
component, is conducting a detailed
study of 3,200 women in Accra—a city
where only 2.6 percent of residents have
contracted AIDS (one-tenth or less the
rate of adult infection in parts of southern
Africa). Beyond data on health status, liv-
ing conditions, and access to care, Hill’s
doctoral students have examined the
prevalence of induced abortion in the ab-
sence of family-planning services and the
e≠ect of faith-based institutions on ado-
lescent sexuality.

Hill’s work has encouraged two other
important linkages. White (who chairs
the governance group) has been working
with the nonprofit Legal Resources Cen-
tre in Ghana for the past five years, of late
exploring rural communities’ access to
healthcare as the country makes the tran-
sition to an insurance-based financing
system. In January, she and 23 students
(in public health, law, government, and
urban planning) began working with mi-
gratory farmers in northeastern Ghana,
the first steps toward evolving a locally
based, workable care system and advocat-
ing for changes in the health law. Thus,
urban medical studies and rural health-
policy work are yielding new knowledge
and new cohorts of students, American
and African, with enriched skills.

Even more important, said Hill, “The
wind has changed” for doing work in
Africa. Rather than solely funding expen-
sive Western researchers, who parachute
into the continent and then withdraw,
foundations are beginning to build
“south-south collaborations,” he said,
aimed at strengthening local capabili-
ties—in part by providing outside exper-
tise when required—in health and other
fields. 

The need is acute. The University of
Ghana, with 16,000 students, functions
with inadequate buildings, supplies, and
budgets: the vice chancellor, he noted,
earns $454 monthly—what the Africa Ini-
tiative o≠ers speakers at a Harvard semi-
nar. Such disparities drain Africa of its
local talent. An a∞liation with the uni-
versity arranged by Akyeampong is now
promoting formal exchanges between
Ghana sta≠ and students and those from
Harvard (six Massachusetts faculty mem-
bers visited this academic year)—a first
step in what Hill hopes will be many that

develop skills locally and keep expertise
in place in Africa.

In 30 years of travels to Africa, Suzanne
Preston Blier, Clowes professor of fine
arts and professor of African and African
American studies, said she has seen “dis-
astrous devastations.” But “what has al-
ways made Africa particularly enriching
is [how] communities there come to-
gether in art, music, and ritual—in cre-
ative ways that are aesthetic, psychologi-
cally important, and culturally
integrated.”

Through the Africa Initiative (she
chairs the knowledge, memory, and con-
testation work group) and other recent
Harvard investments, one senses, Blier is
broadening her scholarly interests, with
renewed enthusiasm. She is studying
Yoruba, her fourth African language. Ad-
ditional funds for her “Building Africa”
workshop have made it possible to bring

in outside experts and begin to explore
the economic aspects of historic preserva-
tion, tourism, development strategies,
and foreign-aid funding—critical factors
for the future of Mali and other countries
where the loss of historic assets “can’t be
worse than it is” now.

In this kind of work, Blier said, “You’re
forced, when you get o≠ that plane in
Africa, to reach across the canonical disci-
plines. You have to pay close attention to
lived experience in a whole range of di-
mensions.” Along with the advent of a de-
partmental home for African scholarship
and the languages program, she said, the
gathering momentum of the interfaculty
initiative has finally “encouraged each of
us to think about the ways in which,
across our fields, we can come together”
to work on overlapping issues—and so to
impress on Harvard the importance of a
continent it has studied too little.

Crew
The heavyweight men won their
third consecutive national title at the In-
tercollegiate Rowing Association (IRA)
regatta in Camden, New Jersey. It was
the third straight undefeated season for
coach Harry Parker’s oarsmen, who
also triumphed at the Eastern Sprints in
Worcester. The lightweight men’s
odd-year streak of national titles, dating
from 1991, finally ended at the IRA, al-
though they captured the Eastern
Sprints in a photo finish by a mere 0.2
second. The Radcliff e varsity took
bronze at the NCAA championships.

Baseball
With a two-game sweep of Cornell, 2-0
and 4-2, the baseballers (29-17) cap-
tured their fifth Ivy title since the league
began two-division play in 1993. In the
NCAA tournament, national power-
house Cal State Fullerton shellacked
Harvard, 19-0, and Missouri eliminated
them with a 14-6 thumping.

Sailing
In June, the women’s sailing team cap-
tured their fifth national title—and first

since 1972—at the Intercollegiate Sail-
ing Association championships held at
the Austin Yacht Club, in Texas.

Tennis
The women’s team crushed all Ivy op-
ponents as it roared through the league
undefeated, then outplayed Maryland
and Tennessee in first- and second-
round NCAA matches before losing to
top-seeded Stanford. The men’s top
player, Jonathan Chu ’05, lost in the
semifinals of the NCAA tournament,
the deepest that any Harvard man has
advanced since G. Colket Caner won
the title in 1916. Chu and Ashwin Ku-
mar ’08 also reached the NCAA semifi-
nals in doubles.

Splendid Spring Sports
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