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“The sense of smell was very poorly understood,” says professor of molecu-
lar and cellular biology Catherine Dulac, until a seminal 1991 paper on odor-
ant receptor genes by Linda Buck and Richard Axel (who later shared a
Nobel Prize) opened up a huge field for research. In 1992, Dulac earned her
doctorate in developmental biology, and the next year left her native France
to work with Axel at Columbia University. “Humans and animals can detect
hundreds of thousands of ambient chemicals,” Dulac says. “Smell is closely con-
nected with the emotional brain, with pleasure and aversion. And nothing is more
evocative of memories than smell—the cookies that grandmother made, or the per-
fume of someone you just met.” Dulac comes from an academic family in Montpellier
(both parents are literature scholars) and graduated from the École Normale
Supérieure in Paris. She studies pheromones, chemicals that animals sense (but don’t
necessarily smell) that are vehicles for social communication—defining, for example,
potential mates and rivals. So far, evidence doesn’t back “love potion” perfumes con-
taining alleged pheromones, she says. But Senomyx, a company that applies research
to improving flavors of foods and medicines, uses scientists like Dulac as advisers.
She came to Harvard in 1996, when her department had two tenured women; today
there are three. Dulac herself won tenure in only four years. She has run four Boston
Marathons, and enjoys travel to places as remote as Patagonia and Easter Island. But
conceptual voyages—like extrapolating from mice to humans—are trickier. “Hu-
mans are very complex,” she explains. “And, especially concerning sex, they lie.”
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Summers was hesitant to single out any
one idea in the consultants’ report, but
said he was impressed by the imagination
brought to bear on the question of trans-
portation improvements, which he noted
would benefit both the wider community
and the University.

McGregor elaborated further on that
point: “If there is to be science in Allston,”
he said, “those scientists need to be able
to get between Cambridge and Allston
and over to the Longwood Medical
Area...as quickly as possible.” To that end,
the report suggests a number of public-
works-type improvements that would re-
duce travel time between Cambridge and
Allston. For example, “[One] can do a lot
of things in the Larz Anderson [Bridge]
corridor to improve the flow of tra∞c,
pedestrians, and bicycles,” he said.

Dean Altshuler noted that there are
“two ways of dealing with the trans-
portation issue. The first is to make the

trip as quick as possible. The second is to
make it a much more...pleasant experi-
ence. As people walk, ride their bicycles,
and take shuttle buses between Barry’s
Corner [at the intersection of North Har-
vard Street and Western Avenue] and
Harvard Square, what are they experienc-
ing?” One can make the trip “a much

Harvard’s Allston holdings. Areas shaded in
yellow represent existing campus and poten-
tial sites available within five years. Areas in
gray are constrained for five or more years.
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