to both sing and conduct. Singers are al-

ways being told to ‘Sing this like a violin’—
and violinists are told you have to play like
a singer. I am trying to take advantage of
this opportunity to experience music from
every side. To learn how an orchestra
works, what to expect, is an informative,
fulfilling, and invaluable experience.”

Many alumni agree, demonstrating
their a≠ection through the Harvard Pier-
ian Foundation—which came into being
in 1962 when the orchestra was stranded
while on tour in Mexico and turned to
alumni for help. Former bassoonist Mary
Ellen Moir ’79, who now works in the
software industry, has spent more than 20
years on the foundation’s board. “We
meet regularly and support the orchestra
both monetarily and with good advice,”
she says. “I wish I could say that I played
the bassoon more than once or twice a
year,” she adds. “But if you play music,
you can enjoy it all the more when you lis-
ten to it. There are so many things a life-
long love of music can do for you.”

Knafel professor of music Thomas For-
rest Kelly, an ex o∞cio member of the foun-
dation, emphasizes the HRO’s importance
not only to individual players and alumni,
but also to the University and the commu-

nity that surrounds it.
“There are several or-
chestras and many other
musical organizations at
Harvard that exist at
di≠erent levels and for
di≠erent reasons,” he
says. “What the HRO
does is stand at the top
of the pyramid, because
of its history, its size, and
the commitment it re-
quires of its members.
No matter how talented
they are, [its] members
are willing to…invest an
enormous amount of
time working together
to achieve a high technical and artistic level;
the orchestra inserts the students into
something beyond themselves. The result is
that the HRO has a developed a substantial
following at Harvard and in the commu-
nity.…It represents a major way that Har-
vard greets and serves the community. And
that’s a great thing.”

Richard Dyer, A.M. ’64, wrote about classical
music for the Boston Globe for 33 years.
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Yeltsin: A Life, by Timothy J. Colton, Feld-

berg professor of government and Russian

studies (Basic Books, $35).A monumental

biography of the flawed, but democratic,

Russian president.

Mean and Lowly Things: Snakes, Science,
and Survival in the Congo, by Kate Jack-

son, Ph.D. ’02 (Harvard, $27.95).A journal

from an amphibian- and reptile-collecting

expedition in swamp forests, sans anti-

venom (no refrigeration). The au-

thor was profiled

in this magazine’s

March-April 2006

issue.

Life in the Balance,
by Thomas Graboys,

clinical professor of

medicine, and Peter

Zheutlin (Union Square

Press, $19.95). Graboys, a

cardiologist, recounts his life

with Parkinson’s disease and

dementia—when the “rush of

feeling able-bodied” comes

only in dreams.

Richard Rorty: The Making of an Ameri-
can Philosopher, by Neil Gross, assistant

professor of sociology (University of

Chicago, $32.50). An academic life and

analysis of the controversial public

philosopher, whose final illness last year

kept him from receiving an honorary de-

gree at the 2007 Commencement.

Trespassers Will Be Bap-
tized, by Elizabeth Han-

cock ’00 (Center Street/-

Hachette, $21.99). Han-

cock,who grew up Bap-

tist in eastern Ken-

tucky, offers an “unordained memoir of a

preacher’s daughter,” complete with 25-

cent baptism stands and “cleansings” of “the

Sinful, the Embarrassing, the Tacky, and the

Used-Up” (yard sales).

Music, Language, and the Brain, by

Aniruddh D. Patel, Ph.D. ’96 (Oxford,

$59.95). Patel, a neuroscientist, argues that

instrumental music and language are

processed similarly in the brain, offering

common paths to discoveries about

human cognition.

Who Owns Antiquity? Museums and the
Battle over Our Ancient Heritage, by

James Cuno, Ph.D. ’85 (Princeton, $24.95,

paper). Amid controversies over repatria-

tion, the president of the Art Institute of

Chicago, formerly director of the Harvard

University Art Museums, addresses “the

question of unprovenanced antiquities”

and the issue of access to evidence of “the

world’s common ancient heritage.”

The Dismal Science, by Stephen A. Mar-

glin, Barker professor of economics (Har-

The Harvard-
Radcli≠e Orchestra
formally celebrates its 
bicentennial locally
during Arts First
weekend, joining the
Harvard-Radcli≠e
Chorus for a perfor-
mance of Brahms’s
German Requiem
on May 2, and over-
seas with a “200th 
Anniversary Season
Tour to Korea” on
June 12-19 (see www.-
hcs.harvard.edu/~hro).

