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missions, and artist-in-residence positions
at schools or art colonies. (He recently re-
turned from working with musicians in
Alaska as part of the CrossSound Festival.)
He cannot apply for grants because his
company, Big Red Media Inc., is a for-
profit venture. 

Ho also credits visionary arts promot-
ers, such as Harvey Lichtenstein, for his
success. Lichtenstein, who transformed
the Brooklyn Academy of Music into one
of the country’s top forums for contempo-
rary performing art, founded The Next
Wave Festival, in which Ho performed in
1997 and 2001. “Here’s the conundrum,” ac-
cording to Ho. “If the Establishment em-
braces you for even a second, there’s some-
thing to be gotten because they are the
mafia, they are the power, so the fact that I
got into the Next Wave put me on the
map.

“And how did I get there? People are
cynical: ‘Did you schmooze? Did you sleep
with someone?’ No, this is what really hap-
pened—and why I still stay optimistic,
though with a critical edge. There are still
people who are open-minded and who
seek something genuine and creative and
experimental, and Harvey Lichtenstein is
one of them. He called me into his o∞ce
and wanted to spend an hour just talking
about ideas—not about money, not about
budget—but whether my ideas were of in-
terest to him.” People like that, Ho says, like
Alvin Ailey and Joseph Papp, “have made
their compromises and their deals, but
they’ve also had to understand the pulse of
what’s new and fresh to do what they did.” 

Today, many young impresarios and
artists accept “The Apprentice mentality.
They don’t want to be entrepreneurs. They
want to be hired. They want a gig. They
don’t want to be self-reliant, to start from
scratch, and carry out a vision no matter
how unpopular or uncommercial it might
be, but driven by the belief that our cul-
ture, our society, needs it,” he says. “[Art]
is about risk-taking on a maximum level
where everything is put on the table—
your reputation, your career, your credibil-
ity, and your own personal money.” 

The brooklyn sax quartet’s newest
CD, Far Side of Here, was released in March
at a free concert at a church in Ho’s pre-
dominantly Polish Greenpoint neighbor-

hood. One piece on the disk is his Fishing
Song of the East China Sea, an elegant re-
working of a Chinese original which Ho
calls “a song about the pristine love of
the sea at dawn as the fishermen are
about to start out for the day’s work,
seeing the calmness of the sea, its beauty,
its fecundity.” In another work, Black Na-
tion Suite, Ho plays musically with four
songs—the spiritual “O, Freedom,” an
upbeat African-soul “boogaloo,” a free-
style jazz number, and “We Shall Over-
come.” That ubiquitous tune is trans-
fused with complex chord changes and
unusual harmonization, yielding a lush-
ness unheard before. “So much of the
civil-rights movement after Martin
Luther King Jr.’s birthday became an
o∞cial holiday has been sanctified and
oversimplified,” Ho asserts. “I wanted to
reinvigorate this anthem, give it more
muscle and depth.” 

The audience at the church concert
comprised a diverse mix of ethnicities, jazz
lovers, children, elders, people who spoke
only Polish, artists, friends, and fellow mu-
sicians. They appreciated the quartet’s

original, somewhat experimental music.
One woman at the reception slyly told Ho
that he was “wild and wolfish.” His usu-
ally impassive face opened into a smile,
and he thanked her. “I’d like people to be
moved emotionally and intellectually, to
think about life, their roles, and the world,
di≠erently,” he says of his ideal listener.
“And to expand their humanity—to have
greater empathy for, awareness of, people
su≠ering, struggling, and their aspirations
for justice and equality.” 

What about a less tempered, less cere-
bral response? What if someone reacted to
his Black Panther Suite (a DVD that uses star-
tling images of slavery, the civil-rights
movement, and the militant Panthers) by
grabbing a weapon and marching into the
street? “I am not asking for the highest
level of engagement—just any sort of en-
gagement they feel they are capable of con-
tributing,” he says. “But I wouldn’t mind if
people utilized my music for a revolution,
literally. I would actually be delighted be-
cause it would underscore my belief that
music is socially e∞cacious.”

�nell porter brown

Your Vote Counts
Alumni will choose five new Harvard
Overseers and six new elected directors
for the Harvard Alumni Association
(HAA) in annual elections this spring. 

To be counted, votes must be received

by noon on June 3. Results will be an-
nounced at the HAA’s annual meeting on
June 9, Commencement Day. All Harvard
degree holders, except for Corporation
members and o∞cers of instruction and
government, are entitled to vote for Over-

Mitchell L. Gerald R. Peter R. Anne Dhu Seth P.
Adams Jordan Jr. MacLeish McLucas Waxman

Enrique Susan S. Lisbet
Hernandez Wallach Rausing

Overseer
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seer candidates. Voting
for HAA directors is
open to all alumni.

