
ment: some students rehearse and take
classes up to 30 hours a week in addition
to managing a full course load. It’s not un-
common to see a dancer stretching in the
corner with a laptop open in front of her.

Though dance at Harvard may have a
new visibility, it boasts a long tradition.
Art connoisseur Lincoln Kirstein ’30

founded, with Balanchine, what would
become the School of American Ballet and
NYCB. Beginning in 1965, modern dancer

Claire Mallardi ran the under-
graduate dance program, ex-
panding it to incorporate a broad
variety of genres. As artistic di-
rector emerita she continues to
teach “Movement for Actors,” a
course she introduced in the mid
1980s.

But in 1999, the newly created
Radcli≠e Institute for Advanced
Study announced long-range
plans to reclaim in 2005 the Rie-
man Center for the Performing
Arts, housed in the century-old
gymnasium in Radcli≠e Yard that
had been used exclusively as
dance space since 1980. “Dance
had been happening there since

1898; Mark Morris taught his first chore-
ography class in that space and the feet of
Anna Sokolow, Merce Cunningham, and
the Nicholas Brothers, among other
greats, had touched that floor,” says Cath-
leen McCormick, director of programs at
the O∞ce for the Arts, which oversees all
of Harvard’s ongoing arts activities, in-
cluding the dance program. “We had a
problem. We had dance here and we were
losing our home, so we had a concrete
issue we had to solve.” 

Students rallied. “They developed a 50-
page report with all kinds of statistics,
press clippings, and letters from alums,”
McCormick remembers, “signed by a mix
of people who had gone into the arts and
others who were management consultants,
software developers, policy people with
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It’s not uncommon
to see a dancer
stretching in the 
corner with a laptop
open in front of her. 

A Natural History of North American

Trees, by Donald Culross Peattie ’22, il-

lustrated by Paul Landacre (Houghton

Mifflin, $40).This is a one-volume edition

of two classics from the 1950s by Peattie

(1898-1964), who wrote about the giant

sequoia and the lodgepole pine with such

eloquence, erudition, and even humor

that a botanical colleague once sniffily re-

marked to him, “I see you could not re-

sist the temptation to be interesting.”

No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial

Campaigner, by Robert Shrum, J.D. ’68,

IOP ’74 (Simon & Schuster, $28). A vet-

eran strategist in Democratic presi-

dential campaigns, Shrum provides

much well-recounted insider’s history,

likely to nourish political junkies.

Glamour Addiction: Inside the

American Ballroom Dance Industry,

by Juliet McMains ’94 (Wesleyan Uni-

versity Press, $26.95). An assistant

professor in the dance program at the

University of Washington and an ac-

tive DanceSport competitor, McMains

explores the meaning of this block-

buster cultural phenomenon. With

photographs.

A Fighter’s Heart: One Man’s Jour-

ney through the World of Fighting,

by Sam Sheridan ’98 (Atlantic Monthly

Press, $25). Sheridan chose violence as a

career and here wipes the blood from his

nose long enough to give readers a first-

hand account of disciplined aggression.

The Lonely Patient: How We Experi-

ence Illness, by Michael Stein ’81, M.D.

(Morrow, $23.95). For the benefit of both

the sick and their well family and friends,

Stein probes the inner life of patients

who are seriously ill, their experience of

betrayal, terror, loss, and loneliness.

True North: Discover Your Authentic

Leadership, by Bill George, M.B.A. ’66,

professor of management practice, with

Peter Sims (Jossey-Bass, $27.95). Based

on research done at Harvard

Business School and interviews

with 125 top leaders in busi-

ness, George, former CEO of

Medtronic, shows readers how

to craft their own leadership-

development plan.You should, he advises:

know your authentic self, orient your

moral compass, understand your motiva-

tions, build your support team, and stay

grounded by integrating all aspects of

your life.

Letters from Eden: A Year at Home, in

the Woods, written and illustrated by

Julie Zickefoose ’80 (Houghton Mifflin,

$26). Zickefoose is an artist, naturalist,

and sometime NPR commentator, who

knew at the age of seven that she wanted

to paint birds for a living. She paints—

and writes—delightfully.

At Large and At Small: Familiar Essays,

by Anne Fadiman ’74 (Farrar, Straus and

Giroux, $21).The familiar essayist, writes

Fadiman, speaks “to one reader, as if the

two of them were sitting side by side in

front of a crackling fire with their collars

loosened, their favorite stimulants at

hand, and a long evening of conversation

stretching before them.” Most of these

essays first appeared in the American

Scholar, which Fadiman edited before be-

coming the Francis writer-in-residence at

Yale. She was once this magazine’s “Un-

dergraduate” columnist and remains on

its board of incorporators.

O f f t h e  S h e l f
Recent books with Harvard connections

At the brown thrasher’s instruction in April,
it’s time to plant peas. From the book.
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