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Settling In,
Sociably
On monday morning, July
2, those members of the Har-
vard community who weren’t
taking a pre-holiday vacation
were greeted by an e-mailed
“Invitation from President Faust.”

“I sit here in my new o∞ce in
Massachusetts Hall, amid boxes to
be unpacked, letters to be an-
swered, and books to be shelved,”
wrote Drew Faust in her capacity (o∞-
cially, for 32 hours) as University presi-
dent. “But the computer works just fine,
and so I take this moment to write. My
message, for now, is very simple. I look
forward to our future adventures together
with immense anticipation. I can imagine
no higher calling than doing all I can to
serve this great university—and helping
it, in turn, to serve the world. And I feel
singularly fortunate to have the opportu-
nity to do so in concert with all of you—

the faculty, students, sta≠, and others
without whom there could be no Harvard.

“Each of us brings something di≠erent,
and something significant, to our shared
enterprise,” she continued. “We teach, we
study, we discover, we create, we make
sure the lights go on and the bills get
paid. We are individual members of a col-
lective whose opportunity to contribute
to the future of learning, and the im-
provement of the human condition,
knows few equals and few bounds.…”

After thanking all, in advance, “for all
that I know we will undertake together,”
the president then invited the entire com-
munity to her figurative new home, for
“some summertime refreshments and for
leisurely conversation”—an afternoon
ice-cream social in Harvard Yard.

That welcoming, outward gesture was
accompanied by plenty of internal work
during the president’s first weeks. Faust
was photographed during her first day in
the o∞ce conferring with Christopher M.
Gordon, chief operating o∞cer of the All-
ston Development Group, on plans for the
new campus. She named an acting vice
president for alumni a≠airs and develop-
ment (see page 66), and on July 11 a new
Harvard Medical School (HMS) dean,
one of her most important academic ap-
pointments (opposite).

Shortly thereafter, the president and
the deans convened their first retreat, dis-
cussing how to conduct academic plan-
ning within each school and among
them—and so to proceed on University
priorities involving growth in the sci-
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The new www.president.-
harvard.edu webpage; on
July 2, President Drew Faust meets with Christopher
Gordon to discuss Allston, and hosts a summer social
in the Yard for the extended Harvard community.

The Installation On line
Drew Gilpin Faust will be formally installed

as Harvard’s twenty-eighth president on

Friday, October 12. Harvard Magazine will

post coverage of the academic symposiums,

installation ceremony, and Faust’s address at

www.harvardmagazine.com beginning that

day and for several days thereafter. A full re-

port on the events will appear in the print

edition, mailed to readers in late October.
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ences, expansion in Allston, and, ulti-
mately, a capital campaign to pay for
everything. A significant guest was
Lawrence University Professor Michael E.
Porter, of Harvard Business School, per-
haps today’s foremost scholar of strategy
for businesses and nonprofit organiza-
tions alike. As medical-school dean Jef-
frey S. Flier later told HMS colleagues, on
July 16, Porter had helped the deans think
about clarifying their schools’ goals and
strategies, measuring performance, and
evaluating relative positions—all sugges-
tive of a realistic and tough-minded ap-
proach as Harvard makes its case to
friends for support now and in the future.

Specifying the elements of that future
will take time: Faust’s team of deans and
senior administrators is still being assem-
bled. But the outlines and guiding princi-
ples (some sketched in “A Scholar in the
House,” July-August, page 24) will be-
come clearer soon, beginning with her re-
marks this fall to the entering College
freshmen and their parents on September
9, at the School of Engineering and Ap-
plied Sciences’ inaugural celebration on
September 20 (see page 65), and in her
own installation address in Tercentenary
Theatre on October 12.

Dr. Dean
Jeffrey s. flier, m.d., becomes dean of
Harvard Medical School (HMS) on Sep-
tember 1; President Drew Faust announced
his appointment on July 11. Flier, the Reis-
man professor of medicine, is an expert on
the molecular mechanisms involved in the
production and use of insulin (fundamen-
tal to understanding diabetes) and on obe-
sity. He succeeds neuroscientist Joseph B.
Martin, who stepped down at the end of
the academic year, on June 30, after a
decade of service (see “Medicine Man,” Jan-
uary-February, page 64). In the interval,
Barbara J. McNeil, M.D. ’66, Ph.D. ’72,
Watts professor of health care policy and
professor of radiology, served as acting
dean at Faust’s request; a faculty member
since 1983, McNeil founded and chairs the
department of health care policy. 

Faust called Flier, who joined the Har-
vard Medical community in 1978 (after
earning his M.D. from Mount Sinai
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As a psychologist, Howard Gardner is best known for his theory of multiple intelli-

gences, first propounded in 1983 in one of his two dozen books, Frames of Mind. In-

telligence, he posits, isn’t a single faculty that can be measured with a standard IQ

test. Instead, humans have several forms of this commodity, some of which show up

in nonacademic pursuits—music-making, for instance. Gardner is also a founder and

now senior director of the educational think tank Project Zero.The Hobbs profes-

sor of cognition and education at the Graduate School of Education, he has made

signal contributions to the study of child development, leadership, creativity, and ful-

filling work. Now, in the role of public intellectual, he is speaking out on policy mat-

ters. His newest book, Five Minds for the Future, is prescriptive.We should cultivate

five ways of thinking—disciplinary, synthesizing, creating, respectful, and ethical

minds—for personal success and to make the world a world one wants to live in. In

the magazine Foreign Policy, he argued in the spring for upper limits on the amount

of income an American should be allowed to keep and the amount of wealth that

can be passed on to beneficiaries ($4 million a year and $200 million, respectively).

“It makes sense to be moderate politically only if there are two sides willing to en-

gage,” he says. “The right wing isn’t just taking over the country, it’s shanghaiing all

our values. If there’s a Republican administration after the next election, I would

join in efforts for some sort of secession. It’s not the same country anymore.”

H A R V A R D  P O R T R A I T

H o w a r d  G a r d n e r




