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Global Gains
Harvard’s  engagement with the
world widened significantly during the fall
term. New or enlarged programs of schol-
arship and study involving Brazil, Egypt,
and South Asia were launched. A profes-
sional school extended financial aid to in-
ternational students. Data on study abroad
and foreign students coming to Harvard
during the last academic year showed traf-
fic increasing in both directions (see graphs
below). And Madero professor of Mexi-
can and Latin American politics and eco-
nomics Jorge I. Domínguez, the vice
provost for international a≠airs—the post
was created in mid 2006—put support in
place to continue the momentum.

• Brazil. The Brazil Studies Program,
launched within the David Rockefeller
Center for Latin American Studies in May
2006, was boosted by the opening of a São
Paulo o∞ce two months later. The initia-
tive spurred an immediate surge of stu-
dent and faculty exchanges—nearly 50
undergraduates did academic work or
held internships in that country in the
2006-2007 academic year—as well as a se-
ries of speakers and conversas (lunchtime
symposiums) on campus.

Now such activities have been supple-
mented substantially by an eight-figure
endowment gift from the family of Jorge
Paulo Lemann ’61, announced in early Oc-
tober. A Brazilian investment banker and
philanthropist, Lemann has previously
backed education initiatives ranging from
a professorship at Harvard Business
School to comparable gifts and fellow-
ships for other universities in the United
States and in his native country.

The Harvard initiative (http://drclas.
harvard.edu/brazil) enables a full range of
intellectual work on Brazil—“We went
broad rather than narrow,” said visiting
professor of history Kenneth Maxwell,
director of the program. But it has in par-
ticular prompted public-service-oriented
research, training, and education. Lemann
Fellowships underwrite Brazilians’ grad-
uate study in education, public health, or
public policy at Harvard, as well as dis-
sertations on Brazil by Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences students. The eight
current fellows are pursuing work in
child development, poverty reduction, the

education of low-income
students, ethnomusicology,
environmental chemistry,
and other subjects.

The first formal Brazil-
Harvard symposium, held in
São Paulo last May, brought
35 University and Brazilian
public-health specialists,
administrators, and Lemann
Fellows together for three days of working
discussions. One outcome is a Harvard
School of Public Health (HSPH)-Santa
Casa Medical School course on infectious
disease, scheduled for January 6 to 21 in
Brazil; participants include 15 Harvard and
17 Brazilian students, faculty members
from the public-health and medical
schools, and counterparts from 11 Brazilian
institutions. The 2008 symposium, in
northeastern Brazil this August, will en-
able Harvard and Brazilian specialists to
address the environment and sciences.

• Eg ypt. In mid November, Youssef
Boutros Ghali, Egypt’s minister of fi-
nance, met in Cambridge with President
Drew Faust to sign his government’s $10-

million endowment to fund
“Egypt Fellowships” for stu-
dents from that nation who
study in HSPH, the Gradu-
ate School of Education, and
the Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment (KSG).

• Scholarships. A few weeks
earlier,  Graduate School of
Design (GSD) dean Alan

Altshuler announced that financial aid
would become available to international
master’s-degree students, beginning in
the fall of 2008. Heretofore, the school had
been able to o≠er aid to doctoral students
and U.S. citizens and permanent resi-
dents—but the gap in master’s aid ex-
cluded about one-third of the student
body. Altshuler credited Domínguez for
advocating the change—which brings the
GSD into line with other Harvard
schools, Domínguez noted.

• South Asia. On a larger scale, Domín-
guez helped bring together an eight-
member steering committee—from the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) and
the business, Kennedy, and public-health
schools—for the formal launch of the
South Asia Initiative (www.southasia.
harvard.edu), unveiled in November after
several years of academic planning. This
new venture focuses on the quarter of hu-
manity in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
and surrounding nations, where eco-
nomic growth is rapid but unequal, and
where there are major issues of health, the
environment, and peace and security. Like
other regional-studies programs, it aims
to expand research, increase financial aid
for international students, facilitate Asian
travel for Harvard faculty members and
students, and form partnerships abroad.

