
Head Butler is all about enthusiasm. There’s
never a bad review—that’s pointless. These
are enthusiasms to be shared and passed on.
It’s like being in a secret culture club, where
you get to take personal possession of every
artifact.”

Kornbluth aims to emulate Pico della
Mirandola, the Renaissance scholar who
proposed to write about all human knowl-

edge in a series of 900 essays. “What I am
trying to do is to write about all culture 
in 900 essays,” he says. Though he authors
a blog elsewhere dealing with politics 
and spiritual matters (“Swami Uptown,”
on beliefnet.com), church and state are ab-
sent from Head Butler, which pans for cul-
tural gold, regardless of viewpoint. And
nothing, he feels, is more radical than cul-

ture, citing Emerson: “The bust outlasts
the throne.” Bruce Springsteen, Kornbluth
says, “had as much to do with tearing
down the Berlin Wall as Ronald Reagan or
the pope. People hear great rock music and
understand that this is part of the life
force, not the death culture. Everything
grows toward the light. No one doesn’t
want to feel more alive.”    �craig lambert
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T
his may make me a less than
completely loyal Harvard alum-
nus, but I can’t help thinking of
Geyser University Professor

William Julius Wilson as the epitome of a
faculty member at the University of
Chicago, the institution from which Har-
vard lured him away in 1996. Wilson has
the almost Germanic high-academic seri-
ousness that Chicago is famous for—he
works steadily, formally, and deliberately

on massive, carefully
designed projects with
substantial sta≠s of
graduate assistants.
And he partakes deeply
of the grand tradition
of the department he

formerly headed at Chicago, sociology:
using the city as a laboratory, a site for deep
investigation of the way people in societies
behave. His books have generally used
Chicago research to make larger points.

There Goes the Neighborhood will do noth-

ing to dispel this impres-
sion, because it is based on
years of research on four
Chicago neighborhoods,
and is coauthored with one
of Wilson’s former col-
leagues in the Chicago soci-
ology department, Richard
Taub, now chairman of the
committee on comparative
human development there.
(I should confess here that I
know both Wilson and
Taub.) All big American
cities, but perhaps espe-
cially Chicago, undergo
changes in the composition
and condition of neighbor-
hoods that are disturbingly
rapid, especially by the gen-
eral standard of demogra-
phy, where things move at a
molasses pace. The most obvious example
is the wholesale shift of many urban neigh-

William Julius Wilson
and Richard P. Taub,
Ph.D. ’66, There Goes the
Neighborhood (Random
House, $23.95)

A city of ethnic neighborhoods: Chicago’s
Pilsen is largely Latino.

Wayles Brown seeks to locate
a story about a boy of English
and Hindu parentage who en-
counters the word “Eurasian”
and asks his teachers what it
means.They say evasively that he
will understand when he is older, but he
should never forget that Jesus loves him.

Joe Walsh hopes that someone can
identify the poem in which a gentian is
described as being “a deep and hurtful
blue.” D.H. Lawrence may be the poet, he
notes, “but neither ‘Bavarian Gentians’

nor anything else I can find contains that
phrase.”

“British whodunit [and] Bradshaw”
(July-August). Bettina Arnold was the first
of several readers to suggest The Five Red
Herrings, by Dorothy Sayers; although
Bradshaw is not specifically mentioned,

Nicholas Puner confirms that
novel as the one he was seeking.
He thanks Ruth Mandalian and
those who suggested Agatha
Christie’s The ABC Murders, Mike
Halpern and others who sug-

gested Sir John Magill’s Last Journey and ad-
ditional works by Freeman Wills Croft,
and James Durham, who suggested The
Riddle of the Sands, by Erskine Childers.

Send inquiries and answers to “Chapter
and Verse,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware
Street, Cambridge 02138.

