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Superior Scientists
The 72 new members of the National Academy of Sci-
ences elected in April included six Harvard faculty
members: David E. Clapham, Castaneda professor of
cardiovascular research; Peter T. Ellison, Cowles
professor of anthropology (and past dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences);
Claudia Goldin, Lee professor of economics; Eric J. Heller, professor of chemistry and
physics; Charles H. Langmuir, professor of geochemistry; and Robert J. Sampson, Ford
professor of the social sciences. 

Arts and Sciences Fellows 
Eight University a∞liates were
elected fellows of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences: pro-
fessor of astronomy Charles R. Al-
cock (director of the Harvard-
Smithsonian Center for  Astro-
physics); Ropes professor of politi-
cal economy Albert Alesina; Tyler professor in con-
stitutional law Richard H. Fallon Jr.; O’Brian pro-
fessor of divinity and Albertson professor of Middle
Eastern studies William A. Graham (dean of Har-
vard Divinity School); professor of cell biology
Mark T. Keating; the Kennedy School’s Steven E.
Miller (director of the International Security Pro-
gram); professor of economics James H. Stock; and
professor of sociology Mary Waters.

Helping Humanities
Winners of the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s Distinguished
Achievement Awards, recognizing “significant contributions to hu-
manistic inquiry,” this year include Conant University Professor
Stephen Owen, an authority on Chinese poetry. The awards, of up to
$1.5 million each, support each scholar’s work and institution. Past
Harvard winners include Cogan University Professor Stephen Green-
blatt, Goelet professor of medieval history Michael McCormick, and

Porter professor of philosophy Christine Korsgaard.

APS Honorands
Professors elected as members of the American Philosophical Society include Hobbs
professor of cognition and education Howard E. Gardner; Conant University Profes-
sor Stephen Owen; Thomas professor of government and sociology Theda Skocpol,
dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences; and Huntington professor of onco-
logic medicine emeritus Paul C. Zamecnik.

Women of Achievement
Brigham professor of women’s health JoAnn Manson ’75, D.P.H. ’87,
M.D., a principal investigator for several important studies of women’s
health, received the College’s Women’s Professional Achievement
Award. Graduating senior Lauren A.E. Schuker won the student Wo-
men’s Leadership Award; the Crimson president and Marshall Scholar
will study at the Courtauld Institute of Art in London this fall.
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Quantum Leap for
Engineering
Harvard’s division of Engineering and
Applied Sciences (DEAS) may soon be-
come a full-fledged school of engineering,
under a plan presented in May to the Fac-
ulty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) by the di-
vision dean, Venkatesh Narayanamurti.
During his eight-year tenure, Dean Venky,
as he is known, has invigorated the divi-
sion, replacing a raft of retiring faculty
members and expanding the ranks of its
professoriate by about 50 percent. His
plan to retire this year was forestalled by
the resignations of William C. Kirby and
Lawrence H. Summers. “It was fairly ob-
vious that you couldn’t go recruiting for
such an important position without ei-
ther the dean of the faculty or the presi-
dent,” he said in an interview. 

The task of elevating engineering and
applied sciences from a division to a
school within FAS, a change recom-
mended by the last two Board of Over-
seers’ visiting committees, in 2002 and
2005, was one Venky had anticipated leav-
ing to a successor. But when University
provost Steven E. Hyman and the Corpo-
ration asked him to stay, he agreed to help
carry that vision forward. “It’s very excit-
ing,” he said. “I wish I were younger. I’d
take it for 20 years.” (He will, however,
give up the FAS position of dean of physi-
cal sciences as of June 30.)

For now, the proposed change is pri-
marily one of nomenclature. Undergradu-
ates would still be admitted to Harvard
College, and could choose an engineering
concentration. DEAS has always been
fairly autonomous financially, covering all
its expenses except student housing
through its endowment and decanal
fundraising. It maintains its own commu-
nications efforts and development per-
sonnel. But the new name is important for
several reasons, Venky emphasized at a
presentation to the FAS faculty in May. It
will greatly enhance the visibility of engi-
neering at Harvard, both within and be-
yond the University, aiding in the recruit-
ment of students and faculty alike. And it
presages a second wave of growth—on
the order of an additional 50 percent—in
the engineering faculty, which now num-
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bers near 70. This growth would put the
program on a par with the two Venky re-
gards as peers, those of Caltech and
Princeton, which have about 110 and 125
faculty members, respectively.

