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until two of their college-age children de-
cide to marry. That unearths uncomfortable
issues because two of the parents once had
an extramarital a≠air, making paternal re-
sponsibility uncertain. “It’s not a musical
from the 1950s, where the community puts
up a show in the barn that raises enough
money to save the town,” Mitnick says. “It
has a bittersweet ending, darkly ironic.”

As an English concentrator, he has been
able to do his thesis “exactly as I wanted
it,” he says. “But if I were in the music de-
partment, it would be mostly the music
that got the attention.” He did take three
music courses, including Music 4, which
Mitnick calls an “only at Harvard” expe-
rience: “At the end of each unit, your pro-
ject gets performed and recorded by pro-
fessional musicians. My sophomore year
they had the Ying Quartet, a world-class
chamber group. It really makes you do
your homework because if you don’t,
you’re squandering a tremendous oppor-
tunity.” For a chance like that, Mitnick
wrote chamber music.

Even so, Mitnick, who also belongs to
the Harvard Lampoon and the Signet Soci-

ety, cites the O∞ce for the Arts (OFA) as
his favorite thing at Harvard. Before col-
lege, he spent two summers at Lincoln
Center Theater working for Stephen Fla-
herty, composer of Ragtime and Seussical, and
two years ago helped arrange Flaherty’s

participation in OFA’s Learning from Per-
formers program. “In my three years here,
they must have had four or five musical-
theater writers,” says Mitnick, who took
each of their master classes in songwriting.

Mitnick even got to meet one of his
“absolute heroes,” Randy Newman, the
Oscar-winning songwriter. “His music is

impeccably written—melodious music
that is also complex,” Mitnick explains.
“His lyrics are ironic or funny, but he
writes them from the perspective of the
character, so it’s almost like musical the-
ater.” Newman spoke in Sanders Theatre,
and Mitnick talked with him afterwards
for a few minutes backstage. Newman
said, “If you have any stu≠, let me
know”—and Mitnick just happened to
have a CD in his pocket. Five months
later, Newman called and gave Mitnick a
half-hour-long critique of his composi-
tions. Says Mitnick, “It was one of the big
thrills of my life.”

No doubt there are more thrills to
come. Mitnick is applying for fellowships
and to a few graduate programs in play-
writing and musical-theater writing, as
well as television comedy shows, whose
writing sta≠s have historically drawn
heavily from Lampoon alumni. He’s also
pursuing internships with some of his fa-
vorite songwriters. “Unfortunately,” he
says of his many interests in entertain-
ment, “all these things are very di∞cult to
do professionally.” �craig lambert

F
or pure, sustained excitement in
an Ivy League football contest, it
would be hard to beat this season’s
Harvard-Brown game—or last sea-

son’s. A year ago, at Brown Stadium, Har-
vard bounced back from a 21-point half-
time deficit and escaped with a 35-34
victory when a late Brown field-goal try
missed by inches. This year, in the Crim-
son’s home opener, the feisty Bears
grabbed a 16-0 first-quarter lead, only to
have Harvard cut the margin to 19-14 at
the half and tie the score, 32-32, with 15
seconds to play. After Brown failed to con-
vert a field goal attempt in the game’s sec-
ond overtime period, sophomore kicker
Matt Schindel booted a 29-yarder that

gave Harvard a stunning 38-35 win.
Harvard’s defending Ivy champions,

unbeaten last year, started feebly. The
o≠ensive unit was forced to punt twice
and had two passes picked o≠ on its first
four possessions, while Brown scored on
three of its first four series. For the second
week in a row, Crimson overzealousness
brought on an embarrassing 13 penalties,
totaling just over 100 yards. Unhappily for
Brown, that lack of discipline was more
than o≠set by Schindel’s reliable kicking,
stout line play on both o≠ense and de-
fense, a representative day—34 carries, 189
yards rushing, three touchdowns—for
star running back Clifton Dawson ’07,
spectacular catches by receivers Corey

“It really makes 
you do your home-
work because if you
don’t, you’re squan-
dering a tremendous 
opportunity.”

S P O R T S

Loaded for Bear
Harvard v. Brown: Ivy football at its best

Sophomore Liam O’Hagan, a newcomer at
quarterback, earned high marks for his passing,
running, and toughness in the Brown game.
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Mazza ’07 and Ryan Ty-
ler ’06, and the stead-
ily improving skills of
sophomore quarterback
Liam O’Hagan.

