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Peak Professors
Faculty of Arts and Sciences dean Wil-
liam C. Kirby named six faculty mem-
bers Harvard College Professors, to
honor their superior undergraduate
teaching: Reid professor of English and
American literature Philip Fisher; Mal-
linckrodt professor of physics Howard
Georgi, the master of Leverett House;
professor of psychology Daniel Gilbert;
professor of economics Caroline M.
Hoxby; professor of Romance languages
and literatures Lino Pertile, the master
of Eliot House; and Smith professor of
computer science Margo I. Seltzer.

Students’ Pet Teachers
Separately, the Undergraduate Council
conferred its Levenson Teaching Prizes,
for teaching excellence, on professor of
Latin (and Harvard College Professor)
Kathleen M. Coleman, cited in part for
commenting on each of the 150 student
papers in her Core class; Danziger asso-
ciate professor of government Devesh
Kapur (see page 36), who is moving on
to the University of Texas at Austin; and
teaching fellows Anna Lisa Izzo (Ital-
ian) and Morten Ernebjerg (physics).

Supreme Scientists
In a year when the National Academy of
Scientists admitted a record 19 women
among its 72 new members, four Har-

vard faculty members were recog-
nized: professor of medicine Chris-
tophe O. Benoist; Higgins profes-
sor of biology Daniel L. Hartl;
professor of cell biology Tom A.
Rapoport; and professor of medi-
cine Christine E. Seidman (see
“Harvard Portrait,” November-De-
cember 2002, page 56). Also elected
was Harvey D. Tananbaum, asso-
ciate of the Harvard College Obser-
vatory, who directs the Chandra 
x-ray satellite center at the Smith-
sonian Astrophysical Observa-
tory. From the Kennedy School,
Calestous Juma, professor of the
practice of international develop-
ment, was elected one of 18 for-

eign associates.

PBK Picks
At the Literary Exer-
cises on June 7, Phi Beta
Kappa members from
the class of 2005 con-
ferred their awards for
teaching excellence on
professor of history
Peter E. Gordon and Weatherhead Uni-
versity Professor Samuel P. Huntington.

A Duo and a Dozen
Two deans and 12 faculty members were
elected fellows of the American Acad-
emy of Arts and Sciences. The deans are
Elena Kagan (Law) and William C.
Kirby (Arts and Sciences). The profes-
sors are art historian Yve-Alain Bois,
Latin American historian John H.
Coatsworth, English and comparative
literature scholar James Engell, sociolo-
gist Robert J. Sampson, and physicist
Cumrun Vafa (all FAS); demographer
David Elliot Bloom (Public Health); or-
ganizational-behavior expert Jay W.
Lorsch (Business); legal theorist Dun-
can Kennedy; cell biologists Alfred L.
Goldberg and Tom Rapoport, and ge-
neticist Louis M. Kunkel (Medicine);
and foreign-relations specialist Stephen
M. Walt (Government).
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at a stage where it is natural for the fac-
ulty to take full responsibility.” And in
fact the president, who had other press-
ing concerns, stopped attending the com-
mittee’s meetings.

Second, Ulrich said, the Corporation
emphasized that there had to be much
more faculty involvement  in the planning
for Allston campus development—and
greater transparency in the process. Al-
though faculty members and deans from
throughout the University have served on
Allston advisory committees, physical
planning has proceeded as a closely held
administrative concern. Ulrich quoted the
Corporation members as saying, “Plan-
ning has barely begun.” Some FAS faculty
members have expressed special concern
about science facilities (see page 58).

Finally, Ulrich made the faculty meeting
the unusual venue for disclosing that no
major fundraising campaign would be
launched for at least two years. Invoking a
word the Corporation members used, she
said that in their view, a period of “conva-
lescence” was in order. This fiscal reality is
of interest to all faculties, but perhaps
none more so than FAS, which is borrow-
ing heavily to build and renovate facilities;
sta∞ng and operating them as they come
on line; expanding the professorial ranks
relatively rapidly; and contending with
higher costs for benefits and utilities.

Such strains heighten faculty anxieties
over other issues. As an example of the
general skittishness, at the April 12 fac-
ulty meeting, Richard F. Thomas, profes-
sor of Greek and Latin, asked Summers
whether he had, as rumored, discussed
granting other schools permission to con-
fer the Ph.D. degree, or even separating
the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
(GSAS) from FAS and assigning it, for re-
porting purposes, to the provost or an-
other authority. Alluding to Virgil,
Thomas spoke of the poet living “be-
tween republic and empire, when strong
men sustained the fiction of more or less
democratic systems while in fact subvert-
ing them.” Skirmishing over doctoral de-
grees is not novel; other schools, with
their own degrees, can get in on FAS’s
Ph.D. monopoly only via joint programs.
But the GSAS talk was new.

Having absorbed the poetry lesson,
Summers flatly said there was no truth to
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