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In some cases, this e≠ort has impelled
Losick to move past the classroom entirely.
When a few students, like Jillian Spangler
’06, entered BS 52 with previous laboratory
experience, Losick allowed them to skip
the weekly course lab sections and do re-
search, in his own laboratory, that gener-
ated new and valuable data. They were
doing science, rather than simply learning
it—all while getting to see what their pro-
fessor did outside the lecture hall. “It gave
me a very good chance to get to know him,”
says Spangler, who plans to begin doctoral
work in organic chemistry this fall at
Princeton. “We became very good friends.”

She also took advantage of other re-
search opportunities that Losick has
helped to organize within the curriculum.
Spangler enrolled for the inaugural semes-
ter of Molecular and Cellular Biology 100,
a course Losick designed with Robert Lue,
who is executive director of undergradu-
ate education in molecular and cellular

biology. MCB 100 is a course based en-
tirely on research: students pick a

topic that interests them and pursue
it, in groups, as part of a larger fac-

ulty project. It’s an opportunity
many might not otherwise see
until graduate school. Unlike a
graduate research track,
though, MCB 100 o≠ers an
overview of several di≠erent
projects; each group shares its
progress with the class as a
whole. Students make their
own schedules and conduct
most of their work in Har-
vard’s teaching laborator-
ies, newly renovated and
equipped with a combination

of University and HHMI
funds. The students learn, in

effect, how to teach themselves
science.

Losick’s program for disadvan-
taged students rests at the point

where this new pedagogy meets the
world outside Harvard’s gates. He ac-

tively recruits freshmen every fall,
drawing a list of possible candidates

from the College admissions o∞ce and
identifying students who are interested in
science but have performed poorly on
their placement exams. He advertises the
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Yesterday’s News
From the pages of the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine

1916 The Faculty Committee on the
Use of English by Students reports that
undergraduates “write bad English because
of sheer ignorance. Errors in spelling,
punctuation, grammar, and sentence struc-
ture abound…the influence of bad school
training and years of indifference.”

1921The Bulletin’s editors criticize the
University for merely “welcoming” Marie
Curie to Cambridge three days before
Commencement, rather than awarding
her an honorary degree as Yale and other
institutions have done. “To pay this honor
to any woman,” they note, “would of
course have been an innovation at Har-
vard, but it is an innovation which sooner
or later is bound to come, and to associ-
ate it with such an event as the discovery
of radium might have gone far to justify it.”

1941 In the face of impending war,
70 Harvard students and 40 Yalies
spend six summer weeks in joint
training at the Field Artillery ROTC
Camp in Underhill, Vermont.

1956 John F. Kennedy ’40, the
main Commencement speaker,
notes a gap growing between in-
tellectuals and politicians. He re-
calls that the nation’s first great
politicians were also writers and
scholars, citing Thomas Jefferson,
described by a contemporary as
“a gentleman of 32,who could
calculate an eclipse, survey an es-
tate, tie an artery, plan an edifice,
try a cause, break a horse, dance a
minuet, and play the violin.” 

1961 Harvard hosts preliminary
training for 38 Peace Corps candi-
dates bound for two years in Nigeria.

1966 Adrienne Rich ’51 becomes
the first woman to deliver a Phi Beta
Kappa poem at Harvard. Her defense of
artists’ right to speak out on political mat-
ters, notably Vietnam, draws some boos.

1971 Harvard’s air force and navy
ROTC units commission their last offi-
cers the day before Commencement.
(The army unit left in1970.)…Derek C.
Bok becomes the twenty-fifth president
of Harvard, the first since 1672 who is
not a graduate of the College.

1976 A special loan plan is established
to help parents otherwise ineligible for
major financial aid pay for their children’s
education at Harvard-Radcliffe as the
College year’s price tag rises to $7,360.

I l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  M a r k  S t e e l e
C h a r t  b y  S t e p h e n  A n d e r s o n
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