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through his decade, but has already
demonstrated extraordinary skill in this
complex performance. He’s the best triple
jumper that Harvard has ever seen, the
holder of the Crimson records for both in-

door and outdoor triple jumps. Indoors, he
has soared as far as 15.83 meters (51 feet,
11 ¹⁄₄ inches); outdoors, he has landed 16.34
meters (53 feet, 7 ¹⁄₂ inches). The latter
flight, which Laine accomplished at the

2005 NCAA outdoor champi-
onships, is also an all-time, all-
Ivy record, a healthy two and a
half inches longer than the pre-
vious mark. In other words,
Samyr Laine has lived up to his
first name, which rhymes with
“a cheer” and means “always
onward and upward” in Arabic.

As a freshman, Laine finished
second in the outdoor Heptag-
onal (“Heps”) meet—the major
track competition for Ivy col-
leges. “Each year since then,
I’ve made it a point not to come
in second at the Heps,” he says,
grinning. Indeed, as a sopho-
more and junior, he won the
triple jump at both the indoor
and outdoor Heps. But this
February, an injured Laine saw
Cornell’s Rayon Taylor edge
him out for first place at the in-
door Heps; Laine will look to
round out his senior campaign
with another first-place finish
at the outdoor Heps in May.

Laine likes large competi-
tions like the Heptagonals. “I’m
not a fan of dual meets —some-
times you’re the only one com-

peting,” Laine says. “I like a big crowd, lots
of competitors, lots of noise. That’s my
scene.” In fact it was the biggest track
scene of all, the Olympic Games, that in-
spired him to focus on track and field in-
stead of tennis, which he had played for
two years for his high-school varsity. He
watched the 2000 Sydney games on televi-
sion and realized it was “where I wanted
to go,” he recalls. “And I knew I could be a
better track athlete than tennis player.”

He comes from a sports-loving family.
His parents, Evelyne, a systems program-
mer for IBM, and Jacques, a school admin-
istrator for a special-needs high school,
are both passionate and accomplished
tennis players, and his two brothers and
one foster brother are all active in school
athletics. As a youngster, Laine earned a
black belt in the Korean martial art tae
kwon do and was a sweeper in soccer. He
had a brief flirtation with distance run-
ning in seventh grade before switching to
tennis, but it was not until spring of his
junior year that he went out for the track
and field squad at Newburgh Free Acad-
emy, a public high school in Laine’s home-
town of Newburgh, New York. 

A fellow student who had seen Laine
playing basketball in the gym advised
him to try jumping. The summer after his
first spring track season, he launched a
program of self-training with sprints, dis-
tance runs, and weight lifting. As a high-
school senior he progressed by, well, leaps
and bounds: he finished sixth in the New

Frank Haggerty ’68, head coach of men’s and women’s cross-
country and track and field since 1982 and assistant coach for
seven years beforehand, will retire on June 30. Harvard’s ninth
head track coach, Haggerty is the first to direct both the men’s
and women’s programs.“For 31 years, I have had the privilege of
teaching Harvard students,” he said in a statement. “I am as
proud of our four Rhodes Scholars as I am of those who won
championships.”

Under Haggerty, Harvard won 10 Ivy League/Heptagonal
championships. In 1989, his women’s squad took ninth place at
the NCAA championships, the best finish by an Ivy League
school in NCAA history. The Crimson women’s cross-country
team also made a fourth-place finish at the 1983 NCAAs.

Four of Haggerty’s athletes have won a combined six NCAA
individual championships; they include Meredith Rainey ’90 (800-
meter run) and Dora Gyorffy ’01 (high jump), who won two ti-

tles apiece. This feat is all the more
remarkable in that no other Ivy
League college has produced an
NCAA champion in women’s track
and field. Several of Haggerty’s ath-
letes went on to compete in the
Olympics. In addition to Rainey
(800-meter run in 1992 and 1996)
and Gyorffy (high jump in 2000),
Chris Lambert ’03 (200-meter dash
in 2004), Nick Sweeney ’92 (discus
in 1992, 1996, 2000, and 2004), and Brenda Taylor ’01 (400-
meter hurdles in 2004) have participated in the Games.

Haggerty himself was a three-time NCAA qualifier in the
440-yard hurdles and a member of record-setting mile relay
teams, both indoors and out.

Track Coach Haggerty Retires

Frank Haggerty

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 O
F 

H
AR

VA
R

D
 

SP
O

R
TS

 IN
FO

R
M

AT
IO

N

Triple jumper Samyr Laine at the
Gordon Track and Tennis Facility. 
He holds Harvard’s indoor and 
outdoor records, plus the all-time
Ivy outdoor mark, in the event.
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