
leaders while conflicts are 
in progress. “This makes it
di∞cult [to work] but raises
the possibility of deterrence,”
said ICC prosecutor Chris-
tine Chung. Several speakers noted, for
example, that it is extremely di∞cult to
balance Rwandan genocide survivors’ de-
sire for retribution against murderers
with their need to reconcile with their
neighbors, who may have committed
murder. And how far down the chain of
command should courts attempt to pros-
ecute—given time, budget, and political
constraints? “Everyone expects [the
court] to grow into Einstein or Gandhi,”
said Chung. “The expectations are enor-

mous.” Those hopes will be tested: the
ICC is now working on cases against
leaders in northern Uganda, the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo, and the Darfur
region of Sudan.

After it gains more experience convict-
ing criminals, the ICC will work on pre-
venting crimes, said Luis Moreno Ocampo,
the chief prosecutor. Many conference
speakers admitted that the law can do
only so much—that education is just as
important in ensuring such crimes don’t

happen again. But how do teach-
ers interest adolescents in the
often remote topic of human
rights? Most educators spoke of
the need to teach history
through individual cases, to get
students to ask plenty of ques-
tions, to show them there aren’t
always answers, and to incorpo-
rate hands-on learning. Profes-
sor of practice in public policy

Samantha Power, founding executive di-
rector of the Carr Center for Human
Rights Policy at the Kennedy School of
Government, suggested that students role-
play both bystanders and “upstanders”—
those who speak out against violence.

That same weekend, the Radcli≠e In-
stitute for Advanced Study convened its
fourth annual conference on women, gen-
der, and society. This year’s theme was “In
the War Zone: How Does Gender Mat-

On a warm November evening, more than a decade after a
study committee first envisioned it, the completed Center for
Government and International Studies (CGIS) was finally dedi-
cated. Housed primarily in two new glass-and-terra-cotta build-
ings facing each other across Cambridge Street, CGIS “started
out as something vastly different in size, scope and—let it be
said—cost, from what we are gathered to celebrate today,” said
President Lawrence H. Summers. (The final cost of the 249,000-
square-foot complex reportedly exceeded $140 million.) “It has
developed into a complex of buildings designed, redesigned, and
redesigned by Harry Cobb and his associates; not without ad-
vice and involvement of the residents of
the city of Cambridge, not without a cer-
tain amount of dust and heat in getting it
built,” he noted wryly. Summers praised
principal donor Sidney R. Knafel ’52,
M.B.A. ’54, for remaining “deeply commit-
ted and yet flexible” through it all, and for
“providing a wonderful example of how a
true philanthropist best comports him- or
herself as an institution works toward
achieving an important goal.”

Knafel, for whom the north building is
named, spoke of his hopes for the center.
“Relationships throughout the world over
this past decade [have] continually
eroded,” he said. “The social and political
worlds are polarized as never before. Our

own American society has become polarized as never before.
Must we escape from this downdraft by military action in the
world and a peaceful equivalent of war within the country?”
He continued, “I say no because that process—military ac-
tion—just does not work. Even when opponents are seen not
to understand, we must engage them and their constituencies
in dialogue based on understanding. The work to be done at
this center,” he said hopefully, “will provide that understanding.”

At Long Last, CGIS

The Knafel Building of the new Center for Government and Interna-
tional Studies, home to the Faculty of Arts and Sciences' government
department and several centers for international and regional studies
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Discussing Nuremberg: former
war crimes prosecutor Ben 
Ferencz, Holocaust survivor and
reporter Ernie Michel, and 
St. John’s University law 
professor John Barrett.
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