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rated, my father became distant in my life,”
Fuchs says. Lil was not much better. She
left her only child with grandparents from
age seven to 10. Even after they reunited,
Fuchs spent most of her adolescence and
adulthood aching with confusion over
what to feel about her mother. To Lil,
“‘Love’ was one of the soft-creepy words

like ‘God,’ ‘soul,’
‘woman,’ and even
‘mother,’” Fuchs
writes. “With her
booming voice, her
high energy, her
self-promotion, her
drive for success,
her critical intelli-
gence, her scorn for
stupidity—in any
given room, Mother
took up all the air
there was.” In short,
Lil was “a good old
narcissist.”

Since her book’s

publication last year, Fuchs has read and
lectured widely: for Alzheimer’s and
caregivers’ organizations, at Yale Med-
ical School, and at assisted-living facil-
ities around New England, where she
made some interesting discoveries about
dementia care. In one facility, sta≠ mem-
bers had set up a series of “life-work sta-
tions”: a table on which to fold laundry,
a typewriter on a desk, and even a “gro-
cery store” with carts and a few shelves
of food. “What they’ve found is that
whenever some of the older women
were feeling agitated and anxious, it
often helped them to do a familiar task
that their hands remembered, even if
their minds did not,” Fuchs says. “This
is theater. The whole sta≠ is trained in
doing this—this letting go of a
strict reality—and everyone is
much happier.” 

When Lil was 84, Fuchs moved
her to the dementia unit of a
nursing home. There, Lil and a
fellow patient, Harry Blue, fell in

love. They often sat together holding
hands and smiling, their eyes closed.
One day they mistakenly wore each
other’s dentures. For Fuchs, the couple
embodied what one of her professors
had once said about playwright Henrik
Ibsen: “He never gave up on the possibil-
ity for human growth. And that is what
accounts for the fact that in the last mo-
ment of the last act something would
happen, like Nora suddenly walking out
of the marriage,” she explains. “I think
Making an Exit has that same spirit, in that
my mother in the last few months of her
life had this love a≠air. For me, it’s about
never losing sight of the possibility that
someone can change.”

� nell porter brown
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The Candidates
This spring, five new Harvard Overseers
and six new elected directors for the Har-
vard Alumni Association (HAA) board
will be chosen by alumni.

To be counted, ballots must be received
in Cambridge by noon on June 2. Results
will be announced at the HAA’s annual
meeting on June 8, Commencement day.
All Harvard degree holders, except Cor-
poration members and o∞cers of instruc-
tion and government, may vote for Over-
seer candidates. The election for HAA
directors is open to all alumni.

The candidates, in ballot order, are:

For Overseer (six-year term):
Leila T. Fawaz, Ph.D. ’79. Cambridge.

Professor of history and diplomacy,
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy,
Tufts University, Medford, Massachu-
setts.

Henry W. McGee III ’74, M.B.A. ’79.
New York City. President, HBO Video.

Robert N. Shapiro ’72, J.D. ’78. Cam-
bridge. Partner, Ropes & Gray, Boston.

Sandra Faber, Ph.D. ’72. Monte Serena,
California. Professor of astronomy, Uni-

versity of California, Santa Cruz. 
Ricardo H. Hinojosa, J.D. ’75.

McAllen, Texas. U.S. District
Court judge.

Arne S. Duncan ’86. Chicago.
CEO, Chicago Public Schools.

Ann Moore, M.B.A. ’78. New
York City. Chairman and CEO,
Time Inc.

Emily Pulitzer, A.M. ’63. St.
Louis. President, Pulitzer Founda-
tion for the Arts.

For Elected Director (three-year
term): 

Patrik Johansson, M.P.H. ’01.
Washington, D.C. Physician; dep-
uty chief medical o∞cer of the
Greater Southeast Community
Hospital.

Linda Hotchkiss ’74, M.D. ’78.
Grosse Pointe, Michigan. Physi-
cian, Trinity Health Organization.

Linda Kartoz-Doochin, M.B.A.
’79. Nashville. Community volunteer.

Linda Niessen, D.M.D.-M.P.H. ’77,
M.P.P. ’82. Dallas. Vice president, clinical
education, Dentsply International.

Mary McGrath Carty ’74. Belmont,
Massachusetts. Executive director, The
Lenny Zakim Fund, Boston.

Christina Tchen ’78. Chicago. Partner,
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Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom,
LLP.

Jeffrey Behrens ’89. Newton, Massa-
chusetts. Principal, Adviza Consulting.

James Bell ’89. Greenwich, Connecti-
cut. Executive producer, Today Show, NBC
News, New York City.

Neal Baer, Ed.M ’79, A.M. ’82, M.D. ’96.
Toluca Lake, California. Executive pro-
ducer, NBC’s Law & Order: SVU, Universal
City, California.

