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A lmost every week last year I
received an e-mail with the
subject line “Iraq Update.”
With each message, the num-

ber following that subject ticked upward:
one, two, three, and then, finally, on De-
cember 16, 2006, the line read “Last De-
ployment Update.”

A friend of mine was stationed in Iraq
with the Fourth Infantry Division. A
whole year passed as I thought of him,
prayed for him, but could not respond to
a single one of his e-mails. Shame, confu-
sion, disbelief—there were so many
justifications for my silence. Even my joy
at reading the words “Last Deployment
Update” did not move me to respond. 

I wondered, though, how other under-
graduates in the same situation behaved,
or in what war-connected situations
other students might have found them-
selves. Our college years have been sur-
rounded by such unbelievable global
conflict and strife; even though technol-
ogy has narrowed the distance between
areas of violence and our rooms, there is
still the increasing sense that we, as
privileged students, are more and more
removed from those brutal realities. My
hope in asking around was not to find a
consensus, but to seek out individual
perspectives—I wanted to see if any of
my classmates had arrived at something
more than my own frustrated silence. 

Henry Walters ’07 often participates
in the weekly Harvard-Cambridge Walk
for Peace through Harvard Yard, but he is
usually the only student. “There is a mis-
perception that we are at some far-dis-
tant remove from this war, but we create
that remove,” he says of his peers. “In
comparison to other citizens, there is, or
there should be, an extra burden on stu-
dents to acknowledge, react, speak
out, demonstrate for or against,
but most of all feel a war, feel that

it is happening.” Walters wishes that his
peers, rather than seeing college as a
haven from the wider world, would en-
gage it.

There are students who do attempt
that proposition. Roxanne Bras ’09 had
always thought of joining the military,
and enrolled in ROTC her freshman year.
Of being a cadet, she says, “Generally peo-

ple are pretty supportive, but most don’t
know much about the service. It’s unfor-
tunate how little they know of the mili-
tary, its components, its mission, and its
people.”

Olivia Volko≠ ’09, also enrolled in
ROTC, was raised by two parents who
“stressed the importance of service.” Her
father attended the Naval Academy and
she was raised in Annapolis, Maryland.
She realizes, though, that her experience
is unusual: “I happen to have grown up
around the military, but for a lot of peo-
ple, it’s a totally foreign entity.” That is
why Volko≠ emphasizes the value of hav-
ing an ROTC program at a university like
Harvard: “It’s a means for people to put a
face with the armed services.” Bras adds,
“There’s a stereotype for ‘uniforms,’ but
Harvard cadets disprove that.”

For some Harvard students, military
service is not an option, but a require-
ment. Efi Massasa ’09, who spent three
years in the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF)
before matriculation, says, “The meaning
of war is so di≠erent for Israelis. It in-
volves every type of Israeli in the spec-
trum.” Fellow students here are frequent-
ly very curious about his time in the IDF,
asking him questions but often challeng-
ing him, too. “Even though all students
don’t serve, it is important they interact
with people who did,” he says, “so they
will be able to shape their own opinions
about military service.” 

Magnus Grimeland ’07, who served in
the Norwegian Special Forces before col-
lege, agrees that having veterans attend
Harvard and having Harvard graduates
serve in the military are benefits for both
institutions. “If you look at the news
media, war is in focus all the time,”
Grimeland observes. “So having students
who’ve already been in that position can
be really valuable.” He remembers his
own unique contributions to the popular
class Moral Reasoning 22, “Justice,” where
he participated in section discussions on
force and violence.

Addressing Harvard’s global obliga-
tions, Grimeland says, “Think of it, there
are hundreds of thousands of American
troops around the world. The leadership

of these forces should be well edu-
cated, have a good perspective
on the world, and care about
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human life.” He expresses some dismay at
the career plans of most of his College
peers: “If you have an investment banker
who makes a mistake, millions of dollars
are lost. But if you have a commander on
the ground in Iraq who makes a mistake,
soldiers die. It’s imperative for Harvard to
realize this, to encourage its smart, edu-
cated, and driven students into service.”
His comments echo those of former Uni-
versity president Lawrence Summers,

who said at last year’s ROTC commis-
sioning ceremony, “I believe that our
country is best served when great univer-
sities like this one stand with those who
defend the freedom that makes it possible
for us to do all the wonderful things that
we are able to do here.”

