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research-grant recipients. The winners
will investigate the organ-selling market
in India; healthcare reform in the context
of HIV in South Africa; the influence of
luck on people’s ethical decisions; the
ethical implications of intervening with-
out consent to provide drug treatment
and medical care to people with sub-
stance addictions and mental illness; con-
trasting Eastern and Western perspec-
tives on justice and individual rights; and
the role of religious arguments in Ameri-
can politics and public policy.

Even the Safra name is new. Until 2004,
the program was known as the Center for
Ethics and the Professions. Then major
gifts from the Edmond J. Safra Philan-
thropic Foundation (given by Lily Safra,
widow of the Lebanese-born, Brazilian-
naturalized banker) and the estate of
Lester Kissel, J.D. ’31 (an alumnus who
took an active interest in the center), en-

abled the creation of a $25-million endow-
ment to fund the center’s annual operat-
ing budget of approximately $1 million.
(Though housed at the Kennedy School,
the center is technically independent; its
director reports to the provost. It had pre-
viously cobbled together funding from the
president’s o∞ce and four of the profes-
sional schools.)

Such changes notwithstanding, Thomp-
son says there will always be a role for the
center. Witness the unforeseen ethical
dilemmas presented by genetic testing,
stem-cell research, and the Internet. Be-
sides, he adds, “You always need renewal
for the younger faculty” in ethics. Their
passion can literally be a solitary pur-
suit—some professional schools have
only one faculty member specializing in
ethics. Says Thompson, “They need to
come back to the mothership to refuel.”
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An Anniversary Celebration
The Safra Foundation Center for Ethics celebrates its twentieth anniversary

on May 18 and 19, beginning with the keynote address by Lamont University Profes-

sor and 1998 Nobel laureate in economics Amartya Sen, who was a founding senior

faculty fellow. Sen has published work on diverse topics including social choice and

voting systems, gender inequality, globalization, and famine and food distribution. He

will speak about “the role of theoretical reflection in addressing practical problems

in public life.”

The weekend’s lecture program, which is open to the public, includes other noted

alumni of the ethics center:

—Samantha Power, the author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning A Problem from Hell, a

book on cases of genocide in the twentieth century and America’s response to

them. She is Lindh professor of practice of global leadership and public policy and

the founding executive director of the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at the

Kennedy School.

—Ezekiel J. Emanuel, an oncologist who heads the clinical bioethics department at

the National Institutes of Health and is a leading opponent of assisted suicide. He is

associate professor of medicine, social medicine, and clinical epidemiology at Har-

vard Medical School.

—Lawrence Lessig, founder of the Center for Internet and Society at Stanford

Law School. Lessig, who previously taught at Harvard Law School, is known for his

support for free software and his opposition to copyright-term extensions.

—Amy Gutmann, who, as president of the University of Pennsylvania, has launched

the Penn Compact, an effort “to propel [the university] from excellence to eminence

in all our core endeavors of teaching, research, and service” through mechanisms

that include integrating knowledge across disciplines and engaging in the local and

global communities. Gutmann, who previously taught political theory at Princeton

University and served as provost there, has been a vocal advocate for need-based

financial aid and is coauthor, with Thompson, of Why Deliberative Democracy? and

Democracy and Disagreement.

For the complete schedule, see www.ethics.harvard.edu.

Ready for Growth?
Harvard proposes to put shovels in the
ground not only to build a new campus in
Allston but, far more modestly, to put up a
research and administration building at the
Arnold Arboretum. The public first heard
of the project in 2003, but as this issue went
to press, a neighborhood association re-
mained concerned about aspects of it, the
job was out for bids, but Harvard had yet to
secure permission from the city to proceed.

The proposed 45,000-square-foot plant-
science building would sit on the north
edge of the 14.2-acre “Weld Hill parcel,” in
Roslindale, just across Walter Street from
the grounds of the arboretum in Jamaica
Plain, both neighborhoods of Boston. Har-
vard owns the Weld Hill parcel, whereas
the arboretum is on land leased by Boston
to the University with the understanding
that it will be maintained as a public park.

