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predominantly settled on the East Coast.

“Boston, Hartford, and Miami all have

large West Indian populations,” says Wa-

ters. “And in New York City, more than

half the blacks are first- or second-gener-

ation immigrants.” Haynie, who hails

from the Carolinas, notes, “In the South,

you don’t have the diversity that you do in

the North. Southern black Americans are

very often the descendents of slaves.” (Of

course, many West Indian and African

families also are slave descendents.)

Those from abroad “have a di≠erent un-

derstanding of what it means to be black,”

says Boskey professor of law Lani Guinier

’71, noting that they are less vulnerable to

being viewed through the lens of a nega-

tive stereotype. According to Haynie, “A

lot of black American students wanted to

go to Harvard because they wanted to

prove something to white people—‘I can

do it, I can achieve, the stereotypes are

wrong.’ But the African and Caribbean

blacks wanted to succeed because they

wanted to succeed—it was what they

were supposed to do. Their parents had

come to the United States to get opportu-

nities, and they made sure their kids took

advantage of what was out there. It is very

di≠erent in a black American family, where

you may not have a history of success in

your family in the same way. It takes a 

special e≠ort to go out and look for oppor-

tunities.” Waters volunteers a general soci-

ological observation: “An immigrant popu-

lation will do better as compared with a

native population, because with immi-

grants, you have a selected group.”

According to Haynie’s study, the West

Indian students’ parents were better o≠

than the families of black American stu-

dents, and more than 90 percent of the

parents of Harvard’s African students

had advanced degrees. Many immigrants

come from black-majority societies, with

black presidents and prime ministers. In

contrast, the American blacks, Haynie

says, “are a group that has never seen

black leadership.”

Guinier calls this “a window into the

way that ‘meritocracy’ has been destroyed

by privilege and cumulative advantage—

not just among black students, but all stu-

dents. White students are also dispropor-

tionately privileged. It’s about wealth,

education, disposable assets, intergenera-

tional wealth transfer.”

She cites research by

Princeton economist Jesse

Rothstein that “concludes

that the SAT—the princi-

pal indicator of ‘merit’—is

essentially noise, a way of

laundering wealth. In

Aisha Haynie’s data we

are picking up the same

phenomenon. It’s not lo-

cated only there.” Adds

Waters, “Another aspect

of diversity is social

class—poor and work-

ing-class kids. If you look

at the class backgrounds of black stu-

dents here, you’ll see that many of them

are rather well o≠.”

“Harvard could do a better job of recog-

nizing the di≠erences between black stu-

dents. The tendency is to see it as ‘a black

face is a black face,’” says Haynie. “On the

admissions form, you could put down

where your parents and grandparents

were born. If you have two black appli-

cants, one from the American South, the

other from the Caribbean, the black

American may have come a lot further

than the Caribbean student.” Waters

says, “If it’s only skin color, that’s a very

narrow definition of diversity. I would

hate to see Harvard not reaching out to

those African Americans who have been

in the United States for generations. Are

we not looking as hard as we should in

Mississippi or Alabama for kids who

would do well if they were recruited?”

Dean of admissions and financial aid

William R. Fitzsimmons notes that “the

African-American community here has al-

ways been very diverse.” He says the Uni-

versity has recently committed to spend-

ing an additional $300,000 to $400,000

annually on recruiting, and is building a

“pipeline” to reach out to and encourage

applicants, including minority and under-

privileged recruits (see “Class-conscious

Financial Aid,” May-June, page 62). The

College has eliminated family contribu-

tions from students whose families earn

less than $40,000 per year, and this year

the yield rate for students receiving finan-

cial aid was actually several percentage

points higher than the 78 percent rate of

the class of 2008 as a whole. New recruit-

ing initiatives are now underway, like the

Crimson Summer Academy, which brings

up to 30 students from urban public and

parochial schools in Boston and Cam-

bridge to Harvard for three consecutive

summers. Furthermore, Fitzsimmons em-

phasizes that Harvard continues its long-

standing policy of “taking into account

how far people have come, given the re-

sources they had growing up.”

Generational Status
Black Harvard Students vs. U.S. Aggregates

HARVARD STUDENTS           U.S. BLACK 
(N  = 170) POPULATION, 2000*

First generation 8% 6.1%

Second generation 41% 3.3%

Third generation 6% 0.9%

Fourth 45% 89.7%
(and higher) generations

*Based on projections from 1990 U.S. Census
Source: Haynie article in Journal of Public and International Affairs, 2002

Interim Iraqi Government minister Nes-

reen Berwari’s phone number, area code

914 (a New Rochelle exchange!), rings in

Baghdad, a satellite trick that momentar-

ily closes the distance between New York

and the Iraqi capital—or reminds us how

closely the United States and Iraq are tied.

If Major Stan Coerr’s mission was to top-

ple Saddam Hussein, First Lieutenant

Vincent Tuohey’s has been to maintain

and even ameliorate that American pres-

ence in a Baghdad neighborhood. Minister

Berwari returned to that city to rebuild

her country. Colonel Elspeth Ritchie, a

military psychiatrist, addresses the men-

tal-health issues that challenge American

soldiers. And Newsweek’s Beijing bureau

chief turned Baghdad correspondent

Melinda Liu chronicles America’s trials in

Iraq, the place that unites these five Har-

Dispatches from the Front
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vard graduates. Herewith, brief dis-

patches on their experiences; many others

could be written by alumni soldiers on the

front lines, others who covered the war

news and tended to its casualties, and

those who served alongside Ambassador

L. Paul Bremer, M.B.A. ’66, former head of

the Coalition Provisional Authority.