But it takes more than an institutional
ideology to encourage military service.
Volko≠ and Bras gave their enlistment se-
rious thought before they arrived in Cam-

bridge, realizing they were committing to
more than training. Both investigated the
financial support the military o≠ers its
members and the specific community of
ROTC cadets that exists at Harvard, but
also thought of their lives after gradua-
tion. Volko≠ says, “I’m really looking for-
ward to my service. I welcome the oppor-
tunity to serve my country, and move on
to a new adventure.” And Bras often
thinks of the kinds of commissions she
might get in the army. Without flinching,
she mentions that 73 women have been
killed in Iraq, but says she is “ready to
serve in any way.”

Joanne Lee ’07 has a close friend who is
a fourth-year cadet at West Point and
worries about his future after graduation.
She says communication is di∞cult be-
cause “anything sympathetic I have to say
ends up sounding condescending—I’ll
never be in that situation.” She mentions
also how di∞cult it is to imagine that “as
a young college graduate, he will be in
charge of other people’s lives. He’ll be
making decisions there. It’s overwhelm-
ing for me to think of it.”

Another senior, Ryan Thoreson, is a
pacifist who has been protesting the Iraq
War since high school. Rather than tak-
ing over University Hall, as in 1969, or
storming Massachusetts Hall, as in 2001,
the protesters and activists of our era
take to the Internet: at Harvard, Thore-
son has been an active contributor to the
undergraduate blog “Cambridge Com-
mon.” “Protest is healthy, and it can be
productive,” Thoreson says. But he hopes
his peers start “acknowledging that there
are bigger ideological and moral stakes.
I’ve been attacked for being opposed to
the military,” he says, describing some re-
sponses to his blog posts, “but that’s not
accurate—I’m opposed to the military
doing what it has been doing.”

Talking with these specific undergrad-
uates, it is easy enough to decide that no
one is una≠ected by this war. Harvard
students are soldiers and activists, citi-
zens and civilians. More fundamental,
they are compassionate, critical thinkers.
But apathy and disengagement are com-
mon alternatives to this critical thinking.
For most of us, whatever relationship we
have to the war exists alongside the

What a difference a year

makes! In 2005, Harvard af-

filiates earned one Marshall

Scholarship and two Rhodes

Scholarships. In 2006, those

numbers doubled and quadrupled, respectively. Harvard had more

Rhodes picks than any other school, including winners from Canada

and Zimbabwe. Daniel Wilner, of Kirkland House and Montreal, a

philosophy concentrator, will study politics and so-

cial policy at Oxford (where all Rhodes Scholars

go); Benjamin L . Robinson, of Mather House and

Harare, a joint social studies and German concen-

trator, whose selection was announced later than

the other fellows’, will pursue philosophy.

Harvard’s American Rhodes Scholars are: Joshua

Billings, of Leverett House and Cambridge, a joint

classics and German concentrator who will study

European literature; Casey Cep, of Pforzheimer

House and Cordova, Maryland, an English concen-

trator (and one of this magazine’s Ledecky Under-

graduate Fellows) who expects to study theology;

Brad Smith ’05, formerly of Leverett House and

Knoxville, Tennessee, a government concentrator

who plans to obtain an M.Phil. in comparative social

policy; chemistry concentrator Parvinder S. Thiara,

of Kirkland House and Rochelle, Illinois, who plans

to earn master’s degrees in theoretical chemistry

and in water science, management, and policy; Ryan

R. Thoreson, of Lowell House and Fargo, North

Dakota, a joint government and women, gender, and

sexuality concentrator, who will earn an M.Phil. in

social anthropology; and Elise Wang, of Adams

House and Chicago, a joint comparative religion and

women, gender, and sexuality concentrator, who

plans to pursue an

M.Sc. in forced migration, looking at refugee law.

Both new Marshall Scholars are Lowell House

residents. Daniel J. Hemel, a social studies concen-

trator from Scarsdale, New York, will earn an

M.Phil. in international relations at Oxford. Emily K.

