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returned to the private sector to develop

public-health projects for a Washington-

area health-communications firm. 

She collected numerous accolades along

the way, including Radcli≠e’s first Jane

Rainie Opel ’50 Young Alumna Award, and

she was featured in a long-running PBS

documentary series tracking the careers of

seven HMS alumni (the most recent in-

stallment, Survivor M.D., aired in 2001). 

But she still yearned for the kind of

community activism she’d experienced

with the Family Van project, and that

longing brought her back to Echoing

Green. She served on the foundation’s

board for a few years before becoming its

chief executive o∞cer in 2002. 

In that role, she oversees a highly com-

petitive process for awarding fellowships

and seed funding for an astonishingly

broad range of grassroots projects. Cur-

rent e≠orts range from the Bronx boat-

building workshop to an Iowa program

that provides job training for recent immi-

grants to a Montana initiative to preserve

the culture of a Native American tribal na-

tion whose population is growing, but

whose native language is dying out.

Among the highest-profile efforts is A

Fighting Chance, a New Orleans-based

program that provides legal help to indi-

gent death-row inmates who were inade-

quately represented by public defenders.

Echoing Green fellows Melanie Carr ’97

and Colleen Francis, both former trial in-

vestigators, founded the program based in

part on a study indicating that the convic-

tion rate in death-penalty cases fell from

68 to 16 percent when defendants received

competent representation. “You’re sitting

there sobbing as you read these handwrit-

ten six-page letters of recommendation

from inmates about why these women de-

serve an Echoing Green fellowship,” Dor-

sey recalls. To date, the program’s e≠orts

have freed one wrongly convicted inmate

and reduced the sentences of two others. 

Results like that remind Dorsey why

she’s running Echoing Green rather than

maintaining a lucrative private practice.

“Investing in innovative leaders with

great ideas,” she says, “goes a long way to-

ward closing the gaps in society.” 

�anne stuart

HAA Leader Seeks
Global Outreach
The new president of the Harvard

Alumni Association (HAA) summarizes

the theme of his year-long term in four

words: “Participate in Harvard’s future.” 

That’s the message James R. Ullyot ’62,

M.B.A. ’66, of Minneapolis, hopes to send

to Harvard alumni everywhere. “It’s an

invitation to our 322,000 alumni around

the world to join us at a very exciting

time in the University’s history,” he says,

citing development of a new undergradu-

ate curriculum, early planning for expan-

sion in Allston, and other forward-look-

ing initiatives. 

Alumni wondering how to participate

can start with Post.Harvard, the Univer-

sity’s on-line community. At Ullyot’s be-

hest, the website’s homepage (www.haa.-

harvard.edu) sports a new link with his

four-word slogan. “If you click on it, you’ll

find 20 to 30 di≠erent ways to stay in-

formed and connected,” he says. Sugges-

tions range from joining local Harvard

clubs to hiring current students for sum-

mer jobs. 

Using the Web is a natural move for Ul-

lyot, a veteran technology executive who

specializes in on-line networking. Cur-

rently, he’s chairman of Creative Commu-

nications Inc. of Bloomington, Minnesota,

a small business that, among other things,

designs and hosts websites. 

That same expertise prompted him to

help get the HAA on-line in the early

1990s, when the Internet was still little-

known outside the geek universe. Ullyot

persuaded HAA sta≠ to let him set up an

electronic bulletin-board system in the as-

sociation’s headquarters. In those pre-

Web days, computer-savvy alumni could

dial into the system over telephone lines

to join on-line discussions. Eventually,

that system evolved into the far more so-

phisticated Post.Harvard, which today

provides e-mail and other services to more

than 150,000 alumni users.

Ullyot’s electronic e≠orts earned him a

1999 HAA Award; its citation praised him

as “our fearless guide through technologi-

cal gateways, ushering the HAA ‘from the

age that is past to the age that is waiting

before.’” 

That award also acknowledged Ullyot’s

long-time leadership in state and national

Harvard activities. He is former president

of both the Harvard Club of Minnesota

and the Harvard Business School Club of

Minnesota; he has also served as an HAA

regional director and cochair of the associ-

ation’s communications committee. A

longtime admissions interviewer, he orga-

nized a 1993 fundraising e≠ort that helped

finance a short film shown to prospective

students nationwide. 

Ullyot’s dedication to Harvard may

have genetic roots. His family’s other Har-

vard alumni include his brother, Daniel

’58, and Daniel’s sons Theodore ’89 and

Jonathan ’91. His own daughter, Elizabeth,

is an incoming freshman, and Ullyot ac-

knowledges that his outreach e≠orts are

partly on her behalf. “One of the extraor-

dinary things about Harvard when I was

there was the constant contact between

students and alumni” through House and

College events, he recalls. “I hope Eliza-

beth and her classmates will have a

chance to experience the alumni commu-

nity the same way I did.” 

