
vard graduates. Herewith, brief dis-

patches on their experiences; many others

could be written by alumni soldiers on the

front lines, others who covered the war

news and tended to its casualties, and

those who served alongside Ambassador

L. Paul Bremer, M.B.A. ’66, former head of

the Coalition Provisional Authority.

�sara houghteling

“To rid the world of a tyrant”
Photographed against the sandy back-

drop of the desert, Major Stan Coerr,

M.P.A. ’99, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve,

stands by a camouflage-colored Humvee

with its roof covered in brush. Coerr’s feet

are planted apart and he holds a Czech

RPK, standard issue for Saddam Hussein’s

Iraqi Army. In the background, a red trian-

gle of flame from a burning oil well spirals

into an opaque cloud of smoke. The smoke

looks leaden, as if it could fall to the earth

in one solid piece.

“No One Asked Us,” Coerr’s editorial

defense of American involvement in Iraq

from the perspective of “one who was

there,” originally began as a missive

Coerr sent to 12 people—his grandfather,

his father, and “a few buddies from the

marines.” Each recipient sent it to some-

one else. Now, on any given day, Coerr’s

name attracts several thousand hits on

Google. Coerr was there from March to

May 2003, working to integrate Ameri-

can aircraft with British

infantry maneuvers. A

decorated helicopter

pilot, Coerr remained land-bound during

his time in Iraq, calling in air strikes and

translating the parlance of aviators in

order to direct the movements of ground

troops. 

Coerr credits his fellow students at

the Kennedy School for giving him a

deeper sense of the fearfulness of life

under a repressive dictatorship. He re-

calls one classmate who had fled political

oppression in the Congo only to face dire

poverty in the United States. “Most

Americans have never been exposed to

University Professors
Constitutional law scholar  Laurence H.
Tribe ’62, J.D. ’66, and chemist George
M. Whitesides ’60 have been named

Loeb University Profes-

sor and Flowers Univer-

sity Professor, respec-

tively. Tribe, a faculty

member since 1968 who

had been Tyler professor

of constitutional law, is

author of American Consti-
tutional Law. A leading

appellate advocate, he

has presented dozens of

cases to the U.S. Su-

preme Court. In 2003, 

he was lead author of

the University’s amicus

brief in the cases con-

cerning a∞rmative ac-

tion in admission to the

undergraduate and law schools at the

University of Michigan. He also pre-

pared the American Civil Liberties

Union’s amicus brief in Lawrence v. Texas,

the case that overturned the ruling in

Bowers v. Hardwick concerning private

sexual conduct. And Tribe has helped

draft new constitutions for South

Africa, Russia, and the Czech Republic.

Whitesides, who had been Mallinck-

rodt professor of chemistry, joined the

faculty in 1982. An expert in materials

science (see “Phenomenal Surfaces,” this

magazine’s July-August 1997 cover

story), he has made fundamental dis-

coveries in nanotechnology and has

been recognized with the National

Medal of Science and the Kyoto Prize.

He is the first faculty member to hold

this new University Professorship, es-

tablished as part of a larger gift by J.
Christopher Flowers ’79, formerly an

investment banker at Goldman, Sachs,

and his wife, Mary H. White, in honor

of his parents, Woodford L. and Ann A.
Flowers. The senior Flowers, M.B.A. ’52,

worked on the Business School sta≠ for

many years. In announcing the appoint-

ments, President Lawrence H. Summers

praised both professors for “having

brought honor to Harvard through their

scholarship and teaching.”

Archival Appointment
The new Harvard University Archivist

is Megan Sniffin-Marinoff, who has

been librarian and deputy director of

Radcli≠e’s Schlesinger Library. She suc-

ceeds Harley P. Holden, who retired in

late 2003. Sniffin-Marino≠ had previ-

ously been head of MIT’s Institute

Archives and Special Collections, and

from 1980 to 1994 archivist of Simmons

College and a professor in the Simmons

Graduate School of Library and Infor-

mation Science. She will phase into her

new duties while continuing to oversee

the renovation of the Schlesinger.

Deputy Dean
Patricia A. O’Brien ,

D.B.A. ’86, became the

deputy dean of Harvard

College, a new position,

on August 1. O’Brien,

until then dean of the

Simmons College School

of Management, is co-master of Currier

House. She will oversee residential and

student life, undergraduate academic

programs, the dean of freshmen, the reg-

istrar, and the o∞ce of career services,

and will co-chair the Administrative

Board with dean Benedict H. Gross,

whose duties grew when the College

deanship and the deanship of under-

graduate education were merged as the

curriculum review ramped up.

University People
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Major Stan Coerr 
coordinated American 
airpower and British
ground troops, like these
sharpshooters near the oil
fields in southern Iraq. C
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