
could influence decisions on granting
tenure—the ultimate bet on a professor’s
likely future output. In that light, much
of the Harvard reaction to Summers’s
presentation was shaped both by the re-
cent discussion of the declining number
of o≠ers of tenured positions to women
within FAS, and by the fact that he is the
final arbiter on tenure decisions at the
University.

Shulamit Kahn, an associate professor
at Boston University School of Manage-
ment who also attended, said that al-
though the issues Summers advanced
about the distribution of top test scores
might be researched further, she did not
expect such studies to augment current
knowledge. She noted that several experi-
ments show that average scores can be in-
fluenced by the context in which tests are
administered.

As for innate di≠erences in ability,
much scholarship addresses gender varia-
tions in test scores and their predictive
power for subsequent college studies, ca-
reer choices, or professional performance
for boys or girls. Perhaps the leading cur-
rent work in the field is Women in Science:
Career Processes and Outcomes, published by
Harvard University Press in 2003, by Yu
Xie and Kimberlee A. Shauman. Both at-
tended the symposium. Their final chap-

ter, included in the briefing materials,
concludes that “gender

di≠erences in nei-
ther average nor
high achievement
in mathematics
explain young
m e n’ s  h i g h e r
likelihood of ma-
joring in [science
and engineering]
fields in college
relative to young
women.”

Presentations
made during the

symposium ses-
sions (which Sum-
mers did not at-
tend), plus the two
volumes of papers
and background
material, and exist-
ing research in the
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Yesterday’s News
From the pages of the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine

1920 The Corporation and Overseers
have voted to admit female students to
the new Graduate School of Education,
which will open its doors in September.

1925 Following a review of the fresh-
man year, the faculty creates a Board of
Advisors to counsel first-year students
and approves plans for the College’s first
freshman orientation, a three-day session
to be held before classes begin in the fall.

1930 A “prohibition poll” by the Crim-
son of the College and the law, business,
and medical schools reveals that 2,678 of
the respondents favor modification or re-
peal of the existing law, 529 want it strict-
ly enforced, and only 67 like the status quo.

1935 President Conant proposes 
creating an endowment fund to maintain
Harvard’s athletic program because the
Depression has reduced football ticket
sales—which finance all other sports.

1940 Professor of zoology Alfred S.
Romer gets a long-distance phone call
from the Hollywood studio filming
1,000,000 B.C., inquiring about the kind
of fighting noises a tyrannosaurus and
dimetrodon would make.

1945 The Corporation votes to open
Nieman Fellowships to female journalists.

1955 Dean of the Faculty of Arts
and Sciences McGeorge Bundy
tells a Senate subcommittee
that Harvard refuses to do
secret work in peace-
time because classi-
fied-research con-

tracts can easily contaminate the essen-
tial atmosphere of a university.

1965 Following the lead of Columbia
students, Harvard students organize a
seven-hour “teach-in” on Vietnam, with
100 faculty speakers and attendance ap-
proaching 10,000.

1975 Harvard Medical School and the
Monsanto Company have joined forces in
a 12-year, $23-million project in basic bio-
logical research,“the base for a totally
new field—biologic-industrial technology.”  

1980 The Faculty of Arts and Sciences
votes to legitimize drama as part of the
undergraduate curriculum, authorizing a
faculty committee to approve courses and
recommend lecturers from the recently
arrived American Repertory Theatre.

1985 An estimated 5,000 people meet
in Tercentenary Theatre on April 4 to hear
the Reverend Jesse Jackson call on Har-
vard and other institutions to divest their
holdings in compa-
nies doing 
business in
apartheid
South Africa.
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