Ullyot, who succeeds James V. Baker

’68, M.B.A ’71, of Surrey, England, will

serve as HAA president until Harvard’s
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Hiram Hunn Awards
Six alumni have been selected to receive

this year’s Hiram S. Hunn Memorial

Schools and Scholarship Awards, pre-

sented by the Harvard College Office of

Admissions and Financial Aid. The

awards are named for Hiram S. Hunn ’21,

who recruited and interviewed prospec-

tive Harvard students for more than 50

years in Iowa and Vermont. Winners,

who are honored for their service on

schools and scholarships committees

throughout the world, will receive their

awards at a ceremony on October 15. 

This year’s recipients—who have col-

lectively logged more than

170 years of service—are: 

Charles J. Egan ’54 of

Kansas City, Missouri.

Egan’s schools and schol-

arship contributions span

45 years, first on Long Is-

land and, for the past

three decades, in Kansas City. Besides

chairing committees in both locations, he

is a past president of the Harvard Alumni

Association and past cochair of the Har-

vard College Fund. 

Elinor D. Wilder ’56 of

New York City. Wilder

has been involved in

schools and scholarship

work for 25 years, inter-

viewing applicants visit-

ing New York City from

all over the world. 

John Timothy Kennish
’61 of Toronto. Kennish, another 25-year

veteran, served on the HAA’s National

Schools Committee from

1989 to 1994. He is a for-

mer long-time president

of the Harvard Club of

Toronto. 

Nash Flores, M.B.A.

’67, of Dallas. Flores has

been active in Dallas-area

schools and scholarships

activities for more than a

quarter-century, includ-

ing 16 years as committee

chair. He has also held

leadership posts in the

Harvard Club of Dallas. 

George B. Kaiser ’64, of

Tulsa. Kaiser has interviewed Harvard

applicants in Oklahoma

for nearly 40 years, chair-

ing the area’s schools and

scholarships committee

for much of that time. He

is a former HAA director. 

Claire Mays Pouma-
dère ’81, of Paris. A leader

in schools

and scholarship work

since shortly after her

own graduation, Pouma-

dère now chairs a Paris-

based multinational com-

mittee and coordinates

interviews for about 30

candidates annually. 

Volunteer All-Stars 
Established in 1990, the Harvard

Alumni Association Awards recognize

outstanding service to the University by

alumni volunteers. The HAA will honor

six award recipients during its fall meet-

ing on October 14. 

They are: Weston J. Durant ’48, of Or-

chard Park, New York; Dan H. Fenn Jr.
’44, M.A. ’72, of Lexington, Massachu-

setts; Fred N. Fishman ’46, LL.B. ’48, of

New York City; Thierry G. Porte ’79,

M.B.A. ’82, of Tokyo; Jacques Sales, LL.M.

’67, of Paris; and Jane Ellen Tewksbury
’74, of Arlington, Massachusetts. 

Further details will appear in this mag-

azine’s November-December issue.

Alumni College Update
Two upcoming Alumni College events

will examine the importance of Harvard’s

museum collections to both education and

research. Specific details were not avail-

able as this issue went to press, but an

October seminar is scheduled to explore

the ornithology collection at the Harvard

Museum of Natural History and a Novem-

ber program will highlight treasures in

Harvard’s art museums. Pre-registration

will be required. For program updates,

visit www.haa.harvard.edu and click on

Alumni College, e-mail haa_alumnicol-

lege@harvard.edu, or call 617-496-1920.

Call for Nominations
Members of the Harvard community are

invited to nominate candidates for hon-

orary degrees to be awarded in 2006. 

Nominations should be submitted by

November 1 and should include biograph-

ical information and comments support-

ing the nominee’s candidacy. The Advi-

sory Committee on Honorary Degrees

will meet to consider nominations at its

fall and spring meetings. 

Nominations may be sent to Conrad K.

Harper, Corporation Fellow and commit-

tee chair, at Loeb House, 17 Quincy Street,

Cambridge 02138. 

The Battle for Illinois, Round 2. With a contentious national election approaching,
the U.S. Senate race in Illinois between two Harvard Law School graduates, apparent
rising stars in their respective parties, seemed a timely subject for this magazine’s
“Alumni” section (July-August, page 75). Just after the magazine went to press, however,
the Republican candidate withdrew after his divorce records were made public. We re-
gret causing any inadvertent confusion to our readers. On August 8, as this issue went
to press, conservative political commentator Alan L. Keyes ’72, Ph.D. ’79, who sought
the Republican presidential nomination in 1996 and 2000, became the state Republi-
can party’s new candidate. Keyes previously ran for the Senate in Maryland, where he
has lived, in 1988 and 1992; he must establish residency in Illinois by election day. Like
his Democratic rival, Barack Obama, J.D. ’91, Keyes is an African American.

354th Commencement, next June. Be-

tween now and then, he also hopes to help

dispel what he sees as two widely held

myths about the association. 

The first, Ullyot says, is the perception

that HAA sta≠ and o∞cers “are fund-

raisers in disguise.” In reality, he explains,

the HAA focuses on delivering services

rather than soliciting donations. 

Even more prevalent is the idea that the

HAA serves only alumni of Harvard Col-

lege. Not true, says Ullyot. “We’re reach-

ing out to people from all of Harvard’s

schools,” he emphasizes. “This is truly a

University alumni association.”
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