Vasiliauskas, a literature concentrator from Pen-

hook, Virginia, will study criticism and culture at

Cambridge University.

Scholars Galore
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knowledge that we will never risk or
sacrifice our lives in the military service
of our country.

In my friend’s “Last Deployment Up-
date,” he wrote, “I’m still trying to adjust
to being back home.” But even then, after
months of his being away, I was still try-
ing to adjust to his having left. I keep all
his e-mails together in a file and some-
times, instead of reading the daily news
coverage of soldiers around the world, I
read his accounts of the number of hours

he slept, the kinds of equipment he used,
the quality of the food he ate, and all the
fears and emotions he experienced while
there in Iraq.

Reading them is like handling an arti-
fact. They remind me of his service, but
also of my years as an undergraduate at
Harvard—reading the newspaper, dis-
cussing world events in my classes, de-
bating the war in the dining hall. The
benefit of the varieties of student experi-
ences at Harvard is that we learn from

one another. Whether as cadets or con-
scientious objectors, we prove that war is
not removed from our campus. And even
though I did not find the answer I was
looking for, I found individuals whose re-
solve to do more than make excuses or
apologies is enough to encourage me to
keep thinking, to keep reading my
friend’s letters.

Casey N. Cep ’07 is one of the magazine’s Berta
Greenwald Ledecky Undergraduate Fellows.

In sports, as in life, a momen-
tar y  twist of  fate can change
everything that follows. So it is
with w restler  Olabode “Bode”

Ogunwole ’07 (pronounced bo-day o-
goow-o-lay), who began his senior year as
the number-two ranked college heavy-
weight in the United States, second only
to last year’s NCAA champion, the Uni-
versity of Minnesota’s Cole Konrad.

Though he had never wrestled Conrad,
Ogunwole had a realistic chance of de-
throning him and winning the national
championship this March at the NCAA
tournament. Ogunwole started his final
campaign with an 11-0 mark, including
two tournament victories, at the All Star
Classic in Dallas and the Cli≠ Keen Las
Vegas Invitational. But late in January, in
a scramble during a match at Lehigh, he
su≠ered a torn triceps tendon. The only
option was surgery, with a six-month re-
covery period—a sad end to his college
wrestling career.

Ogunwole was not an obvious candi-
date to contend for a national wrestling
title. As a youth, he did a lot of acting,
and played piano; in fact, he still plays
piano, mostly classical. He’s a soft-spo-
ken, bespectacled biochemistry concen-

trator, a pre-med interested in research.
His parents, John and Stella, are native-
born Nigerians who came to college in
the United States, and aren’t especially
athletic. But at Georgetown Preparatory
School in North Bethesda, Maryland,
Ogunwole tried football and performed
rather well as a nose guard on the defen-
sive line. A wrestling coach asked if
he’d like to try out. “I went out for the
team and enjoyed it,” he says, “and I’ve
never stopped competing. I like the fact
that the pressure is on you individually

to win matches to help your team out.”
Typically, that pressure would fall on

Ogunwole’s shoulders because, in dual
meets, heavyweight events are wrestled
last, so their result can decide the match.
There are 10 weight classes in college
wrestling, beginning at 125 pounds, and
the rules ensure that, among the lighter
athletes, opponents di≠er in weight by no
more than eight pounds. The classes
widen slightly for heavier grapplers, ris-
ing to a 13-pound span for the 197-pound
class, which falls between the 184-pound-
ers and heavyweights. But no class ad-
mits as wide a range as the heavyweight,
whose 87-pound bandwidth ranges from
198 to 285 pounds. (It is not “unlimited,”
though, and some heavyweights must
lose weight to compete; no sumo
wrestlers need apply.) “At the heavy-
weight level, there are so many variations
of body types,” explains head wrestling

P h o t o g r a p h  b y  S t u  R o s n e r

S P O R T S

Last and Best
Wrestling’s Bode Ogunwole could have won it all. 

Bode Ogunwole

Journal-UndergradSports_final  2/7/07  5:48 PM  Page 77


	HARVx075x0307.pdf
	HARVx076x0307.pdf
	HARVx077x0307.pdf