Elizabeth Hancock
hoped to be an Acteen
Queen like her mom
(left, at right).

O f f t h e  S h e l f
Recent books with Harvard connections

An HRO rehearsal in the early 1950s
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A
nthony lewis’s Freedom for the
Thought That We Hate: A Biography
of the First Amendment o≠ers a
lucid and engaging overview of

American free-speech law. The former Nie-
man Fellow has twice won the Pulitzer
Prize, and this volume puts the skills that
earned him those accolades much on dis-
play. Again and again, he brings to life the
dramatis personae in leading cases, plucks
out moving or telling quotations, and 
explains who won and who lost in or-

der to provide a clear
introduction to First
Amendment doctrine.

Lewis ’48, NF ’57,
styles the book “a bi-
ography.” In fact, it is
more nearly a history
in which unfolding

events are presented
as teaching by ex-
ample—sometimes
positive and some-
times negative ex-
ample. He begins by
sketching the hated
traditions of British
censorship against
which the American
ideals of free speech
developed. By the
late eighteenth cen-
tury, various state
constitutions included guarantees of free-
dom of the press. When the Constitution
of the United States that emerged from the
Philadelphia Convention contained no bill
of rights, there was widespread sentiment
that the omission needed to be rectified.

The first Congress thus drafted and the
states ratified a Bill of Rights, the First
Amendment of which guarantees that
“Congress shall make no law…abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press.”

Interestingly, however, there is consid-
erable uncertainty about what the
Framers and ratifiers of the First Amend-
ment understood it to protect. Accord-
ingly, in Freedom for the Thought That We Hate,
Lewis scrupulously avoids claiming that
the “original understanding” of the First

vard, $35). The author teaches Social

Analysis 72, “Economics: A Critical Ap-

proach,” an alternative to the mainstream

Ec (now Social Analysis) 10. Here he ex-

plores, as the subtitle says, “how thinking

like an economist undermines commu-

nity.”

Riding the Waves: A Life in Sound, Sci-
ence, and Industry, by Leo Beranek, S.D.

’40, AMP ’65 (MIT, $24.95).The acoustical

scientist and entrepreneur was involved in

telephony, the Tanglewood Music Shed,

and the precursor to the Internet.

The Fall and Rise of the Islamic State, by

Noah Feldman, professor of law (Prince-

ton, $22.95). After long reflection on con-

stitutional change in the Islamic world,

Feldman observes that “the Islamists con-

tinue to promise justice and the rule of

law”—and that trying to deny them

power will likely backfire.

Reagan’s Disciple, by Lou Cannon and

Carl M. Cannon, a 2007 spring fellow at

the Institute of Politics (Public Affairs,

$27.95). A pair of political journalists, bi-

ographers of Ronald Reagan and Karl

Rove, respectively, put the “troubled

quest” of George W. Bush, M.B.A. ’75,

“for a presidential legacy” in perspective.

Reagan, they find, “was practical, in ways

that George Bush was not.”

Resurrection: The Power of God for
Christians and Jews, by Kevin J. Madigan,

professor of the history of Christianity,

and Jon D. Levenson, List professor of Jew-

ish studies (Yale, $30). An examination of

the belief in life after death in the two re-

ligious traditions.

The Greatest Game:
The Yankees, the Red
Sox, and the Playoff
of ’78, by Richard

Bradley, A.M. ’90 (Free

Press, $25). Some 257

pages, plus notes, on

the moment of maximum

baseball ecstasy (New York)

and agony (Boston). Of

course, that was then.

Santiago’s Children: What I Learned about
Life at an Orphanage in Chile, by Steve

Reifenberg (University of Texas, $55 hard-

cover, $24.95 paperback). The director of

the Chile office of Harvard’s David Rocke-

feller Center for Latin American Studies re-

calls his life-changing work in an underclass

orphanage during the political and economic

traumas of the Pinochet dic-

tatorship. Presley professor

of social medicine Paul

Farmer contributed the

foreword.

Freeing Speech
How judge-made law gave meaning to 
the First Amendment

by RICHARD H. FALLON

Anthony Lewis ’48,
NF ’57, Freedom for the
Thought That We Hate:
A Biography of the First
Amendment (Basic
Books, $25) 

In Reagan’s Disciple,
a father-son team
explores the way Bush

43 has sought to 
emulate not his
father, but Bush 
41’s predecessor
instead.
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Eugene V. Debs
delivers an antiwar
speech in Canton,
Ohio, in June 1918.
He would soon be
imprisoned.
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