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Election Results
The names of the new members of the
Board of Overseers and the new directors
of the Harvard Alumni Association (HAA)
were announced at the association’s annu-
al meeting on the afternoon of Commence-
ment day. Just over 30,000 alumni cast bal-
lots, representing a turnout of roughly 14
percent.

Elected as Overseers, for six-year terms,
were:

Mitchell L. Adams ’66, M.B.A. ’69. Ex-
ecutive director, Massachusetts Technol-
ogy Collaborative, Dedham, Mass.

Gerald R. Jordan Jr. ’61, M.B.A. ’67. In-
vestment adviser, president, Hellman,
Jordan Management Co. Inc., Boston.

Lisbet Rausing, Ph.D ’93. Senior re-
search fellow, Imperial College, London,
England.

Susan S. Wallach ’68, J.D. ’71. Special
counsel, Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP, New
York City.

Seth P. Waxman ’73. Partner, Wilmer
Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Elected as directors of the HAA, for
three-year terms, were:

Rocky Delgadillo ’82. Los Angeles city
attorney, Los Angeles, Calif.

Christopher Gabrieli ’81. Chairman,
Massachusetts 2020, Boston.

Keith A. James ’79, J.D. ’82. Shareholder,
Shutts & Bowen, LLP, West Palm Beach,
Fla. 

Sarah Elizabeth Lewis ’01. Curatorial
assistant, Museum of Modern Art, New
York City.

Janet A. Moy ’75. Dermatologist; assis-
tant clinical professor, New York Univer-
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majority may view [sodomy] as immoral
does not give the state legitimate interest
in forcing everybody to live by the major-
ity’s values. This is profound stu≠, and
goes to the very heart of the role of gov-
ernment in the United States system. 

“Does the government exist to identify
and enforce the moral vision of propor-
tionally dominant groups?” Charo contin-
ues. “Or does it have a more modest role,
to simply facilitate individual choice while
protecting vulnerable persons? These fun-
damental questions are a large part of

what is driving these debates over ques-
tions of bioethics. There are many people
who want the government to incorporate
in its policies religious beliefs, and to en-
force those policies.” 

Charo is quick to add that she does not
advocate eliminating religious considera-
tions from dialogues over bioethics.
“What needs to be discussed is whether,
in these debates, we should insist upon
what [philosopher] John Rawls calls
‘publicly accessible reasoning,’” she ex-
plains. That requires that any arguments

in favor of a goal that may involve reli-
gious viewpoints should make equal
sense to those who do not hold those reli-
gious views. “Otherwise we are fighting
over whether or not your God is better
than my God,” Charo emphasizes, “and
whether or not your religion is better
than my religion. And I find that to be a
terrible way to set public policy.” 

�nell porter brown

Nell Porter Brown is assistant editor of this mag-
azine.

Three alumni were publicly thanked by President
Lawrence H. Summers for their exceptional ser-
vice to the University during the HAA’s annual meet-
ing on the afternoon of Commencement.

Walter C. Guralnick, D.M.D. ’41, of Boston—
Pioneering professor and practitioner of oral surgery,
you have helped change the face of modern dentistry,
mentoring generations of students at the Harvard
School of Dental Medicine while working to improve ac-
cess to dental care around the world.

Suzanne Young Murray ’62, of Providence—A
leader for Radcliffe College and a loyal and generous
citizen of Harvard, you have served this University
with vision and vitality, creating a stronger future for
Harvard and the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced
Study by your constant commitment to excellence in
education.

C. Dixon Spangler Jr., M.B.A. ’56, of Char-
lotte, North Carolina—Leader in education and
business, eminent alumnus and Overseers’ presi-
dent, you have built a lasting legacy at Harvard
through your wisdom, humanity, and devotion to the
University's highest purposes.

The HAA Awards Committee invites nomina-
tions for candidates
for Harvard Medals
(which honor ex-
traordinary contri-
butions in teaching, administration, leadership, fundrais-
ing, and other areas) and HAA Alumni Awards. Send a
letter with the nominee’s résumé and other supporting
materials to Andy Hoffrichter, Office of Alumni Rela-
tions and Research, Harvard Alumni Association, 124
Mount Auburn Street, sixth floor, Cambridge 02138, or
go to www.haa.harvard.edu (click “About the HAA,”
and then “Boards”).

