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Mr. Kellogg’s corn flakes and they turn to
wet paper. You pour warm milk on the
sturdier Indian corn flake, it holds up.
Does it taste better than Mr. Kellogg’s? No.
If Mr. Kellogg’s is eaten as Mr. Kellogg in-
tended, it is somewhat better than Indian
corn flakes. The point is that in business
studies, when you look at a market, you
have to know something about the anthro-
pology of a place and its cultural rituals.
People in the humanities have to be part of
the conversation.”

Bhabha, a prominent figure in post-
colonial studies, has written and lectured
widely on cultural migration, globaliza-
tion, human rights, race, gender, and the
arts; The Location of Culture is his best-
known book. He says he feels equally at
home in Bombay, where he grew up and
graduated from the University of Bombay;
in England, where he did his graduate
work at Oxford and has been a visiting
lecturer at University College, London;
and in the States, where he taught at the
University of Chicago before he came to
Harvard in 2001 as Rothenberg professor
of English and American literature and
language. On July 1 he became the new di-
rector of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences’
Humanities Center, succeeding Kenan
professor of English Marjorie Garber,
who held the post for the first 20 years of
its existence (see www.fas.harvard.edu/~-
humcentr).

The center now o≠ers a robust pro-
gram of 39 ongoing seminars—on sub-
jects ranging from Buddhist studies to
opera—and also supports lectures, con-
ferences, workshops, and informal occa-
sions for faculty and graduate students of
Harvard and other local institutions to
come together for interdisciplinary talk
and the sharing of scholarly work. Bhabha
hopes to focus the conversation, “to em-

phasize through the center the cen-
tral importance of the humanities for
Harvard as a whole.” 

At a time at Harvard “when sci-
ence and internationalism are the
two major new fronts for research
and intellectual and academic expan-
sion,” he says,  “I want to convince
my colleagues of the importance of
the humanities in those fields. Any-
thing to do with genetic engineering,
stem-cell research, or even issues re-
lated to the treatment of AIDS de-
mands that a whole set of humanistic
issues be addressed. These issues are
as fundamental as ‘What is human
life?’ and ‘What have been the histor-
ical and social values that define
what human life is about?’ We need
to understand how we choose to

make decisions that are in keeping with
our scientific ambitions, but do not ne-
glect our moral, cultural, social, and hu-
manistic commitments.”

While Bhabha hopes “to sow conversa-
tion in Harvard’s rich soil,” he wants also
“to make links between the center and
major institutions outside Harvard that
take the whole culture of the humanities
seriously, whether they be newspapers or
museums or governmental institutions.”
He wants to see humanistic concerns
have impact “on important areas of policy,
whether the policy has to do with educa-
tion or social interpretation.”

He is exploring new programmatic ini-
tiatives. Bhabha imagines a University-
wide seminar based at the center that
would examine an important, current
topic over a period of two or three years.
“If the topic were, for instance, changing
notions of freedom in the global world,
the philosophy and government and soci-
ology departments could address the sub-
ject from their perspectives during the
first year,” he says. “The next year there
might be a different constellation of de-
partments or schools exploring the topic,
their results issuing forth in publications,
meetings, and conferences. These constel-
lated approaches would create cross-
roads, I’m hoping, across the University.”

The provost’s office (www.provost.harvard.edu) continues to add
staff to cover more areas of University-wide planning and coordina-
tion. Doyle professor of cosmology John P. Huchra now devotes
three-quarters of his time to serving as vice provost for research pol-
icy; he works with the office of sponsored research, the general
counsel, and the schools’ research offices to create uniform policies
and represent Harvard in negotiations with outside funders.Another
vice provost will oversee international affairs: Harvard’s research and student engage-
ments outside the United States.That position and the senior vice provost for diver-
sity and faculty development, advocated by the task forces on women faculty (see “Di-

versity Director,” page 56), are also to be filled by senior faculty
members.And effective September 1, Eric P. Buehrens, Harvard Med-
ical School’s executive dean for administration, becomes deputy
provost for administration, focused on expediting construction of sci-
ence facilities in Allston.The new officers join the recently appointed
associate provost for arts and cultural programs (see “Brevia,” July-
August, page 67), and current staff responsible for science policy and
planning, social sciences and the professions, information technology,
and fundraising.
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Homi Bhabha: He wants “to sow
conversation in Harvard’s rich soil.”ST
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