The HAA nominating committee pro-
poses Overseer and elected director can-
didates each year. The committee’s 13
voting members include three current or
former Overseers and 10 other alumni
chosen by the HAA executive committee.
Overseer and HAA elected-director can-
didates may also be nominated by means
of petitions signed by a prescribed num-
ber of eligible degree holders and filed by
a set date early in the year.

Harvard@Home
The university’s on-line learn-
ing initiative has released two
new segments. One highlights
the fal l 2005 conference on
women and war, the other o≠ers
an Alumni College about Har-
vard’s role in the Olympics. (To
access the features, go to http://-
athome.harvard.edu.)

“Women in the War Zone:
How Does Gender Matter?”
brought together 20 experts
from a variety of fields to discuss
the nature of war and the role of
gender within it, as well as some
of their own personal and pro-
fessional experiences. The event
was sponsored by the Radcli≠e
Institute for Advanced Study
and the University. 

More than 130 Harvard alumni
have competed in the Olympic
Games since 1896. “Harvard in
the Olympics,” held in Boston
earlier this year, featured a group
of them—athletes, coaches, and
administrators—talking about
the games. The event was co-
sponsored by the Harvard Alum-
ni Association and the Harvard
Varsity Club. 

Comings and Goings
University clubs o≠er a variety of
stimulating gatherings. Here is a list of
Harvard-a∞liated speakers appearing at
local clubs this spring. For details, con-
tact the club in question, call the HAA
(617-495-3070), or go to www.haa.har-
vard.edu.

On May 4, the Harvard Club of Phoe-
nix hosts Ted Gilman, program adminis-
trator at the Reischauer Institute, for a
lecture on “Japan, the U.S., and Asia: Cri-
sis as Usual.” On May 7, associate director
of the Davis Center for Russian Studies
Marshall Goldman looks at “Putin, Petro-
leum, Power, and Patronage: The Dog
Barks but the Caravan Moves On” for the
Harvard Club of Westchester. Members
of the Harvard Club of the Research Tri-
angle (Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina)
can hear Graduate School of Arts and Sci-
ences dean Theda Skocpol, Thomas pro-
fessor of government and sociology and

director of the Center for American Polit-
ical Studies, discuss “African-American
Fraternal Groups, Civil Democracy, and
the Struggle for Equal Rights” on May 9. 

In Chicago, on May 10, a Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences event fea-
tures Shattuck professor of government
Paul Peterson on “The Perilous State of
the American School: What Needs to Be
Done.” Peterson also appears on May 17 at
the Harvard Club of New Bedford-Fall
River (Massachusetts) to address “School
Reform.”

On May 15, Radcli≠e Institute for Ad-
vanced Study executive dean Louise
Richardson puts “Terrorism in Context”
for members of the Harvard Club of New
Jersey. The Old Colony Harvard Club
(South Shore of Massachusetts) holds a
reception on May 16 for head football
coach Tim Murphy, who discusses “Ath-
letics at Harvard.” Also on May 16, direc-
tor of the Harvard Foundation and asso-
ciate professor of neurology S. Allan
Counter Jr.  presents “ The Harvard
Foundation: Harvard’s Enlightened Ap-
proach to a Multicultural Society” for
members of the Harvard Club of To-
ronto. That same day, the Reverend Peter
J. Gomes, Plummer professor of Christ-
ian morals, appears in Pittsburgh for the
Harvard Club of Western Pennsylvania. 

On May 17, the Harvard Club of Ore-
gon and Southwest Washington wel-
comes Ali Asani, professor of the practice
of Indo-Muslim languages and cultures,
for a lecture on “Anti-Western Move-
ments in the Muslim World.” Also on
May 17, associate dean of freshmen and
member of the Faculty of Arts and Sci-
ences Rory Browne discusses “How Har-
vard Invented the Gorilla” for the Har-
vard Club of Worcester (Massachusetts).
The Harvard Club of Eastern Michigan
(Detroit) o≠ers members the chance to
hear Joseph Majzoub, Rotch professor of
pediatrics and professor of medicine, ex-
plore “The Science of Genetic Testing for
Diseases and the Ethical and Practical Is-
sues It Poses” on May 21.

On June 6, David Cobb, the head of the
University’s map collection, visits the
Harvard Club of Southern Connecticut.
The following day, he appears before
members of the Harvard Club of North-
ern Connecticut. 

Harvard Magazine 87

For Director

Jeffrey Behrens James BellNeal Baer

Linda Hotchkiss Patrick
Johansson

Mary 
McGrath Carty

Linda Niessen Christina TchenLinda Kartoz-
Doochin

Alumni-final  4/10/06  3:45 PM  Page 87