The arboretum wants the new building,
according to Arnold professor and director
Robert E. Cook, because “we seek to be-
come a national leader in research on the
biology and evolutionary history of trees.”
Doing cutting-edge research, he says, will
ensure the arboretum’s continuing ability
to provide topnotch public education and
continue its commitment to horticulture. 

Because the Weld Hill parcel is zoned for
residential development, Harvard requires
the permission of the City of Boston to
erect the new building. In March 2004,
Harvard notified the Boston Redevelop-
ment Authority (BRA) that it intended to
submit a master plan, and the BRA formed
a community task force to participate with
the arboretum in its planning; after 14 pub-
lic meetings, the master plan was finally
submitted last October. The BRA next gave
the public a couple of months to comment
on the plan. Eventually, the Boston Zoning
Commission must approve or deny the pro-
posed variance from existing zoning re-
strictions. 

If approved, the master plan would
allow the arboretum to build structures to-
taling 180,000 square feet in floor space on
the Weld Hill parcel, although administra-
tors have said they have no plans at present
to propose anything more than the research
and administration building. Moreover, the
arboretum has said that it would confine
any future construction allowed within the



Harvard Magazine 61

master plan’s 10-year time frame to the
north half of the parcel. Weld Hill itself is
in the south half of the parcel.

The Longfellow Area Neighborhood As-
sociation in Roslindale had representation
on the task force, and its members were
frequent attendees at public meetings. The
association apparently does not now object
to the look or siting of the new building,
but wants assurances that part of the Weld
Hill parcel will be open space forever. In
negotiations, Harvard first said it would re-
frain from building on the south half of the
parcel for at least 25 years, and then, as
promised in the master plan, 50 years; fi-
nally it upped the o≠er to 100 years. But the
association wants Harvard to agree to a
permanent ban. “To date Harvard has re-
fused permanent conservation of any of
these 14 acres of beloved Roslindale open
space in exchange for a necessary zoning
variance,” declares the association on its
website. “Instead it has sought to split pre-
sent and future generations by floating
such flimflammery as deferments on the
eventual full build-out of the remaining
acreage.”

(The master plan does not mention a
once-bruited thought of relocating to the
arboretum the Harvard University Her-
baria, transplanted by a controversial 1953
decision of the Harvard Corporation from
the arboretum to Divinity Avenue
in Cambridge. Such a move,
which would require construc-
tion of a substantial building
somewhere on the ar-
boretum’s grounds, re-
mains nothing more than
a partially con-
sidered, distant
potentiality.) 

The Roslin-
dale-Jamaica
Plain com-
munity was
once stung
by the City of
Boston through
the loss of a
p a r k ,
and the
Longfel-
low Area
Neighbor-
hood Asso-

Yesterday’s News
From the pages of the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine

1912 Mrs. George D. Widener reveals

plans to build a library at Harvard in

memory of her son, Harry Elkins

Widener ’07, who perished with his 

father on the Titanic.

1932The observance of Class Day is

moved out of the Yard to the quadrangle

formed by newly built Kirkland, Eliot, and

Winthrop because “the heart of the Col-

lege is, as it should be, in the Houses.” 

1937 Former Law School dean Roscoe

Pound is named Harvard’s first University

Professor, free to teach in any faculty and

to make his own schedule for lecturing,

teaching, and research.

1942 “Lest a liberal education be lost

sight of in wartime curriculum,” faculty

members prepare a series of “Great

Authors” lectures to be offered in the

Houses in the fall.

1952 Harvard,

Yale, Princeton,

Cornell, Brown, Dartmouth, Columbia,

and the University of Pennsylvania sign an

intercollegiate agreement that officially

proclaims them the “Ivy League.” Under-

graduate admissions for athletes, football

eligibility, and allowable scholarships are

among the features to be standardized.

1957 The Metropolitan District Com-

mission completes a footbridge across

Soldiers Field Road (on the Boston side

of the Charles River), near the  Weeks

Bridge, gratifying harried motorists as

well as the Business School.

1967 New twists to Commencement

include dropping the traditional Harvard-

Yale baseball game and moving Class Day

festivities from Sever Quadrangle to Ter-

centenary Theatre.

