
program among Yard proctors and first-
year advisers. In choosing among appli-
cants, Losick favors enthusiasm over
achievement. “I assume that any student
admitted to Harvard is smart,” he says. “I
want to find who’s motivated.”

James Sawalla Guseh II ’06 heard about
Losick’s program from his freshman proc-
tor. He had done laboratory work at Duke
and Chapel Hill in high school, and, on
arriving at Harvard, mentioned that he
might be interested in stem-cell work.
Losick placed him in the lab of Cabot pro-
fessor of the natural sciences Douglas A.
Melton, a leading stem-cell researcher
and co-director of the Harvard Stem Cell
Institute, where he remained through
graduation. Guseh’s research in Melton’s
lab culminated in a biochemical sciences
thesis investigating the formation of the
lung through three sets of experiments. It
recently won a Hoopes prize. Next year,
Guseh plans to apply to graduate schools
and to prepare some
of his findings for
publication. If it had-
n’t been for Losick’s
program, he says, he
might have concen-
trated in govern-
ment and gone to law
school. “I’ve always
had an interest in
doing research that
perhaps the program
just nurtured,” he ex-
plains. Because he
earned part-time
wages during the
school year and full-
time wages over the
summer, he never
needed to find a sup-
plementary job. 

Part of the reason
the program works,
Losick says, is that
college students are a
welcome presence in
most faculty laborato-
ries. “Professors al-
ready have postdocs
who are experienced,”
he explains. “They
want to take under-
graduates in the lab

because they’re smart and enthusias-
tic.” He says he relishes his role as a
“matchmaker” between students
and colleagues, because what he’s ul-
timately trying to build is a new sort
of scientific community. For Juliet
Girard—who has been working in
the lab of MCB chair Andrew W.
Murray, researching how micro-
tubule tension is sensed during cell
division—the program has o≠ered a
group of friends as well as financial
support. “There’s a strong sense of
camaraderie,” she says. “It’s really
felt like a community for me.”

It’s a good time to be thinking about
life-science education. A proposal enacted
this spring divides the undergraduate
concentrations of biology and biochemical
sciences into five new specializations;
these will join with three existing tracks
to create an eight-part life-sciences cluster

(see page 65). The new organization is in-
tended to provide students with greater
flexibility and closer contact with faculty
advisers. It is not so surprising, then, that
Losick’s projects have helped set the tone
for change.

Robert Lue describes Losick as “abso-
lutely crucial” to the planning of the new
concentration cluster—even
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