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acre Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village in
New Gloucester, Maine—the last reli-
gious community to be operated by Shak-
ers themselves (TPL holds the option
agreement to acquire and preserve ease-
ments on the land; a public-private part-
nership exists to raise $3.7 million for the
project this fall); 

• the protection of 17 acres of pasture
behind the historic santuario (chapel) in
Chimayo, New Mexico, from encroaching
residential development (along with
other preservation e≠orts in and around
the village); and

• the purchase of development rights on
more than 10,000 acres of ranch and farm-
land in Montana, located in the path of
looming suburban sprawl outside of Boze-
man. (“These are second- and third-gener-
ation ranchers and farmers who are tradi-
tionally very conservative, but have a
strong connection with their land and are
willing to give up development rights at a
discounted value in order to make sure the
land stays as it is for ranching and farm-
ing,” says Rogers. “It’s very inspiring.”)

Much of TPL’s work involves facilitat-
ing land-use and purchase agreements be-
tween local community and political
groups with varying agendas and munici-
pal, state, or the federal government. TPL
is not a long-term landowner or steward;
the Atlanta Beltline land, for example, will
ultimately be sold to public entities. In-
creasingly, the organization is finding
ways to partner with public and private
groups to raise funds for joint projects.

Thus in 2003, TPL’s challenge in north-
ern New Hampshire was to preserve about
170,000 acres by “limiting what you might
call back-country sprawl to protect criti-
cal wetland and water resources at the
headwaters of the Connecticut River,”
Rogers explains. But another goal was to
support the traditional local economies—
timbering and forest products—while
“providing public access to these lands
that include recreation activities such as
hunting, fishing, hiking, snowmobiling,
and other ways the people who live in the
north woods use the land.” 

TPL negotiated the purchase of the en-
tire property and then sold about 25,000
acres to the Nature Conservancy (which
sold it, with an easement that permanently
preserved the land, to New Hampshire’s

Fish and Game De-
partment). The bal-
ance of the 170,000
acres was sold di-
rectly to the state’s
Department of Re-
sources and Eco-
nomic Development,
which put an ease-
ment on the land
stipulating develop-
ment restrictions,
public access, and
timbering parame-
ters, and then sold
the restricted fee to
Lyme Timber Com-
pany, which manages
the land and harvests
wood sustainably
under those dictates.
“This is the sort of
complex and cre-
ative, multiparty,
multistrategic ap-
proach that is becom-
ing more common in
land conservation,”
Rogers points out.
“We have a lot of very entrepreneurial, cre-
ative individuals who are based through-
out the country—a lot of local gray mat-
ter—who respond to projects locally.”
(Many of those people are Harvard alumni;
see page 78.) 

James Langford, for example, a native of
Calhoun, Georgia, where he returned to
live a few years ago, was cofounder and
principal of Harbinger Corp., a pioneer-
ing e-commerce firm. He is also some-
thing of an independent scholar in ar-
chaeology, and runs The Coosawattee
Foundation, which has focused on re-
searching early Native American sites in
northwest Georgia. “This is a moment of
unprecedented change in the landscape.
In my lifetime, in my home county, there
were dirt roads that now have major
housing developments on them,” he says.
“And you’ve got children who are afraid to
go out in the natural environment; they’re
afraid of bugs, of animals. The human
connection to the land is…being dimin-
ished every day and I see people who un-
derstand that loss, and mourn that loss.
That’s why they want to live near parks

and green space; that’s why visits to his-
torical sites are at an all-time high.”

In Greater Atlanta, he says, 46 acres of
trees are cut down daily to make way for
commercial and residential suburban de-
velopments. Only 3.6 percent of the city’s
public land is devoted to parks and green
space; in cities like Boston, New York, and
San Francisco, the figure is around 18 to 20
percent. Langford joined TPL two years
ago because he sees opportunities, such as
the Beltline, to reverse these statistics.
Many new and younger Atlantans don’t
have cars and want bikeways, walkways,
and trolleys to get around, plus parks that
connect neighborhoods, “because they
want a vibrant inner-city life,” he adds. “If
you’re anti-sprawl, then you’ve got to be
pro-density.” 

Rogers sees the Beltline as a national
model for reinvestment in public, urban
life—and in human health. “We believe
in an integrated landscape—from inner
city to wilderness. It’s all important, and
when it gets sliced and diced and shaped,
you lose the sense of it as a whole,” he
says. “We’re talking about the mental

Graduate School Medalists

Each June, the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Centennial
Medal, first awarded in 1989 on the occasion of the hundredth an-
niversary of the school’s founding, honors alumni who have made
contributions to society that emerged from their graduate study at
Harvard. This year’s honorands are, from left, University of South-
ern California professor of history and California State Librarian
emeritus Kevin Starr, Ph.D. ’69; University of California, Santa
Cruz, astronomy professor and new Harvard Overseer Sandra
Faber, Ph.D. ’72, whose research has helped reveal the history of
the universe; theoretician of economic growth, Nobel Prize-win-
ner, and MIT professor emeritus Robert M. Solow ’44, Ph.D. ’51,
LL.D. ’92; and pioneering bioethicist Daniel Callahan, Ph.D. ’65,
cofounder and president emeritus of The Hastings Center and a
Senior Fellow at Harvard Medical School.
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