O’Hagan inherits the
position long held by
the gifted Ryan Fitz-
patrick ’05, last year’s
captain and Ivy Player of
the Year, now a reserve
quarterback for the St.
Louis Rams. A former
high-school all-Ameri-
can from Minnetonka,
Minnesota, O’Hagan
took only a few varsity
snaps as a freshman, but
threw four touchdown
passes in last spring’s in-
trasquad scrimmage. The
starting assignment for
the season’s first game
went to Richard Irvin
’08, a pre-Katrina trans-
fer from Tulane, but
O’Hagan replaced him in
the opening quarter and
performed capably in a
31-21 win over Holy
Cross. He clicked on 15
of 24 passes for 258 yards
and two touchdowns—
one, to Ryan Tyler, cover-
ing 48 yards—while
scoring himself on a 22-
yard scramble.

After a shaky start in the Brown game,
O’Hagan ran the Crimson’s balanced
o≠ense with poise and resourcefulness.
He finished the contest with 17 pass com-
pletions in 34 attempts, for 208 yards and
a touchdown, and ran for two vital first
downs in the team’s final scoring drive.
“All I’m going to grade him on is how he
fought and how he led,” head coach Tim
Murphy said later. “He gave us a great
e≠ort in terms of toughness.”

“I started o≠ a little slow, made some
poor decisions,” said O’Hagan. “I was try-
ing to get a feel for the game, a feel for the
defense. I’ve never played an opponent of
this ability—they were just flying after
me. Once I put the ball in [Dawson’s]
hands, Ryan Tyler, all these great play-
makers that we have…when I could do

that, we marched down the field.”
With less than four minutes left in the

third quarter, the Crimson attack heated
up. Mixing hando≠s to Dawson with
crisp passes to Mazza, O’Hagan directed
a 65-yard drive, completing it with a nine-
yard strike to Mazza in the end zone. He
and Mazza then duplicated the play for a
two-point conversion, tying the score at
22-22 as the period ended.

Harvard took a brief fourth-quarter lead
on a 32-yard field goal by Schindel, but
Brown answered with a 26-yard field goal
by Steven Morgan—his fourth of the after-
noon—and a stellar 34-yard touchdown
catch by ace receiver Jarrett Schreck. Mor-
gan’s point-after put the Bears out in front,
32-25, with 4:09 remaining.

That was just enough for Harvard’s 

climactic 82-yard drive,
topped o≠ by Dawson’s
third touchdown of the
day. With 15 seconds to
play, Schindel’s conver-
sion tied the score at 
32-32, and when Brown
failed to connect on two
last-ditch passes, the
game went into overtime.

The first go-around
was a draw, with both
sides trading field goals.
In the second overtime,
Harvard’s sti≠ defense
forced three straight in-
completions, and Mor-
gan came on to attempt
his sixth field goal of the
day, this one from 42
yards. But the kick went
wide, giving Schindel his
chance to shine. Four
carries by Dawson ad-
vanced the ball to the
Brown 12-yard line, and
on third down, with se-
nior linebacker Robert
Balkema holding, Schin-
del’s 29-yard chip-shot
field goal won the game.

They don’t call it foot-
ball for nothing.

Tidbits: Played before
11,134 spectators on a
perfect fall afternoon,

the Brown game was the first double-
overtime contest in Harvard annals. Since
the NCAA’s adoption of the tiebreaker
format in 1996, the Crimson is 3-1 (3-0 at
home) in overtime games.…Though Har-
vard now has six straight wins against
the Bears, three of the last four games
have been decided by three points or
fewer.

Hanging tough: Brown senior halfback
Nick Hartigan, a potential all-America
candidate, was held to an average of 4
yards per carry by a Harvard defensive
unit that sometimes brought eight or nine
men to the line of scrimmage.…On five of
its eight scoring drives, Brown was forced
to settle for field goals rather than touch-
downs.…Bruin kicker Steven Morgan ac-
counted for 17 points, an Ivy League

Corey Mazza, the team’s top receiver, snared a two-point conversion pass to pull 
Harvard even against Brown. The Crimson won in double-overtime.
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All-Court Wonder
Having played everywhere, basketball’s
Matt Stehle can do everything.