C h a p t e r &  V e r s e
Correspondence on not-so-famous lost words
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Neat Lawns, Nice Neighborhoods
The myth of urban multiculturalism 

by NICHOLAS LEMANN
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borhoods from white to black in the 1950s,
’60s, and ’70s, and the concomitant dra-
matic white exodus to the suburbs, but, as
Wilson and Taub remind us, such changes
are ongoing. Chicago today is on the re-
ceiving end of a substantial migration
from Mexico that is a≠ecting many neigh-
borhoods [see “Latinos Nix Violence,”
page 15], and even neighborhoods that
years ago became African-American are
continuing to change—on a class rather
than race dimension—as better-o≠ fami-
lies try to protect the middle-class charac-
ter of their communities.

The natural response to all this churn is
to want to reduce it. Why can’t urban
neighborhoods be more stable? Why can’t
they have steadily high levels of civic en-
gagement? Why can’t they become peace-
fully integrated? Wilson and Taub seem
to have undertaken their study in search
of answers to these questions, and their
findings are jarring. The most stable and
socially functional urban neighborhoods,
they say, are ethnic enclaves; in these
pages, they treat settled neighborhood in-
tegration as an unattainable dream. In-
deed, in neighborhoods that work, it is
often precisely the e≠ort to prevent inte-
gration, by class or race—to keep the out-
siders from moving in—that spurs people
to form the kinds of networks of social in-
stitutions that observers of contemporary
American society seem to long for.

Wilson and Taub focus on four neigh-
borhoods, to which, by sociological cus-
tom, they give pseudonyms: Beltway,
Dover, Archer Park, and Groveland. Eco-
nomically they range from working-poor
to lower-middle-class; ethnically, Beltway
is a white enclave, Dover a white neigh-
borhood turning Latino, Archer Park a
crowded Mexican immigrant community,
and Groveland, the most appealing-
sounding of the four, a settled redoubt of
the black middle class. Although it does-
n’t appear that Wilson and Taub have
personally interviewed residents of these
neighborhoods, their research assistants
have done an enormous amount of leg-
work; this makes possible lively, interest-
ing portraits of all four areas that convey a
much richer sense of life there than you’d
get just from statistics and survey results.

But it’s not the world as liberals would
like it to be. Beltway is nakedly organized
around keeping blacks and Latinos out,
and as a result has the sort of richly tex-
tured “civil society” that’s supposed to
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have vanished from American society.
Dover’s civic life is much thinner because
it is multiethnic, but its two groups are
able to make common cause, and to form
active local organizations, around the mis-
sion of keeping blacks out of the neigh-

borhood and keeping neighborhood chil-
dren from being sent to majority-black
schools elsewhere. Wilson and Taub nev-
ertheless predict that over time, Dover’s
whites will leave and it will become all-
Latino. Archer Park’s residents are fo-
cused on moving one more step up the
ladder, which would entail leaving the
neighborhood, so they are civically defi-
cient (they, too, by the way, are deeply
prejudiced against blacks); Wilson and
Taub treat the e≠orts of nonprofit organi-
zations from outside the neighborhood to
seed a community life in Archer Park as
almost ridiculous. Groveland comes
across in these pages as an urban paradise,

but that’s substantially because its
residents, all of whom are black and
many of whom have safe public-sec-
tor jobs, are protected from having
to interact with white society,
which (understandably, given the
findings from the other neighbor-
hoods) they deeply mistrust.

Although there is a good deal of
variation among the neighbor-
hoods, what unites them is an in-
tense focus on the ordinary and the
local. Nobody in this book seems
motivated to any extent by the
soaring ideals of a good society; in-
stead, they are obsessively con-
cerned with protecting themselves
from the ever-present threat of so-
cial disorganization and on main-
taining order and decency block by
block. Gra∞ti and gangs reappear
constantly as the enemy, and neat
lawns and respect for elders as the

M O N T A G E

Leonard Bernstein ’39, D.Mus. ’67, will
always be remembered as the conductor
of the New York Philharmonic, but he was
a native New Englander, born in 1918 in
Lawrence, Massachusetts. From October
12 through 14, Harvard’s music depart-
ment will collaborate with the Office for
the Arts on “Leonard Bernstein: Boston to

Broadway,” a festival of concerts, exhibitions, screenings, master classes, and sym-
posia (see www.fas.harvard.edu/~ofa/bernstein/).

