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Challenges on the
Field—and Off
Beset by an ugly string of o≠-season inci-
dents, the football team sought to make
amends on the playing field. After pound-
ing Holy Cross, 31-14, in a sun-soaked
home opener, the team downed Brown,
38-21, and came from behind to edge
Lehigh, 35-33. The rout of Brown, the de-
fending Ivy League champion, established
Harvard as the likely front-runner in this
year’s title chase, and with 445 rushing
yards in his first three games, star run-
ning back Clifton Dawson ’07 seemed
poised to break the league’s career rush-
ing record of 4,715, set 35 years ago by
Cornell halfback Ed Marinaro.

It’s a certainty that in 133 seasons of
footbal l,  no Harvard team has ever
reaped so much bad press before its first

fall scrimmage. On August 2—
Ivy League Media Day—head
coach Tim Murphy announced
that all-Ivy linebacker Matt
Thomas ’07 had been stripped
of his captaincy and dismissed
from the team. Thomas had
been charged with breaking
and entering, assault and bat-
tery, and malicious destruction
of property after an altercation
with a former girlfriend at Cur-
rier House in June. (Under a
pretrial probationary sentence,
he will receive anger-manage-
ment therapy and alcohol treat-
ment, and perform community
service.) Murphy also disclosed
on Media Day that Liam O’Ha-
gan ’08, the starting quarter-
back in nine of last year’s 10
games, had incurred a five-game

suspension for an
unspecified viola-
tion of team rules.

Those disciplinary
moves were preceded by one-
game suspensions imposed 
on two reser ve players for
scu±ing with a shuttle-bus
driver after a team barbecue in
April. Then, in early Septem-
ber, the Crimson revealed that
Keegan Toci ’07, a reserve re-
ceiver,  had been dismissed
from the team. The Boston
Globe reported that Toci had
presented an irreverent sketch
at the team’s annual “skit
night,” while an Associated
Press wire story said coach
Murphy had described Toci’s

solo turn, which reportedly cited 20 rea-
sons why Harvard’s Division 1-AA foot-
ball program would never rise to Divi-
sion 1-A, as “a mean-spirited attack on
the training sta≠, coaching sta≠, play-
ers, strength coaches, and Harvard Uni-
versity in general.” The Globe noted that
some members of the squad regarded
Toci’s sketch as less o≠ensive than cer-
tain “racy, o≠-color acts” presented that
evening, and stated that Murphy had
permanently canceled skit night. Mur-
phy later told this magazine that fur-
ther  d isc ipl inar y  act ion  was  in  the
works, but that the College dean’s o∞ce

Untried quarterback Jeff Witt (8)
came off the bench to engineer
four scoring drives as Harvard 
dispatched Holy Cross, 31-14, in 
the season’s opener.
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death,” she says. “It had a profound e≠ect
on me. Not only did you learn academics,
but it taught us to be altruistic and to look
out for one another. We really took own-
ership there; I learned how to be more re-
sponsible, more self-motivated.” A psy-
chology concentrator in Quincy House,

she loves “to hang out with non-runners.
It’s great to get away from it.”

And great to get back to it. Although
she has never run a marathon, which is
not an intercollegiate event,
Scherf dreams of doing so at the
Beijing Olympics in 2008. What-

ever comes, though, count on her to travel
far (and fast) afoot. “I see myself as being a
runner,” she says, “as long as my legs will
carry me.” �craig lambert

In the first game played on Harvard 
Stadium’s new artificial turf, record-breaking
halfback Clifton Dawson scored three 
touchdowns and had 170 yards rushing
against Holy Cross. The synthetic surface,
said Dawson, “felt great.”
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had asked him not to discuss it.
“I’ve been a head coach for 20 years and

I’ve never been through anything re-
motely like this,” Murphy said after the
Brown game, adding, “Ninety-nine per-
cent of the kids that we’ve had at Harvard
have been world-class human beings, the
kind that you would literally be proud for
your daughter to marry.”

Even with two key team members
grounded, Harvard garnered the most
first-place votes in the Ivy League presea-
son media poll, substantially ahead of
runners-up Pennsylvania and Brown.
Ryan Tully ’07, another linebacker, was
elected to replace Thomas as captain, and
Chris Pizzotti, a six-foot-five junior who
had missed the 2005 season because of a

back injury, was tapped to fill in at quar-
terback. In the opener against Holy
Cross—the first game played on Harvard
Stadium’s new artificial turf—Pizzotti
completed 10 of 13 passes for 126 yards,
but went down with a sprained knee lig-
ament as the second quarter began. With
Holy Cross leading 7–3, sophomore Je≠
Witt came o≠ the bench to direct touch-
down drives on four of Harvard’s next
five possessions. Clifton Dawson, who
would finish the day with 170 yards rush-
ing, scored three of the touchdowns,
with Witt passing to senior tight end
Matt Farbotko for the other. The hard-
charging Crimson defense held Holy
Cross to 40 yards rushing, was credited
with six quarterback sacks, and stopped
two second-half drives inside the 10-yard
line. “It was a great win in terms of
bringing everybody together,” said cap-
tain Tully, who led the defense with five
tackles, a pass breakup, and an inter-
ception.

