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for the spring 2005 hiring season (see “Re-
cruiting Redux,” July-August, page 60).

Pending Supreme Court review, how-
ever, the Third Circuit ruling is stayed,
and HLS’s decision subjected Harvard to
renewed financial pressure. That prompt-
ed Kagan’s reversal, with “regret” at ac-
commodating a federal policy she charac-
terized as “unwise and unjust.”

On September 21, Kagan and 39 col-
leagues filed an amicus brief in the FAIR
case, arguing that military recruiters al-
ready have access to students on the same
terms as all other prospective employers.
More newsworthy, Summers announced

that Harvard would join the amicus brief
filed by Yale, Columbia, Cornell, New York
University, the University of Chicago, and
the University of Pennsylvania in support
of FAIR’s main argument—that the federal
law, improperly coercive, violates free-
speech rights within the academy.

Thomas H. Parry ’74, a former elected di-
rector of the Harvard Alumni Association
and now president of the Harvard Gay and
Lesbian Caucus, which had previously

criticized Summers, applauded the deci-
sion to join the lawsuit. The caucus, he
said, urged Summers to go further, “us[ing]
his considerable clout to raise public
awareness that the Solomon Amendment
is an insidious attack on the First Amend-
ment. Sexual orientation may be the issue
of the day, but if the law is not struck
down, then Congress will be free to use
the power of the purse to make academic
policy wherever and whenever it likes.”

Savaged by insects, ravaged by disease
and old age, the elms of Harvard Yard
were much diminished by 1990 (see pho-
tographs, below), when Michael Van
Valkenburgh Associates began crafting a
plan for an arboreal restoration. Van
Valkenburgh’s idea, inspired by a lone red
oak outside Holworthy Hall, was to re-
place the Ulmus americana monoculture
with a diverse palette of tree species
that would be trained to form an elm-
like canopy. Fifteen years later, the trees
are in late adolescence, and the Yard is a much greener
place. Not that lessons weren’t learned along the way, says
Van Valkenburgh, the Eliot professor of practice at the
Graduate School of Design. Swamp white oaks, “the biggest
delightful surprise,” he says, have thrived in the Yard’s heavy

soils and areas with poor drainage, as have the pin oaks,
which are particularly easy to “limb up” (remove the lowest
branches). “Another great triumph is the hybrid hackberry,”
which is both tough and “wonderfully elmlike” in shape.
Among the biggest disappointments were the tul ip 

poplars, which were fast growing,
but couldn’t tolerate the Yard’s com-
pacted soils and an especially cold
winter two years ago. The willow
oaks, which reach the northern edge
of their natural range in Boston, died
then, too, and are thought to have
been killed by that same mid-winter
arctic blast. Outside the main spaces,
evergreens have flourished and Van
Valkenburgh hopes to add more of
these at the margins for their beauty
in the winter landscape. Finally, he
says, “An old adage proved true:
Plant a small tree in a well-prepared
hole .” Twelve years later, trees
planted at just 3-inch caliper have
surpassed trees that went in at two
to three times that size.

Reforesting the Yard

A sea of green as viewed 
from Holyoke Center

The view to Stoughton Hall circa 1991 …and the view today

Matthews Hall circa 1991 …and today
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