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• Life sciences. Reflecting changes in
basic knowledge and the opportunity to
devise smaller concentrations more ap-
pealing to students, the faculty on April
18 approved a wholesale revision of un-
dergraduate studies in biology. In pre-
senting the plan, professor of anthropol-
ogy Daniel E. Lieberman noted pointedly
that undergraduates found current con-
centrations “too large, too broad, and too
confusing.” In response, the new “life sci-
ences cluster” replaces the biology and
biochemical sciences concentrations with
chemical and physical biology; human
evolutionary biology; molecular and cel-
lular biology; organismic and evolution-
ary biology; and neurobiology. These five
fields are complemented by the existing
biological anthropology, social and cogni-
tive neuroscience (in psychology), and
chemistry tracks—all building upon the
new Life Sciences 1a and 1b introductory
sequence, and each better able to provide
focused advising and pertinent laboratory
experiences (descriptions appear at
www.lifescience.fas.harvard.edu).

The interdisciplinary revamping of an
entire field such as life sciences suggests
how rethinking introductory, general-ed-

ucation, and higher-level courses can
bring faculty members together to refresh
education throughout undergraduates’
Harvard years. That goal has been elusive
so far, because little agreement exists on a
general-education successor to the Core
curriculum. In faculty meetings, profes-
sors aired concerns that a distribution re-
quirement would qualify too many de-
partmental courses as “general-
education” equivalents; that the emerging
integrative courses were not clearly in the
o∞ng; and that important goals (familiar-
ity with a foreign language, quantitative
analysis, ethical principles, and public
service) were being orphaned.

Interim president Derek Bok’s analysis
of undergraduate education in Our Under-
achieving Colleges, published last December,
explicitly dissects models of general edu-
cation, and acknowledges the “long and
inconclusive debate” on the subject na-
tionwide. In one of his last o∞cial com-
ments as dean, at the last regular FAS
meeting of the year, William C. Kirby in-
formed the faculty that Bok had asked
him to convene a summer working group
to ready recommendations on general ed-
ucation for the fall agenda.

J O H N  H A RVA R D ’ S  J O U R N A L

Fulfilling its pledge to create formal channels through which to hear faculty and
student ideas and views, the Corporation-Overseer committee searching for a per-
manent successor to President Lawrence H. Summers announced on May 12 the
membership of two advisory groups (see “Precedent-Setting Presidential Search,”
May-June, page 66).

The faculty group is chaired by Pforzheimer University Professor Sidney Verba.
Other members, and their affiliations, are: Lisa Berkman (Harvard School of Public
Health); Richard Fallon (Harvard Law School); Stephen Greenblatt (Faculty of Arts
and Sciences [FAS]); Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham (FAS); Amy Hollywood (Harvard
Divinity School); Eric Jacobsen (FAS);Alex Krieger (Harvard Graduate School of De-
sign); Ramesh Narayan (FAS); William Sahlman (Harvard Business School); Judith
Singer (Harvard Graduate School of Education); Robert Stavins (Kennedy School of
Government); and Christopher T. Walsh (Harvard Medical School).

The student group is chaired by Matthew Murray (Kennedy School/Law School).The
other members are Whitney Baxter (Harvard College [HC]); Katherine Beck (HC);
Sarah Carter (Graduate School of Arts and Sciences [GSAS]); Liza Ching (Kennedy
School); Kerith Conron (School of Public Health); Emilie Dressaire (GSAS); Gillian Fell
(Medical School); Christopher Fonzone (Law School); Mark McInroy (Divinity School);
Owen Patrick (Business School); Vivek Ramaswamy (HC); Hanna Rodriguez-Farrar
(Graduate School of Education); and Christopher White (Design School).

Comments may be sent in confidence to psearch@harvard.edu or by mail to Har-
vard University Presidential Search Committee, Loeb House, 17 Quincy Street, Cam-
bridge 02138, or to any member of the advisory groups.

Search Sources

The Challenge of
Plagiarism
Harvard college has only one course
required of every student: “Expository
Writing.” Better known simply as “Ex-
pos,” the class urges freshmen to “con-
centrate directly on the craft of compos-
ing and revising their ideas.” Among the
skills to be learned in Expos is one that
Kaavya Viswanathan ’08 might have
found useful when writing her novel, How
Opal Mehta Got Kissed, Got Wild, and Got a
Life—avoiding plagiarism.

Plagiarism, the slim Expos booklet
Writing with Sources explains, “is an act of
lying, cheating, and stealing.” Harsh
words, but senior preceptor Gordon Har-
vey, the man who wrote them, who is also
assistant director of the Expos program,
has a somewhat more understanding atti-
tude. “It’s about pressure,” he says: pres-
sure to produce, achieve, and compete.
Tight deadlines combined with copying
and pasting notes from on-line sources
“can create genuine accidents. You run
out of time and it’s hard to go back [for
proper citations].”

He distinguishes, though, between a
genuine mistake and “fraud—passing o≠
something as yours, the work for which
was done by somebody else.” Harvey re-
ports that, during his three years on the
College’s disciplinary body, the Admin-
istrative Board, student after student
claimed photographic memory, but cases
typically involved “passages of such com-
plexity that it was rarely plausible.” The
questionable passages in Opal Mehta reflect
Megan McCa≠erty’s novel Sloppy Firsts so
closely that they “could only have hap-
pened with extensive notes, or if [Viswa-
nathan] had the book open in front of
her,” Harvey declares. “What we would
look for on the Ad Board is evidence that
things had been changed to hide [copy-
ing].”

Harvey, however, is less concerned with
catching every misattributed quotation
than with the chilling e≠ects that strict
enforcement can have. Each year, he notes,
terrified freshmen turn in “massively foot-
noted” essays the week after lectures on
plagiarism. “It can be paralyzing” to have
so many rules, he says. “You don’t want to
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