Witt made his first varsity start at
Brown Stadium a week later and did
creditably, completing 13 of 20 passes for

Men’s Soccer
The Crimson (6-4, 1-1 Ivy) came back
twice to beat Yale, 3-2, in a crucial re-
bound from losses to Penn (3-1) and
Rhode Island (4-1). Earlier, Harvard
showed its potential in a 2-1 loss to
Duke, then ranked fifth in the nation.
Freshman Andre Akpan led the early
scoring with six goals and six assists;
Akpan, who scored two goals against
Yale, including the game-winner, was
twice named Ivy League Rookie of the

Week in the early going and was Ivy
League Player of the Week once. Cap-
tain Charles Altcheck ’07, the reigning
Ivy Player of the Year, was second in of-
fense, with five goals and three assists.

Women’s Soccer
The women booters (1-8-1, 1-1 Ivy) had
trouble scoring, suffering six shutouts in
their first 10 games. In league play, they
conquered Penn, 2-1—with Rachael Lau
’08 tallying the game-winner—but ab-
sorbed a tough 1-0 loss to Yale. But in an
earlier match, Harvard took Penn State,
then ranked eleventh in the nation, to
double overtime before falling, 3-2.

Soccer Summary
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189 yards and a touchdown before leaving
the game with a bruised shoulder at the
end of the third quarter. By that time
Harvard was leading, 31–7, and any Brown
hopes of averting a seventh straight loss
to the Crimson had gone south. Dawson
again was a dynamo, rushing for 181 yards,
catching three passes, and scoring three
touchdowns, all of them in the first half.
He scored the second on a tackle-break-
ing 58-yard sprint, and his third score
staked Harvard to a 21–0 lead before
Brown had registered a first down. “I
knew Clifton was going to shoulder a
huge part of the load today, which he

did,” said Witt after the game. “He could
run the ball and pick up seven, eight
yards on any play.” Once again Harvard’s
rushing defense was formidable, limiting
Brown to 35 yards on the ground. “They
beat us up,” said Brown coach Phil Estes,
whose squad had entered the game with a
nine-game winning streak, second
longest in Division 1-AA. “They were bet-
ter up front and we didn’t get it done.”

On the road again the next weekend,
the team fell behind Lehigh, 24-7, in the

second quarter, then reeled o≠ 28 straight
points and hung on to win a 35-33 squeak-
er, Harvard’s first defeat of the Mountain
Hawks since 1997. Gunning for Dawson,
the Lehigh defense held the workhorse
tailback to 94 yards rushing—an average
of three yards per carry, compared with

Roll out the red (and green, and white) carpet:
At left, workmen install Harvard Stadium’s new
artificial turf. Above: putting the finishing
touches on the new field, which had its debut
September 16 in a game against Holy Cross. 
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RobeRt C. engle, ksg, ALM 
engle & Co. PubliC RelAtions  

www.engleCo.CoM

I specialize in creative publicity strat-
egies (print and electronic media), in-
vestor relations, and crisis communi-
cation. Served as a Capitol Hill press 
secretary for many years. 703-356-
8230 or rengle@post.harvard.edu.
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Reservations in homes close to Harvard 
Yard. Luxuries available like broadband 
Internet access, in-room fax, and more. 
Rates range from $75 to $360 a night. 
www.bettinanetwork.com, 800-347-9166.

RiChARD C. byRon ’50

Harvard Art
www.rcbyronart.com

Check out Dunster House.

harvard 
-in-

Business
A directory of alumni-owned and 

-operated businesses and services

To advertise in H-I-B, please call 
Elizabeth Connolly at 617-496-6686 or 

e-mail classifieds@harvard.edu J. Hans Stumm, CLU, ChFC, CFP

What can you do today
to secure a comfortable
retirement? 
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In a darkened alley next to the Cleveland Public
Theatre, the crowd stares up at a sprite in white
suspended from two rings high above the ground.
Bathed in a pinkish spotlight, Montana Miller
’96 appears vulnerable, even as her outsized bi-
ceps contract to pull her body up between the
rings and her legs slide into a perfect split. Then
she wraps the ropes around her arms and is held
aloft, her hands and body free, appearing to float
above us all. 

“I ’ve always wanted to fly,” Miller
says after the show, her tightly
wound body curled up in a chair and
covered with a silky black cloak.

“Freedom is a compulsion for me.” As a
young competitive gymnast, she was
frustrated by moves that never catapulted
her high enough. From flying dreams she
awoke, disappointed. So when a family
friend said she’d make a good trapeze
artist, “Something just clicked.” 