The need to hire more faculty in engi-
neering is driven by the nature of modern
scientific inquiry, as well as by issues of
cultural literacy. Engineering knowledge
is becoming increasingly important in
law, business, and government, for exam-
ple. Furthermore, advances in biology and
chemistry increasingly require collabora-
tive engineering expertise. “You cannot
even advance in science without a signifi-
cant presence in engineering research,”
says Venky, “because you will not be able
to do the great science,” such as nanobiol-
ogy. The enthusiasm of other faculties for
collaborative inquiry with DEAS suggests

that he is right. “Harvard can-
not be a great university,” he
says, “without a great engineer-
ing research organization.

The challenge, he notes, will
be to maintain the distinctive,
nondepartmental structure of
DEAS as the faculty grows. “An
individual department,” he be-
lieves, based on his experience
at Bell Labs and elsewhere, “is
too small to make moves across
disciplines” a key characteristic of its
work. But as the school grows, some addi-
tional administrative and academic struc-
ture will become necessary. Venky will
work with faculty groups this summer to
ensure that such details as a revised cur-
riculum and strategies for the appropriate
mentoring of junior faculty are hammered

out; he may hire an external consulting
group to further strengthen relationships
within DEAS and ties to FAS and other
schools. “But I’ll be careful,” he says. “We
need to be relatively lean…so that people
have access to the people who are making
the decisions, and I am always account-
able to the faculty whom I serve.”

Reconfiguring the
Curriculum
Much work on refashioning the under-
graduate curriculum remains for the next
academic year, but the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences (FAS) concluded its spring meet-
ings by adopting several significant
changes. Students will have more time to
choose their concentrations, and new op-
tions for minor fields of study, encourag-
ing them to investigate diverse disciplines;
professors will supervise writing and
speaking more directly; and new humani-
ties courses and wholesale changes in the
life sciences aim to provide better acade-
mic experiences. Together, those measures
may help a new committee on general ed-
ucation (the most contested terrain in the
three-year curriculum review) progress
toward legislation in the fall.

• Concentrations. At its April 18 meet-
ing, the faculty voted that, beginning
with the class matriculating in Septem-
ber, students be required “to declare a
field of concentration before the end of
classes in the third term of enrollment.”
Harvard has required freshman-year con-
centration choice, earlier than at other
colleges and universities. Given students’
need to begin fulfilling other mandates
(expository writing, foreign language, the
Core curriculum or its general-education

successor, and the standard 12 or more
term-length concentration courses),
many found it hard to explore course of-
ferings and discover a new passion.

To allay concerns in the sciences and
engineering that undergraduates might
inadvertently foreclose options by failing
to pursue needed courses in sequence,
students will now have to have “a docu-
mented advising conversation with a rep-
resentative from one or more prospective
concentrations” before the end of their
first year. The departments may not limit
fall courses in the sophomore year to stu-
dents who indicated an interest in the
concentration the prior term.

• Secondary fields. Optional four- to
six-course sequences could be o≠ered by
departments or standing degree commit-
tees; students could be recognized for
work in one, alongside their concentra-
tions. Following the vote on April 4, more
than a dozen departments began advanc-
ing proposals for such sequences to the
Educational Policy Committee for review.

• Writing and speaking. FAS voted on
May 16 to replace a Core subcommittee
focused on expository writing with a
stand-alone faculty committee to review
the teaching of writing and speaking
throughout the College curriculum.

As these changes progressed, faculty
members advanced other changes in
course content and pedagogy that will,

over time, determine directly what kinds
of general education and concentration
experiences students have.

• Humanities. Following the successful
launch of the new introductory life-sci-
ences course, with team-teaching and
fresh approaches to classwork and labo-
ratories (see page 56 and “Enlivening Sci-
ence,” July-August 2005, page 62), dean for
the humanities Maria Tatar briefed the
faculty on May 2 about innovative “por-
tal” courses in that division, “expansive in
scope and integrative” of subject matter.
Several will appear as “general education
courses: humanities” in the Courses of In-
struction 2006-2007. For example, Stephen J.
Greenblatt and Louis Menand will pre-
sent an “introductory humanities collo-
quium” covering “major works of litera-
ture and ideas” from Homer through
Joyce, probing “the kinds of issues ad-
dressed in humanistic studies.” In a later
conversation, Tatar said her colleagues
were responding to “real hunger out there
among undergraduates for broad-based,
integrative courses” investigating large
topics in life, literature, and philosophy—
in contrast to “boutique model,” special-
ized classes for concentrators. The new
courses, varying in size and pedagogy, are
“an experiment, a sort of humanities labo-
ratory” that she hopes will “ignite inter-
est” from students, as they have already
among faculty members.
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