
slightly smaller than a tennis ball, streak-
ing their way at up to 100 miles per hour.
“Those goalies get the worst bruises
you’ve ever seen,” Cohen says.)

And lax is an aggressive, hard-hitting
contact sport up and down the field.
“The first time people see it they are
shocked by how hard people are getting
slashed,” Cohen reports. Much of the
slashing comes from each team’s three
defenders, who wield six-foot-long
sticks (the three midfielders and three
attackmen use 40-inch-long sticks, al-
though when a team goes on defense, one
midfielder will run o≠ and a fourth six-
foot stick can come onto the field with
his replacement). Longer sticks allow de-
fenders to keep attackers further away
from them, creating more room to deal
with feints and fakes.

Checking an attacking player often
means “whaling someone on the arms
with your stick,” Cohen explains—that’s
the “slashing”—and though the rules
don’t allow slashing the head, “if it isn’t a

hard hit, they call it a ‘brush,’ ” he says.
“You’re not supposed to push from be-
hind, or hold people with your stick, or hit
the arms, but you can hear the cracks
when they do.” Those who ignore these
proscriptions are sent o≠ the field for 30 or

60 seconds, giving opponents a good op-
portunity to score by playing “man-up.”

Cohen’s older brother, Steven Cohen
’06, was a man-up specialist, a fine shoot-
er who had eight goals and six assists last
spring. The Cohen brothers (there is a
younger brother, Je≠rey, a high-school ju-
nior and lacrosse attackman) grew up in
Syosset, on Long Island; a lacrosse-play-
ing uncle gave them their first sticks. “I al-
ways had a brother to play with,” Greg re-
calls. “It’s a real advantage. Steve paved
the way—I wanted to be as good as he
was, and he was good.”

Steve and Greg played for the Syosset
High School team and then had three
years at Harvard together. “Steve fills up a
room—he’s a real talker,” says Anderson.
“Greg is quieter. They were both so proud
of each other’s accomplishments. Greg
even had a little shrine to Steve on the top
of his locker.” There was no voodoo in-
volved in the shrine; Greg isn’t supersti-
tious. “What the shrine did is remind
people of Steve’s positive attitude, and
the energy and enthusiasm he brought to
the game every day,” says Greg. “It basi-
cally consists of a picture of Steve, a dia-
gram of his favorite man-up play, a small
steel I-beam—‘steel’ is the name of our
man-up formation—and some scented
candles.”

Steve now works in finance on Wall
Street, and after graduating, Greg plans to
rejoin him on that downtown field,
shooting for a di≠erent kind of goal.

�craig lambert
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She is not just another female Chinese-American

Olympic hockey star. Julie Chu ’06 (’07), a two-time

Olympic medalist in ice hockey and a member of the

U.S. national team since 2000, has won this year’s

Patty Kazmeier Award, which recognizes the preeminent player in women’s intercol-

legiate ice hockey. Chu (see “A Rush from Olympus,” March-April 2003, page 77) is

the fourth Crimson player to win the Kazmeier in the award’s 10-year history. Her

Crimson predecessors are A.J. Mleczko ’97 (’99), who won in 1999, Jennifer Botterill

’02 (’03), who won twice, in 2001 and 2003, and Angela Ruggiero ’02 (’04), who won

in 2004. Chu, a three-time all-America selection, earned a silver medal with the U.S.

Olympic team at Salt Lake City in 2002 and a bronze at Torino in 2006.

This season, she was chosen as Ivy League Player of the Year. Chu led a Harvard

team that lost 1-0 to the eventual national champions,Wisconsin, in quadruple over-

time in the first round of the NCAA tournament. In tandem with Meghan Agosta of

Mercyhurst College, Chu led the nation in scoring this year. Both players tallied 66

points, with Chu’s 48 assists the country’s best figure. Chu also ranked first nation-

ally in points per game (2.20) and assists per game (1.60). During her Harvard ca-

reer, she set a Crimson record with 196 assists.Add her 88 goals and Chu’s college

career point total of 284 ranks first in NCAA history.

Known as one of the most selfless players ever to

skate for Harvard, the redoubtable Chu, a psychology

concentrator, volunteers at a homeless shelter and

belongs to Harvard’s student-athlete advisory com-

mittee. “In my 13 years of coaching at Harvard, no

one has distinguished herself more than Julie,” said

head hockey coach Katey Stone.“Her commitment to

her teammates, coaches, and school far exceeds that

of any of her predecessors. She is a gifted athlete and

a true humanitarian.”

Icy Pinnacle

Julie Chu, top scorer 
in the history of NCAA
women’s hockey.

CRIMSON INTERMEDIARY: At a press conference, new Boston Red Sox starting 
pitcher Daisuke Matsuzaka (center) is flanked by translator Masafumi Hoshino ’02 (left) and
agent Scott Boras (right). The Red Sox retained Hoshino, an environmental-sciences 
concentrator in college, to serve as personal Japanese-English translator for Matsuzaka, 
whom the Red Sox signed in a deal worth a reported $103 million.

D
A

V
ID

 S
IL

V
E

R
M

A
N

/D
S

P
IC

S
.C

O
M

P
A

U
L

 B
U

C
K

/E
P

A
/C

O
R

B
IS