This academic year, Domínguez said,
India has supplanted the United Kingdom
as the fourth-largest home of international
students at Harvard. The business school
operates a research o∞ce in Mumbai, GSD
faculty are planning for urban renewal
there, KSG faculty are training Indian
public administrators, and HSPH has
broad relationships with public-health
professionals throughout India—all activ-
ities highlighted during visits by Presi-
dent Lawrence H. Summers and the Har-
vard Alumni Association in March 2006.
The number of undergraduates doing
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Teaching—and
Learning—Abroad
Mollie wright ’09 expected to spend
her summer in Costa Rica teaching Eng-
lish. She was, after all, a volunteer for
WorldTeach, a nonprofit, nongovernmen-
tal organization a∞liated with the Har-
vard Center for International Develop-
ment that places volunteer teachers in
developing countries throughout the
world. But Wright, stationed in a small
rural pueblo in “the northwest ‘cowboy-
country’” as the profesora de Inglés of nearly
100 teenage students, didn’t expect to find
herself a teacher without a classroom.

The town had begun construction of a
new, all-purpose building next to the
overcrowded school, but lack of funds
had prevented its completion. “They said,
‘We’re missing doors, hinges, windows—
and you see that part of the roof that
should be meeting the wall? We’re miss-
ing that, too!’” she recalls. After a meeting
with other WorldTeach volunteers in a
nearby city, Wright sprang into action.
She helped raise the funds to complete
the project by e-mailing friends and rela-
tives for contributions and, along with
community organizers, her fellow teach-
ers, and her students, she worked to help
make the building usable. When she left,
with the salon nearing completion, she
says she “had to fight them to stop them
from naming it after me. It had nothing to
do with me but everything to do with
being lucky: because WorldTeach put me
there, that’s what allowed this opportu-
nity to exist.”

It’s an opportunity, says Helen Claire
Sievers, executive director of WorldTeach,
that exists for all the organization’s volun-

teers. “They’re doing everything they can
in regular scheduled classes,” says Sievers,
“but also [they’re participating] in inter-
national development. They are, more
than simply teachers, special guests to
provide outside understanding and sup-
port in these communities.”

WorldTeach (www.worldteach.org)
got its start in 1985, when Michael Kre-
mer ’85, Ph.D. ’92, then a new social-stud-
ies graduate, decided to spend some time
in a rural part of a developing country
and found his way to Kenya. Before long,
and much to his surprise, he was called
before the head of the local village gov-
ernment. “I didn’t know if I was in trou-
ble, but it turned out he was starting a
school, and I was asked to teach there. I
stayed for a year, then
started to look for some-
one to replace me.”

Kremer did not have to
look far. In 1986, with
Daniel Levy ’88 and Sydney
Rosen ’87, M.P.A. ’95, he
founded WorldTeach under
the auspices of the Phillips
Brooks House Association
at Harvard.

Today, Kremer is Gates professor of de-
veloping societies, a member of the eco-
nomics department in the Faculty of Arts
and Sciences: a position he credits, at least
in part, to his year in Kenya. “It certainly
deepened my interest in development,” he
notes, “and I think it was useful to com-
bine the more academic study of develop-
ment with the experience of working in a
developing country. I’m sure that shaped
the research I do as an academic.”

Since Kremer’s serendipitous experi-
ence in Kenya, WorldTeach—despite re-
ceiving no funding from the U.S. govern-
ment and no significant sustained funding

from other sources—has
placed thousands of volun-
teers throughout Africa,
Eastern Europe, Latin
America, Asia, and the
Pacific Islands. Currently,
Harvard and non-Harvard
students alike participate
in seven- to eight-week
summer programs in Costa
Rica, Ecuador, Namibia,
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work in India rose from 3 in the academic
year ending in 2005 to 57 last year.

The initiative, Domínguez said, has at-
tracted a gift for a new Mehra Family pro-
fessorship of South Asian studies, to be
used in various faculties (Sanjeev K. Mehra
’82, M.B.A. ’86, and Karen Petersen Mehra
’82 are the donors), and several other lead-
ership gifts for a South Asia Founders Club.

• Advancing the agenda. Behind the scenes,
Domínguez’s o∞ce is underpinning

global Harvard by creating databases that
will track all personnel abroad (for secu-
rity purposes), and a Web resource that
will detail every Harvard international
initiative, so students and researchers can
determine common interests and avail-
able resources. Area-studies centers have
also moved toward a common application
form for undergraduate work abroad, and
for graduate students whose research re-
quires exploratory travel. With the Board

of Overseers restructuring its visiting
committees into an integrated body that
will examine international and area cen-
ters within FAS, the elements are falling
in place to align and administer Harvard’s
two-way discourse with the world.

Indeed, Domínguez said he sees evidence
of Harvard’s ability to make “vast intellec-
tual commitments” to important research
and teaching opportunities around the
globe during the twenty-first century.

Mollie Wright had to construct not only a
teaching style but a physical classroom to 
secure her Costa Rican students’ education.

Michael
Kremer
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