Harvard Medalists

Clockwise from top: Walter C. Guralnick, Suzanne Young
Murray, and C. Dixon Spangler Jr.
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sity School of Medicine, New York City.
Brooks Newmark ’80, M.B.A. ’84. Se-

nior partner, Apollo Management LP,
London, England.

In their own annual election,the Over-
seers chose Patti B. Saris ’73, J.D. ’76, as
their new president. Saris, who is a U.S.
district court judge in Boston, succeeds
Thomas E. Everhart ’53.

The HAA nominating committee pro-
poses Overseer and elected director candi-
dates each year, and candidates may also
be nominated independently. All Harvard
degree holders except Corporation mem-
bers and officers of instruction and gov-
ernment are entitled to vote for Overseer
candidates using ballots mailed by the
HAA each spring.

Cambridge Scholars
Four seniors have won Harvard
Cambridge scholarships to study at
Cambridge University during the
2005-2006 academic year. Physics
concentrator Rebecca Walsh Dell, of
Piedmont, California, and Mather
House, will be the Lieutenant Charles

H. Fiske III Scholar at Trinity College. Lit-
erature concentrator Kevin Holden, of
Middletown, Rhode Island, and
Winthrop House, is the new John Eliot
Scholar at Jesus College. Social studies
concentrator Ryan Rippel, of Columbia,
Missouri, and Currier House, will be the
Governor William Shirley Scholar at Pem-
broke College. And history and literature
concentrator Stephanie Safdi, of Cincin-
nati, Ohio, and Lowell House, is the new
Lionel de Jersey Harvard Scholar at Em-
manuel College.

Largiantur Donatores
The university had received $493 mil-
lion in donations through May 31 of the
fiscal year, according to University Trea-

surer James F. Rothenberg ’68, M.B.A. ’70,
who gave an accounting of class gifts at
the HAA’s annual meeting on the after-
noon of Commencement day. Signifi-
cantly, he noted, more graduates are now
giving to other Harvard priorities, not just
to their own schools, and an increasing
number of non-alumni are also making
gifts to the University. The Business
School, he reported, had completed its
first capital campaign (led by new Har-
vard Medalist C. Dixon Spangler Jr.) by
surpassing its $500-million goal well
ahead of schedule; the Law School has
reached $243 million toward its $400 mil-
lion goal with three years to go. And in the
annual friendly competition among Col-
lege reunioners, in which the class of 1970
gave $7.3 million, the class of 1955 gave
$15.5 million, and the class of 1980 gave
$20 million, Rothenberg singled out the
class of 1950, whose $32.5 million more
than doubled the previous fifty-fifth-re-
union gift record, and the class of 1975, for
smashing the thirtieth-reunion record
with $35.5 million.

The oldest graduates of Harvard and
Radcliffe present on Commencement day,
who led the alumni pararde into Tercente-
nary Theatre before the Harvard Alumni
Association’s annual meeting, were 96-
year-old Bertha Offenbach Fineberg
’31, M.D., of Gloucester, Massachusetts,
and 102-year-old Philip Keene ’25, S.M.
’40, of Middletown, Connecticut, who was
making his fourth appearance in that role
and celebrating his eightieth reunion.

According to University
records, the oldest alumni,
apart from Keene, include:
James G. Jameson ’22,
Ed.M ’26, 105, of Orlando,
Florida; Albert H. Gor-
don ’23, M.B.A. ’25, LL.D.
’77, 103, of New York City; Marion Coppelman Epstein ’24, 102, of Boston; M.
Louise Macnair ’25, 102, of Cambridge; Halford J. Pope ’25, M.B.A. ’27, 101, of
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina; Edward Gipstein ’27, 100, of New London,
Connecticut; Marjorie B.Walden ’26, 99, of Needham, Massachusetts; Stanley
Kunitz ’26,A.M. ’27, 99, of New York City; Rose Depoyan ’26, Ed.M. ’38, 99, of
Brockton, Massachusetts; Saul L. Fox ’27, M.D. ’31, 98, of West Hollywood—and
Walter J. Seward, J.D. ’24, 108, of West Orange, New Jersey.

The Exemplars

Philip Keene

Bertha
Offenbach 
Fineberg
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