• • •

Harvard Medical School and MIT plan to

collaborate and pool resources “to facili-

tate the evolution of the physical and

engineering sciences and

mathematics…to achieve

a closer and more pro-

ductive interrelationship

with biology and

medicine.”

1977The Freshman

Dean’s Office scans

questionnaires re-

turned by the in-

coming class of

’81 and reveals

that only 27 in a

class of 1,624

say they smoke

cigarettes.

1982 Mother Teresa

of Calcutta is the featured

speaker of the graduating

seniors on Class Day.

The editors report that the

Nobel Peace Prize winner

“spoke out strongly against abortion

and premarital sex and in favor of prayer.”
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ciation reminds visitors to its website of
the episode: “Forty years ago, the City
gave the Hebrew Rehabilitation Center
permission to build a facility for seniors
at the nine-acre Joyce Kilmer Park on
Centre Street….After promising to protect
the remaining open space at that site, the
City later allowed the Rehab Center to

double in size in 1973. Most of the remain-
ing parkland was subsequently paved for
cars in violation of public deed restric-
tions on the property.…The lesson of Joyce
Kilmer Park is that once an institution
gets established in a location, there is lit-
tle a neighborhood can do to limit its
eventual expansion.”

Below: The north façade of the 45,000-square-foot building as seen from busy Centre
Street. Its finishes are masonry, wood, and glass. Above: The rear, south side of the 
second floor, as seen from the hillside, with research greenhouses, offices, and a lunch
room. Some of the arboretum’s administrative staff would leave their present quarters
elsewhere to join the molecular biologists and physiologists in the new building.

Growth Spurt
The Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) has
grown more in the past nine years than in
the previous four decades. In a letter dis-
tributed to faculty members early in April,
Dean Jeremy R. Knowles sought to explain
the dynamics of this spurt (the first since
the number of assistant, associate, and full
professors rose from about 400 to more
than 600 during the early 1960s); its e≠ects
so far; and its implications for the future.

Toward the end of the $2.6-billion Uni-
versity Campaign and his original term as
dean, in 1999, Knowles set a goal of adding
six new faculty positions annually for a
decade. In fact, the census has risen from
615 positions during the 1997-1998 acade-
mic year to 723 today—a gain of 108. The

principal goal, he writes, was to improve
the ratio of students (undergraduate and
graduate) to faculty members. That would
make it easier for students to work more
closely with professors and, from the fac-
ulty perspective, help equalize teaching
commitments and ensure enough courses
even as leaves for research were liberal-
ized.

Today, Knowles’s data show Harvard’s
student:faculty ratio at 14.6 during 2005-
2006 (when FAS faculty members num-
bered 705): substantially higher than Yale
(9.9) or Princeton (10.7), but lower than
Stanford (15.3) or Berkeley (26.9).

Analyzing the expansion more closely,
Knowles highlights several factors that
will shape the faculty’s future composi-
tion and growth. That growth is certain to

slow because of what he calls “the consid-
erable rise in our expenditures,” attribut-
able primarily to the hiring boom, the cost
of fitting up faculty o∞ces and laborato-
ries, and the resulting need to hire associ-
ated sta≠ (see “‘House-Poor,’” January-
February, page 58). Indeed, he projects 732
faculty members by the end of this acade-
mic year, but just 750 in July 2010 (supple-
mented by any extra positions funded by
future gifts).

• Development. For all the attention
paid to growth (new positions), Knowles
addresses faculty renewal as well. As FAS
grew by 108 positions, it also made 279 ap-
pointments to maintain its steady-state
size: successors to faculty members who
moved, retired, or died. This regular
process of development accounted for

Above: The 14.2-acre Weld Hill parcel lies just
across Walter Street from the Arboretum’s
main grounds and is bordered on the south by
residential Weld Street and on the north by
the Hebrew SeniorLife facility, built on what
used to be Joyce Kilmer Park. The arboretum’s
proposed new building, with a project cost of
$31 million, would sit on the northwest edge
of Harvard’s property, tucked into the side of
Weld Hill.
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