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Hiram Hunn Awards
Six alumni are to receive this year’s
Hiram S. Hunn Memorial Schools and
Scholarships Awards, presented by the
Harvard College O∞ce of Admissions and
Financial Aid. Hunn, a member of the
College class of 1921, recruited and inter-
viewed prospective students for more
than 55 years in Iowa and Vermont; this
year’s winners, who are recognized for
their work on schools and scholarships
committees worldwide, have collectively
performed more than 165 years of service.
They are to receive their awards at an Oc-
tober 19 ceremony.

Gerald Maslon ’45, LL.B. ’50, of Green-
port, New York. Maslon has helped young
people from Long Island find their way to
Harvard for more than 25 years. He has
interviewed countless undergraduates

from foreign countries
and diverse backgrounds,
as well as di≠erent gener-
ations of candidates from
the same local families.
His interviews are char-
acterized by warmth and
care, as evidenced by his

invitation to this year’s Commencement
by the family of a senior whom he had in-
terviewed.

Peter Strauss ’54,
M.B.A. ’58, of Scarsdale,
New York. As a volunteer
for more than three
decades, Strauss has in-
terviewed many hun-
dreds of applicants from
dozens of New York City
schools. He enjoys the range of back-
grounds he encounters, is gratified by
what the students he knows go on to
achieve as alumni, and appreciates the
fact that his work allows him an insider’s
glimpse into the city’s schools and their
personnel.

Claire Pirani Russell
’55, of Marion, Massachu-
setts. As a veteran mem-
ber of the executive board
of the Harvard Club of
New Bedford-Fall River,
Russell has been an active
interviewer since 1981.
She represents the College at numerous

fairs and community events throughout
Southeastern Massachusetts and has had
outstanding success in broadening the
pool of applicants from that region. She
credits former dean of admissions Fred
Jewett ’57, M.B.A. ’60, with inspiring her
to work with prospective students.

Cynthia Morss Travis ’59, of San Fran-
cisco. Travis has sought out talented Cali-
fornians for two decades and was chair of

the Harvard schools and
scholarships committee
for a decade. She strives
to make the interview
process comfortable for
every candidate, and has
helped to train novice in-
terviewers in student-
friendly approaches.

Miriam Gerber Kaplan ’67, of Mem-
phis. Kaplan began interviewing in 1991
and a year later became chair of the local
schools and scholarships committee, a po-
sition she still holds. She has also made
valuable contributions to
college admissions in gen-
eral by creating (with
Ann Indingaro ’68 and
former senior admissions
o∞cer John Harwell) a
videotape for high-school
guidance counselors on
writing e≠ective college
recommendations.

Edward E. Poliakoff ’67, of Columbia,
South Carolina. Upon set-
tling in South Carolina in
1975, Poliako≠ created a
Harvard Club (of which
his son, Eli ’00, is now
president). Throughout
the years, Poliako≠ has
been active at all levels of
schools and scholarships

work—from interviewing and presenting
Harvard Book prizes to hosting young ad-
missions o∞cers visiting the region. In ad-
dition, he has helped his original mentor,
former dean of admissions Fred Glimp ’50,
Ph.D. ’64, with the Harvard Campaign and
the Harvard College Fund. 

Roderick MacLennan
of Truro, Nova Scotia.
Honored not as an alum-
nus, but as the uno∞cial
ambassador to the Cana-
dian Maritime Provinces,
MacLennan has helped
make it possible for young
Maritimers to aspire to higher education
and has often provided generous support
and supplies where needed. (MacLennan’s
own son, Bruce, is in the class of 1990.) 

Alumni Colleges
The harvard Alumni Association o≠ers
numerous opportunities for alumni to
stay in touch with their alma mater.
Among them are a series of lectures,
workshops, and educational/social
events. For additional information on
these “Alumni Colleges,” or to register for
an event, call 617-495-1920, e-mail
haa_alumnieducation@harvard.edu, or
visit http://post.harvard.edu/travel and
click on “Alumni College Program.”

On September 20, in Cambridge, author
Gregg Hurwitz ’95 reads from and dis-
cusses his most recent book, The Crime
Writer. On October 4, “An Evening at the
Harvard Museum of Natural History” of-
fers a discussion with curators along with
wine and cheese. And on October 25, the
director of career development programs at
the Business School, Timothy Butler, pre-
sents information from his latest book, Get-
ting Unstuck: How Dead Ends Become New Paths. 
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News From Belgrade
The Harvard Club of Serbia celebrated the country’s new government—which in-

cludes President Boris Tadic, a participant in a Kennedy School executive education

program, plus the deputy prime minister, Bozidar Djelic, M.B.A.-M.P.A. ’91, and the

minister of foreign affairs,Vuk Jeremic, M.P.A. ’03—with a month-long exhibition at

the National Library on Serbian-United States relations. A lively town-hall-style de-

bate with students and leaders was also held on June 30, according to club president

Mary E. Black, M.P.H. ’90. The exhibition may be viewed at the club’s website,

www.harvard-serbia.org, through next year.