That weekend, Cambridge will brim with music, photographs, films, and conversa-
tions celebrating the man who has been called “music’s most exuberant hero.”
There’ll be a student-curated exhibit on Boston’s Bernstein at the Loeb Music Library
and at the Morse Music and Media Collection in Lamont, the fruition of a spring
2006 seminar taught by Watts professor of music Kay Shelemay and Mason profes-
sor of music Carol Oja, who is writing a book on Bernstein’s theatrical music. “He
had a kind of charisma and our students found that it was there from the beginning,”
says Oja. “Bernstein drew people in.”

Eliot House, where the composer lived as an undergraduate, will host an exhibi-
tion of Bernstein photographs taken by Steve J. Sherman. Films on Bernstein and
television shows from the 1950s will portray the conductor who had such a gift for
both dramatization and education, and who gave the 1971 Norton Lectures at Har-
vard, later published as The Unanswered Question. “Bernstein had major international
impact,” Oja notes. “In terms of wide reach, you could put him alongside Elvis, the
Beatles, and just a handful of other twentieth-century figures.”

Bernstein’s daughters, Nina Bernstein Simmons ’70, NF ’84, and Jamie Bernstein
Thomas ’74, his son, Alexander Bernstein ’77, and his brother Burton Bernstein will
speak at a panel on “Family Matters.” Childhood friends, former colleagues, and per-
formers of Bernstein’s music will join in the festival. These include Harold Prince, pro-
ducer of Bernstein’s 1957 musical West Side Story; actress and dancer Chita Rivera,who
played Anita in that show’s original cast, and lyricist Sheldon Harnick (Fiddler on the
Roof ). Two concerts, both under the direction of Judith Clurman of Juilliard,will feature
Bernstein’s music. One will focus on rarely performed early works, including the Piano
Trio (1937; written while an undergraduate), the Sonata for Clarinet and Piano (1942),
and the world premiere of an arrangement he wrote for Rhapsody in Blue just a month
after George Gersh-
win died in the sum-
mer of 1937, when
Bernstein was a coun-
selor at Camp Onota
in the Berkshires. The
instrumentation—for 
a campers’ ensemble
—is unusual: recorder,
clarinet, accordion,
voices, ukelele, piano,
and percussion. The
concluding concert will
offer compositions for
the theater. �C.L.

P E R F O R M A N C E

M a e s t r o
L e n n y

Bernstein in 1990. Music
director of the New
York Philharmonic from
1958 to 1969, he held the
lifetime title Laureate
Conductor of that
orchestra thereafter.

People who stay in
these neighborhoods
share an ethos 
of protest against 
people unlike 
themselves.

P h o t o g r a p h  b y  S t e v e  J .  S h e r m a n
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loftiest goal. Ethnic and class cohesion are
the obvious proxies for how to keep away
the bad and preserve the good—the sub-
jects of There Goes the Neighborhood may be
living out the e≠ects of vast national and
international changes in government pol-
icy and economics, but that’s not what
they talk about to Wilson and Taub’s re-
searchers.

As a conceptual framework for this book,
Wilson and Taub use Exit, Voice, and Loyalty, a
classic short work of political theory pub-
lished in 1970 by the economist Albert O.

Hirschman, LL.D. ’02,
then Harvard’s Lit-
tauer professor of po-
litical economy. To my
mind, Hirschman’s
schema—in response
to di∞culties, one can
either leave (that’s
exit), protest and try
to change things
(that’s voice), or grin
and bear it (that’s loy-

alty)—doesn’t make for a perfect fit with
the subject of neighborhood change in
Chicago. Hirschman was writing during
the Vietnam War, and he mainly had in
mind the way people behave as employees
of large, errant bureaucracies. For residents
of urban neighborhoods, the idea of “exit”
certainly applies, alas, but Hirschman’s
“voice” is not exactly the same thing as
forming block clubs and other community
organizations, and his “loyalty” entails a
kind of uncomplaining submission to cir-
cumstances that Wilson and Taub’s sub-
jects don’t much exhibit. Indeed, it seems
clear that in blue-collar Chicago, “voice”
and “loyalty” converge: for people in city
neighborhoods to stay put, they evidently
have to share an ethos of protest against
people unlike themselves.

