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raising since 1990, cochair of the Chicago
Major Gifts Committee, and a member of
the executive committee of the Commit-
tee on University Resources for more than
10 years. (He volunteers as well for Teach
for America—to which nearly 10 percent
of Harvard seniors apply each year—by
serving as chairman of its Chicago
branch.) He and his wife, Mary, live in

Evanston, Illinois, with their two high-
school-age boys, Paul and Alex; their
daughter, Katherine, is a sophomore at
Bowdoin College.

The HAA, Finnegan says, will also con-
tinue to bolster communication with and
outreach to its 330,000 alumni worldwide
this year, and to “engage the unengaged”
among them, an HAA theme for the last

few years. Practically, that
mission includes supporting
the system of Harvard clubs,
which number 185 across the
globe; improving the on-line
Post.Harvard communica-
tion systems; and continuing
the HAA Global Series with
a new alumni conference
planned for Toronto for
March 2007. (The HAA has
previously run gatherings in
London, Mexico City, and
New Delhi.) The three regu-
lar HAA directors’ meetings
at Harvard will focus on
mind and body health (in
October); the art of teaching
(in February); and the future
of education at Harvard (in
May).

Finnegan, originally from
Scituate, Massachusetts, has
a long-range perspective on
Harvard’s undergraduate
education: his father, J. Paul
Finnegan, is class of 1946.
From his own College years,
Finnegan says he learned
most about friendship, and
treasures his ties to former
roommates and to team-
mates on the Nordic cross-
country ski team, which he

captained in his last two years in school. 
On graduation day, the father of his

roommate Hugh Hyde o≠ered Finnegan a
sales job at a publishing company, John-
ston International. “You come out of Har-
vard feeling pretty good about yourself
and the first territory I was given was a
di∞cult one,” he recalls. “I ran into a lot of
clients who really had no interest in my
products. It was very humbling, but in
the long term it was the best thing for me.
It forced me to do a better job convincing
people that what I was proposing was in
their interest. Coming out of Harvard you
really don’t expect to hear ‘No.’”

In 1977, he was transferred to the Hong
Kong o∞ce and traveled throughout
Southeast Asia, which was “exhilarating
for a 25-year-old.” The decision to return
to the United States was di∞cult, but
worthwhile. “I felt comfortable with in-
ternational business, marketing, and
sales, but I really didn’t have any financial
expertise; it was a glaring weakness,”
Finnegan reports. “At the Business School
I was in the classroom with people who
were financially astute. That was a real
wake-up call and turned out to be the ex-
perience that allowed me to get into the
world of private equity.”

As a private-equity investor, Finnegan
relies on skills of prediction, analysis, and
measurement, which makes him sanguine
about Harvard prospects. “Many alumni
are waiting to see what comes of this
transition at the University. [They] want
to know ‘Who is going to be our new
leader? Are we going to continue with the
same vision for the school?’” he reports.
“Given the people involved in the search
and the extraordinary opportunity for
new leadership, I think we’re going to be
impressed with what comes of it.”
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Return to Learn
The Alumni College programs, run by
the Harvard Alumni Association, range
from day-long symposia to two-hour
workshops and cover an array of topics.
Alumni events offered this fall include:
• Collection Series: Looking at Land-
scapes and Glass Flowers, in partnership
with the Harvard Museum of Natural
History.

• Gallery Socials:An Evening at the Fogg,
in partnership with the Harvard Univer-
sity Art Museums.
• Career Series IV: Work-Life Balance,
with retired professor of management
practice Myra Hart, in partnership with
Harvard Business School Career Services.
• Criminology Series: DNA and Foren-
sics, featuring associate professor of
pathology Frederick Bieber and associate

professor of public policy David Lazer.
• Bookmarks: Williams professor of his-
tory and political science Roderick Mac-
Farquhar, author of Mao’s Last Revolution,
in partnership with the Harvard Univer-
sity Press.

For the latest details on events, visit
http://post.harvard.edu/travel and click
on “Alumni College,” or call 617-495-
1920.

Paul J. Finnegan
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