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Hiram Hunn Awards
Six alumni are to receive this year’s
Hiram S. Hunn Memorial Schools and
Scholarships Awards, presented by the
Harvard College O∞ce of Admissions and
Financial Aid. The class of 1921 graduate
recruited and interviewed prospective
students for more than 55 years in Iowa
and Vermont; this year’s winners (who
are recognized for their work on schools
and scholarships committees worldwide)
have collectively performed more than 185
years of service. They are to receive their
awards at an October 13 ceremony.

James M. Dyer ’60, of New York City.
As an alumni leader with more than three

decades of interviewing
experience, Dyer has met
personally with hundreds
of applicants, none more
nervous than he himself
when interviewed (as a
Brooklyn high-school se-
nior 50 years ago) by H.V.
Kaltenborn, A.B. 1909, the

prominent radio commentator. As sub-
committee cochair of his local schools
and scholarships committee, Dyer contin-
ues to ensure that more than 800 appli-
cants from the five boroughs are inter-
viewed each year. 

Sylvia C. Gerson ’70,
Ph.D. ’75, of Fort Myers,
Florida. She began inter-
viewing applicants in
1978 and has chaired the
local schools and scholar-
ships committee since
1983. Gerson also served
four years as president of

the Harvard Club of Lee County, Florida,
and was HAA regional director for West-
ern Florida from 1999 to 2003. In 2000,
she received the HAA Harvard Club
Award.

John L. Gierak ’74, of
Birmingham, Michigan.
A 30-year veteran volun-
teer of schools and schol-
arships work, he also
served as president of the
Harvard Club of Eastern
Michigan from 1988 to
1990, and has been cochair of the local
schools and scholarships committee
since 1992.

Barbara (Frogel) Rip-
pa ’55, of South Burling-
ton, Vermont. Trained by
Hunn himself, Rippa has
been active in interview-
ing and recruiting Col-
lege candidates in North-
ern Vermont for 30 years.

Joan Porter MacIver
’75, of Halstead, England.
She has participated in
schools and scholarships
work since graduation,
and has focused on ap-
plicants in and around
London (with forays to
Wales) since 1993. She

was also president of the London Harvard
club from 2000 to 2002. 

Edward C. Thayer ’51,
of Berkeley, California.
As a new alumnus, Thayer
worked with the first
recipient of the Hunn
Award, the late Dana Cot-
ton, Ed.M. ’43, and later
with a young admissions
o∞cer, John P. Reardon
’60, now the HAA’s executive director. He
began interviewing candidates in 1960,
and has served as chair of the local schools
and scholarships committee. He was also
an HAA regional director for three years
in the mid 1970s.

Eric Lesser ’07, of Kirkland House, and Lau-
ren Tulp ’07, of Eliot House, are this year’s
David Aloian Memorial Scholars. They will be
formally acknowledged at the fall dinner of

the Harvard Alumni Association in October.
Established in 1988 in honor of David Aloian ’49, a former HAA executive director

and master of Quincy House, the scholarships are awarded to two seniors who have
made unique contributions to their Houses and to undergraduate life.

Lesser, of Longmeadow, Massachusetts, is a government concentrator and president
of the Harvard College Democrats; he coordinated the committees that brought
most of the 2004 Democratic presidential candidates to Kirkland House. As a junior,
he also organized several forums on citizenship, politics, and current events. Known
for his devotion to the House, Lesser one night wrote “Ode to Kirkland,” now a sta-
ple at House gatherings, which runs, in part: “Oh Kirkland! Oh Kirkland! Damn you
are so fine. Oh Kirkland! Oh Kirkland! Thank god that you are mine.”

As Eliot House cochair and social cochair, Tulp, of Acton, Massachusetts, has been a
leading force in planning and running events, including the annual fundraiser Evening
with Champions and the Fête (spring formal). She tries to nurture a friendly, commu-
nity atmosphere, practicing what she preaches as a member of the Eliot Breakfast
Club and of the intramural women’s crew team. She also volunteers outside the
House: as a tutor for Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, and, during the Alternative
Spring Break in 2005, as a worker rebuilding a church youth center in West Virginia.
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