
and the like, people say that education is all
about opportunity and expanding your
horizons. But some part of it is about
shrinking people, about teaching them that
they are not the measure of everything.…We
want to give graduates confidence to face
the world, but we also want to protect the
world a little from their confidence. Humil-
ity is good.”

The faculty’s vote on May 15—168 in
favor, 14 opposed, 11 abstentions—puts in
place a new set of course requirements as
the successor to the current Core curricu-
lum (see “General Education, Finally
Defined,” March-April 2007, page 68). The
new curriculum aims to connect a stu-
dent’s “liberal education” with “life be-
yond college,” prescribing a one-semester
course in each of eight areas (see page 68).

The faculty intends this work to prepare
students for “civic engagement”; to teach
them to “understand themselves as prod-
ucts of—and participants in—traditions of
art, ideas, and values”; to ready them to “re-
spond critically and constructively to
change”; and to develop their “understand-
ing of the ethical dimensions of what they
say and do.” The ways in which each area of
study are expected to achieve these goals
are specified in the motion the faculty
adopted; the full text, which also covers the
rationale for the program and its adminis-
trative apparatus, appears at www.har-
vardmagazine.com/go/gen_ed.

Arriving at this point was not easy.
The curriculum review as a whole has taken
four years. In that time, students have been
presented with new options for study
abroad, secondary fields (minors), foreign-

language citations, revamped introduc-
tory courses in the sciences and hu-
manities, and lessened concentration

requirements. They have been given
more time to choose their major fields

of study, accompanied by much-en-
hanced academic advising to help them

make their decisions (see page 68 ).
But getting faculty members, who

specialize in disciplines, to agree on a
successor to the Core was the toughest
challenge. During the last, intense meet-

ings over general education, serious de-
bates took place about the role of historical
study, foreign languages, and other fields.
(Many of these concerns were addressed
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1922 Harvard Athletic Association 

members Fred W. Moore ’93 and Frank S.

Knapp purchase the capital stock of 

Leavitt & Peirce Inc., the Cambridge

smoke shop and pool and billiard parlor

which for 39 years has been “the unofficial

‘headquarters for Harvard men.’” The

store will continue to allow football and

baseball players free use of the pool tables

during their respective seasons—and

freshmen still won’t be allowed to play bil-

liards, by order of the upperclass clientele.

1952 Summer-school enrollment at

Harvard and other universities slumps 20

to 30 percent, in part, suggests the Alumni

Bulletin, because the Selective Service has

ruled that nine months of schooling a

year will maintain a student’s status for

deferment purposes.

1957The first joint commissioning 

ceremony of Harvard navy, army, and 

air force ROTC units occurs in Sever 

Quadrangle.

1962The Bulletin reprints an excerpt

from a letter in the recent

Yale Alumni

Magazine criticizing that university for

honoring John F. Kennedy ’40: “My Yale

degree can no longer call forth my full

pride, now that a similar honor is held,

unearned, by a pathetic product of Har-

vard who regards individual human free-

doms in this nation as mere hindrances to

his determined experiments 

toward a planned socialist state.” 

1967 Institute of Politics scholars study-

ing the draft system recommend higher

pay for draftees and enlistees, abolition of

special deferments for students and

teachers, and a lottery to determine

“who should serve when not all serve.” 

1972 Women for the first time top the

winners’ lists in alumni election results.

Marina von Neumann Whitman ’56 joins

the Board of Overseers with 23,652

votes. Muriel Sutherland Snowden ’38 

becomes an Alumni Association director

with 24,034 votes, the most ever cast for

a nominee in either race.

1997 In accordance with Harvard’s

nondiscrimination policy, the University’s

Board of Ministry recommends that

same-sex blessing or commitment 

ceremonies be permitted in

Memorial Church.