Wilson and Taub end by noting, with a
sigh, that “strong neighborhoods and
community identity are a double-edged
sword” because they so often entail a re-
jection of liberal multicultural ideals—
and they don’t really propose a scheme
for preserving blue-collar urban neigh-
borhoods. Instead they suggest that these
neighborhoods band together politically
to demand ambitious new federal e≠orts
to improve conditions in the poorest
urban neighborhoods, the ones whose
residents the people in this book are pre-
occupied with keeping away from their
own neighborhoods. For those who have
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“I
t’s a food-obsessed culture in
Berkeley,” says Mollie Katzen. “It’s a
gourmet ghetto—boutique breads
and wines, oils, farmers’ market pro-

duce.” Three times a year, Katzen, the cel-
ebrated author of more than a dozen
cookbooks of vegetarian cuisine, travels
from her home in Berkeley, California, to
Cambridge. For the last three years, she
has been a consultant to the Harvard Din-
ing Services (HDS). “I’m here for the stu-
dents and the chefs,” she says.

Katzen first came to Harvard as part of an
advisory group for the nutrition department
of the Harvard School of Public Health,
where she helped de-
vise ways to put their
research findings into
practice and share them
with a wider audience.
She developed recipes
using healthy proteins (such as walnuts) and
fats (olive oils), and dishes based on whole
grains. (Recently, she coauthored Eat, Drink,
and Weigh Less with Stare professor of epi-
demiology and nutrition Walter Willett.)

Through this work, she became ac-
quainted with Harvard Dining Services
and joined them as an outsourced om-
budsman for students who wanted to eat
healthier meals. Now she consults with
HDS on menus, banquets, food presenta-
tion, and special stations for things like
panzanellas (a Tuscan bread salad) or Asian
noodle bowls (see her recipe for buck-
wheat noodles with cashews and greens at
www.harvardmagazine.com/on-line/-
090677.html). She also advises HDS’s
Food Literacy Initiative, a multipronged

e≠ort that aims to educate its sta≠ and
the Harvard community about food
sources and agriculture, nutrition, food
preparation, and community issues.

Here, Katzen explains how the idea for
a new dish may germinate in her mind—
and on her palate. �craig lambert

It often starts with the physical presence
of an ingredient: a trip to the market where
I might see some very beautiful or well-
formed or inspiring specimen; I’m drawn
to it. I pick it up and feel I just want to
cook these green beans. Or I see a lovely
pepper and know it wants to be roasted.

One of the things that has shifted over
the last 30 years is that now my impulse is
to do less, rather than more. It used to be
the kitchen-sink school: add every single
thing, sunflower seeds, garlic, as many sea-

M O N T A G E

Delicious Minimalism 
How vegetarians’ heroine Mollie Katzen invents a dish

Mollie Katzen, of
Moosewood
Cookbook fame,
advises Harvard’s
Dining Services.

followed Wilson’s work over the years,
this turn toward the ghettos, sudden as it
may be in this book, should not come as a
surprise: he has a burning, abiding pas-
sion to improve the parlous conditions in
the worst-o≠ urban neighborhoods.
What does seem to have changed,
though, is his previous conviction that in
American society, class will come to
trump ethnicity. Wilson’s first book, pub-
lished in 1978, was called The Declining
Significance of Race. It’s hard to imagine the

coauthor of There Goes the Neighborhood
writing something under that title. 

Nicholas Lemann ’76 is dean of and Luce professor
at the Columbia University Graduate School of
Journalism (see “The Press Professor,” September-
October 2005, page 78). He is a sta≠ writer for the
New Yorker and the author of several books, in-
cluding The Promised Land: The Great
Black Migration and How It Changed
America and the newly published Redemption:
The Last Battle of the Civil War. 
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