Last winter, in the waning minutes of
the Harvard men’s home bas-
ketball game against Prince-
ton, a tight contest with sev-
eral lead changes, Princeton’s
all-Ivy guard Will Venable
drove the lane—but bumped
into power forward Matt
Stehle ’06, who had stepped
up, established position, and
so took the charge. Stehle hit
the floor, the referee whis-
tled the o≠ensive foul, and
the ball went over to Har-
vard. It was a small thing
that wouldn’t appear in any
highlight film, but Stehle’s
move dramatically reversed
momentum at a crucial
point; instead of Princeton
taking a shot to tie the score,
Harvard sank a basket at the
other end to build its lead,
and eventually won, 61-57.
The victory was huge, since
the Crimson had not beaten
the Tigers since 1999—every
Princeton game is a big
game. “That play showed the
hustle Matt brings to the
court,” says his teammate,
center Brian Cusworth ’06.
“And his intensity and drive
to win.”

For Harvard basketball,
one win looms above all oth-

ers: capturing the Ivy League champi-
onship, a quest that has become a kind of
Holy Grail in Lavietes Pavilion. In the 50
years since the Ivies first tipped o≠ in the
1955-56 season, Princeton has won or
shared 25 Ivy crowns and Penn 23. After

that the drop-o≠ is precipitous: Yale has
been on top four times, Dartmouth three,
and Cornell, Columbia, and Brown have
one title each. Only Harvard has been shut
out. “The goals I set for myself and the
team have not changed since I’ve been

here,” Stehle (stay-lee) says.
“There’s only one goal: to
win the league title. Harvard
has never won and to be on
the team that did it first
would be incredible.”

This might be the year.
Although Harvard gradu-
ated its entire backcourt in
June, it boasts the top two
returning scorers and re-
bounders in the Ivies: the
six-foot, eight-inch Stehle
and seven-foot Cusworth,
who finished one-two in re-
bounding and fourth and
sixth in scoring, averaging
8.9 and 8.4 boards and 13.7
and 13.4 points per game, re-
spectively. “We are solid at
numbers 4 and 5,” says head
men’s coach Frank Sullivan.
(Basketball nomenclature
uses the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5 to designate the posi-
tions of point guard, shoot-
ing guard, small forward,
power forward, and center.)
Furthermore, says Sullivan,
seniors Zach Martin and
Michael Beal “have gotten
things done.” And a skillful
class of freshmen recruits
includes three players—Eric
Groszyk, Andrew Pusar,
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record; his five field goals tied Brown and
Ivy records.

Not him again: Snaring nine passes
from Bruin quarterback Joe DiGiacomo
for 223 yards and two touchdowns, se-
nior Jarrett Schreck, a five-foot, nine-
inch all-Ivy receiver, continued to be-
devil Crimson defenders. His 253-yard
total against Harvard in last year’s game
ranks second highest in Brown football
history. “An amazing kid,” said Harvard
coach Tim Murphy after the game. “I
don’t know if  any single player has

played better against us since I’ve been
in the league.” 

That hurts: Harvard’s top receiver, ju-
nior Corey Mazza, sustained a severe
ankle sprain at the start of the team’s final
touchdown drive. He’d caught 13 passes
against Brown and Holy Cross, and was
the team’s punt-return specialist.

Too many turnovers: In the season’s
third game, against Patriot Leag ue
power Lehigh, the wheels fell o≠ Har-
vard’s wagon. After falling behind, 14-0,
the Crimson took a 17-14 lead at the start

of the third period, only to have the
Mountain Hawks counter with a pun-
ishing passing attack that produced five
second-half touchdowns—the last three
set up by drive-breaking interceptions.
The 49-24 rout snapped Harvard’s un-
beaten streak, then the longest in Divi-
sion I-AA football, at 13 games.…Lehigh
defenders intercepted O’Hagan three
times and Irvin twice. Not since 1989,
when Lehigh outscored Harvard 50-28,
had a Crimson squad yielded so many
points in a game.   � “Cleat”

Last year, the 
versatile Stehle
ranked among the
top 10 in nine 
of the 12 statistical 
categories recorded
by Ivy League 
basketball.
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