Right after high school, she studied for
three years at an elite circus training in-

stitute in France, performing with its
fledgling troupe. Later, she translated
those talents into work as a professional
high diver in the gritty underworld of
amusement parks. In 1996, she was among
the first women to dive o≠ the famous
cli≠s in Acapulco. There she stood on a
rocky perch 87 feet up as the Mexican
divers yelled out when the tide was high-
est, and took a deep breath before hurling
herself o≠ the side into the air; a straight
small line falling into the green waves.
“Every high dive was just as scary as the
last one,” she says now. “The fears never
leave me...I just have an extraordinary
willingness to overcome them.”

At 36, miller has built a life around de-
fying gravity—and other limits of the
human condition, like age, culture, and
career tracks. In her full-time work as an
assistant professor of popular culture at
Bowling Green State University in Ohio,
she wants students to think critically

about the world of mass media in which
they are immersed: Who is promoting
what symbolic messages, and why? What
do the messages mean for di≠erent groups
of people in society? “I want them to stop
taking things for granted,” she says.
“Deeper thinking doesn’t come naturally
to them. But we want scholars and
thinkers in the field, not just people who
love pop culture and collect it or watch a
lot of TV.” She is lively and encouraging in
class, open to students’ perceptions and
unafraid to use the occasional dirty word,
or slang, like “bling” (it’s flashy jewelry
often worn by hip-hoppers).

She has certainly made an impression:
one girl created a biopic about Miller that
opens with her declaration: “Conquering
your fears is the greatest expression of
freedom.” Students call her the “coolest
teacher” and “friend” her by the dozens
on Facebook (the hugely popular on-line
social network founded by Mark Zucker-
berg ’06). On her own profile, she reveals
her favorite TV shows, quotations and
movies, and her relationship status. (Her
boyfriend is a 26-year-old paleontology
graduate student at the University of
Michigan.) Dressed in a flouncy miniskirt
and cowboy boots, she could almost pass
as a student herself. 

J O H N  H A RVA R D ’ S  J O U R N A L

seven-plus in his first two games—but
couldn’t keep him from scoring three
short-yardage touchdowns. The attention
to Dawson also created openings for Har-
vard’s array of gifted receivers. Pizzotti,
unexpectedly returning at quarterback,
had 15 completions in 29 attempts for 291
yards and one touchdown—a fourth-and-
four strike to freshman Matt Luft that
covered 42 yards and began the team’s sec-
ond-quarter comeback. Another aerial
touchdown came on a flashy 32-yard re-
verse pass from receiver Chris Sanders ’09
to senior Corey Mazza, who had 118 yards
on four catches. “Today we became a foot-
ball team,” said coach Murphy afterward.
“To get behind the eight-ball and see the
way we responded was tremendously sat-
isfying.”

Tidbits: The Stadium’s new FieldTurf
suits Clifton Dawson. “I personally thank

Harvard for installing this surface,” he
said after the Holy Cross game. “It felt
great. You feel faster, you feel confident in
your footing.” Dawson has bulked up in
the past year—he’s now listed at 210, as
against 190 last season—but still has the
squad’s fastest time (4.49 seconds) in the
40-yard dash.

The Dawson watch: As the holder of
every single-season and career rushing
record that Harvard keeps, Dawson
rewrites the record book on a weekly
basis. Three games into the season, he
ranked first among active Division 1-AA
players in career rushing yards (4,073)
and career all-purpose yards (5,086). His
exploits in the Holy Cross and Brown
games earned him successive citations as
Ivy League o≠ensive player of the week. 

Role reversal: Harvard’s 21–0 start in the
Brown game was a turnabout. In the
teams’ last two contests, Brown had a 37–3

advantage in first-quarter scoring, build-
ing leads of 21–0 in 2004 and 16–0 in 2005.
But both games were cli≠hangers. A sec-
ond-half rally gave Harvard a 35–34 vic-
tory in 2004, and in the first double-over-
time tie-breaker in Harvard annals, a field
goal by Matt Schindel ’08 won it for the
Crimson in 2005, 38–35.

New faces: Five of Harvard’s nine assis-
tant coaches are new this year. One is quar-
terback coach and o≠ensive coordinator
Joel Lamb ’93, who saw the error of his ways
and returned to Cambridge after nine years
as quarterback coach—and, for the past
three years, o≠ensive coordinator—at Yale.

Sign of the times: The games at Brown
and Lehigh were the only ones on this
year’s schedule to be played on natural
grass. Just two of the eight Ivy teams,
Brown and Yale, still retain natural sur-
faces, and Yale comes to the Stadium for
this season’s finale.                          �“cleat”

A L U M N I

“This Craving to Fly”

P h o t o g r a p h  b y  B r a d  P h a l i n / B o w l i n g  G r e e n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O∞ c e  o f
M a r k e t i n g  a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
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