Candidates, listed in
order of appearance on
the ballot, are:
For Overseer (six-year
term, five to be elected):

Mitchell L. Adams
’66, M.B.A. ’69. Executive
director, Massachusetts
Technology Collabora-
tive, Dedham, Mass.

Gerald R. Jordan Jr.
’61, M.B.A. ’67. Invest-
ment adviser, president,
Hellman, Jordan Management Co. Inc.,
Boston.

Peter R. MacLeish, Ph.D ’77. Professor
and chairman, department of anatomy
and neurobiology; director, Neuroscience
Institute, Morehouse School of Medicine,
Atlanta.

Anne Dhu McLucas, Ph.D ’75. Profes-
sor of music, chair of music history and
ethnomusicology, University of Oregon,
Eugene, Ore.

Seth P. Waxman ’73. Partner, Wilmer
Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Enrique Hernandez Jr. ’77, J.D. ’80.
Chairman, president, and CEO, Inter-Con
Security Systems Inc., Pasadena, Calif.

Susan S. Wallach ’68, J.D. ’71. Special
counsel, Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP, New
York City.

Lisbet Rausing, Ph.D ’93. Senior re-
search fellow, Imperial College, London,
England.

For HAA Director: (three-year term, six
to be elected):

Christopher Gabrieli ’81. Chairman,
Massachusetts 2020, Boston.

Rocky Delgadillo ’82. Los Angeles city
attorney, Los Angeles.

Brooks Newmark ’80, M.B.A. ’84. Se-
nior partner, Apollo Management LP,
London, England.

Jennifer Flinton Diener ’67, M.B.A. ’72.
Community volunteer, former senior vice
president and member of the executive
committee, American Medical Interna-
tional, Santa Monica, Calif.

Sarah Elizabeth Lewis ’01. Curatorial

assistant, Museum of Modern Art, New
York City.

Katharine Appleton Downes ’89. As-
sistant professor of pathology, Case
Western Reserve; attending physician,
University Hospitals of Cleveland, Cleve-
land.

Charis Menschel Drant ’97. Associate
at Piper Rudnick, LLP, Washington, D.C.

Janet A. Moy ’75. Dermatologist; assis-
tant clinical professor, New York Univer-
sity School of Medicine, New York City.

Keith A. James ’79, J.D. ’82. Share-
holder, Shutts & Bowen, LLP, West Palm
Beach, Fla. 

The HAA nominating committee pro-
poses Overseer and elected director can-
didates each year. The committee’s 13 vot-
ing members include three current or
former Overseers and 10 other alumni
chosen by the HAA Executive Commit-
tee. Overseer and HAA elected-director
candidates may also be nominated with
petitions signed by a prescribed number
of eligible degree holders and filed earlier
in the year. 

Comings and Goings
Harvard clubs host lectures, seminars,
and social gatherings. Following is a par-
tial list of Harvard-a∞liated speakers
appearing at local club events this spring.
For details, contact the club directly, call
the HAA at 617-495-3070, or visit www.-
haa.harvard.edu.

On May 5, the Harvard Club of New
Hampshire o≠ers a lecture by Fogg Art
Museum curator Theodore E. Stebbins Jr.

on “Harvard’s Rediscovery of American
Art.” Also on May 5, associate professor of
government and of social studies Glyn
Morgan talks about the “Morals of
Terrorism” at the Harvard Club of West-
ern New York. Members of the Harvard
Club of Phoenix gather on May 6 to learn
about “Russia’s Putinism” from Marshall
Goldman, associate director of the Davis
Center for Russian Studies. (Goldman
also speaks to the Harvard Club of Del-
aware on May 11.) “Harvard Admissions
and Financial Aid” is the subject of a May
7 meeting of the Harvard Club of Kansas
City that features College senior admis-
sions o∞cer David L. Evans. Richards
professor of chemistry Cynthia Friend
discusses “Nanotechnology” at the Har-
vard Club of Oregon on May 12. On May
15, the Harvard Club of Eastern
Michigan hears a lecture on “Nuclear
Terrorism: The Ultimate Preventable
Catastrophe,” by Graham Allison, Dillon
professor of government and director of
the Belfer Center for Science and Inter-
national A≠airs at the Kennedy School of
Government. Gottlieb professor of law
Elizabeth Warren discusses “The Over-
Consumption Myth and Other Morality
Issues” at the Harvard-Radcli≠e Club of
Philadelphia on May 18.

The Harvard Club of Southern Con-
necticut welcomes psychiatry professor J.
Allan Hobson for a discussion of “Sleep,
Dreams, and Consciousness” on June 7. On
June 23, the Harvard Club of Fairfield
County (Connecticut) hosts a talk by
dean of admissions and financial aid
William R. Fitzsimmons. 

Katharine Charis Janet A. Keith A.
Appleton Downes Menschel Drant Moy James

HAA
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