
with forces of change—cultural, reli-
gious, political, demographic, technologi-
cal, planetary” and to “assess empirical
claims, interpret cultural expressions,
and confront ethical dilemmas in their
personal and professional lives.”

To that end, the task force recom-
mends general-education courses
in eight subjects (see box),
broadly covering topics in hu-
manities, social science, sci-
ence, and quantitative and eth-
ical reasoning, but explicitly
not in a departmental or
disciplinary way (because
that is the work of
students’ concentra-
tions). Indeed, to ful-
fill a general-education require-
ment, the task force would
require that a course satisfy one
or more of these goals:

• preparing students for
civic engagement;

• teaching students to
“understand themselves as
products of—and partici-
pants in—traditions of
art, ideas, and values”;

• preparing students

Eight Elements of
General Education

The Task Force on General Educa-

tion’s final proposal for that part of

undergraduate studies specifies

courses in eight subject areas, in addi-

tion to the College’s requirement for

some foreign-language proficiency

and Expository Writing, a first-year

mandate (itself subject to revision, to

incorporate instruction in writing and

speaking throughout a student’s acad-

emic experience).The categories are:

• Aesthetic and interpretive under-
standing;

• Culture and belief

• Empirical reasoning;

• Ethical reasoning;

• Science of living systems;

• Science of the physical universe;

• Societies of the world; and

• The United States in the world.

I l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  M a r k  S t e e l e

Yesterday’s News
From the pages of the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine

1922 Heywood Broun ’10, in a column

reprinted in the Bulletin, rues the fact that

Harvard is no longer the literary center

it once was.“When a Princeton man

speaks of Scott Fitzgerald,” Broun writes,

“his Harvard companions must remain

silent or adopt the somewhat irrelevant

remedy of saying,‘Well, who won the last

freshman eight-oared race?’” 

1937 President James Conant and 18

Law School faculty members publicly op-

pose President Roosevelt’s plan to pack

the Supreme Court.

1942 To prepare students

for military service,

Harvard begins a

compulsory physical

training program

for all under-

graduates, in-

volving four

hours a

week of supervised calisthenics, double-

time marching, and “vigorous exercise.”

1947 Harvard students boycott a local

tavern that has refused to serve several

black undergraduates, and a University-

wide Committee on Discrimination has

been set up.

1952 The editors bemoan the fading

popularity of formal dress, as evidenced

by the ascendancy of the ready-made suit

over the tailored. Sartorial fads include

string ties, six-foot mufflers, elbow

patches, and white shoes.

1962 The Harvard Cor-

poration plans to appoint

a civil-defense officer

whose responsibilities will

include determining the

University’s need for fall-

out shelters.

1972 In the Faculty of Arts

and Sciences, a thousand

graduate students strike

over proposed scholarship

cutbacks coupled with a

partial tuition increase.

During their “work stop-

page,” eight of 10 students

honor the picket lines.

1992 The edi-

tors laud President

Neil Rudenstine’s

plan to bring to-

gether administra-

tive leaders from

the University’s sepa-

rate institutions to

“map each school’s

course for the

next five to 10

years” and

to combat

Harvard’s

highly de-

central-

ized nature.
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