�sara houghteling

“To rid the world of a tyrant”
Photographed against the sandy back-

drop of the desert, Major Stan Coerr,

M.P.A. ’99, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve,

stands by a camouflage-colored Humvee

with its roof covered in brush. Coerr’s feet

are planted apart and he holds a Czech

RPK, standard issue for Saddam Hussein’s

Iraqi Army. In the background, a red trian-

gle of flame from a burning oil well spirals

into an opaque cloud of smoke. The smoke

looks leaden, as if it could fall to the earth

in one solid piece.

“No One Asked Us,” Coerr’s editorial

defense of American involvement in Iraq

from the perspective of “one who was

there,” originally began as a missive

Coerr sent to 12 people—his grandfather,

his father, and “a few buddies from the

marines.” Each recipient sent it to some-

one else. Now, on any given day, Coerr’s

name attracts several thousand hits on

Google. Coerr was there from March to

May 2003, working to integrate Ameri-

can aircraft with British

infantry maneuvers. A

decorated helicopter

pilot, Coerr remained land-bound during

his time in Iraq, calling in air strikes and

translating the parlance of aviators in

order to direct the movements of ground

troops. 

Coerr credits his fellow students at

the Kennedy School for giving him a

deeper sense of the fearfulness of life

under a repressive dictatorship. He re-

calls one classmate who had fled political

oppression in the Congo only to face dire

poverty in the United States. “Most

Americans have never been exposed to

University Professors
Constitutional law scholar  Laurence H.
Tribe ’62, J.D. ’66, and chemist George
M. Whitesides ’60 have been named

Loeb University Profes-

sor and Flowers Univer-

sity Professor, respec-

tively. Tribe, a faculty

member since 1968 who

had been Tyler professor

of constitutional law, is

author of American Consti-
tutional Law. A leading

appellate advocate, he

has presented dozens of

cases to the U.S. Su-

preme Court. In 2003, 

he was lead author of

the University’s amicus

brief in the cases con-

cerning a∞rmative ac-

tion in admission to the

undergraduate and law schools at the

University of Michigan. He also pre-

pared the American Civil Liberties

Union’s amicus brief in Lawrence v. Texas,

the case that overturned the ruling in

Bowers v. Hardwick concerning private

sexual conduct. And Tribe has helped

draft new constitutions for South

Africa, Russia, and the Czech Republic.

Whitesides, who had been Mallinck-

rodt professor of chemistry, joined the

faculty in 1982. An expert in materials

science (see “Phenomenal Surfaces,” this

magazine’s July-August 1997 cover

story), he has made fundamental dis-

coveries in nanotechnology and has

been recognized with the National

Medal of Science and the Kyoto Prize.

He is the first faculty member to hold

this new University Professorship, es-

tablished as part of a larger gift by J.
Christopher Flowers ’79, formerly an

investment banker at Goldman, Sachs,

and his wife, Mary H. White, in honor

of his parents, Woodford L. and Ann A.
Flowers. The senior Flowers, M.B.A. ’52,

worked on the Business School sta≠ for

many years. In announcing the appoint-

ments, President Lawrence H. Summers

praised both professors for “having

brought honor to Harvard through their

scholarship and teaching.”

Archival Appointment
The new Harvard University Archivist

is Megan Sniffin-Marinoff, who has

been librarian and deputy director of

Radcli≠e’s Schlesinger Library. She suc-

ceeds Harley P. Holden, who retired in

late 2003. Sniffin-Marino≠ had previ-

ously been head of MIT’s Institute

Archives and Special Collections, and

from 1980 to 1994 archivist of Simmons

College and a professor in the Simmons

Graduate School of Library and Infor-

mation Science. She will phase into her

new duties while continuing to oversee

the renovation of the Schlesinger.

Deputy Dean
Patricia A. O’Brien ,

D.B.A. ’86, became the

deputy dean of Harvard

College, a new position,

on August 1. O’Brien,

until then dean of the

Simmons College School

of Management, is co-master of Currier

House. She will oversee residential and

student life, undergraduate academic

programs, the dean of freshmen, the reg-

istrar, and the o∞ce of career services,

and will co-chair the Administrative

Board with dean Benedict H. Gross,

whose duties grew when the College

deanship and the deanship of under-

graduate education were merged as the

curriculum review ramped up.

University People
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Major Stan Coerr 
coordinated American 
airpower and British
ground troops, like these
sharpshooters near the oil
fields in southern Iraq. C
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that kind of destitution or political dan-

ger,” he says. It is this argument against

tyranny that Coerr posits as our coun-

try’s justification for war: “At no time did

anyone say or imply to any of us that we

were invading Iraq to rid the country of

weapons of mass destruction, nor were

we there to avenge 9/11. We knew we

were there for one reason: to rid the

world of a tyrant, and to give Iraq back to

Iraqis.” He grimly recalls that when

his commanding o∞cer opened the

desk of the top Ba’ath party o∞cial

in Ramaylah, he found a set of brass

knuckles and a revolver in the top

drawer. 

Coerr is not uncritical of Ameri-

can military bureaucracy. On one

occasion, when he had just learned

that his son was in the hospital for

oral surgery, that the Marine Corps

had omitted to pay him, and that

his wife had run out of money, a fero-

cious sandstorm severed his radio link

to headquarters. “I remember thinking

that day, ‘It can’t get worse than this!’”

he says now. “The infrastructure of the

American military can be highly prob-

lematic on its most basic level. Even 

receiving mail was di∞cult. One of my

commanders, Sid Heal, would complain,

‘You know, we got letters in Vietnam

faster than we get them here!’”

Along with his faith in the war, Coerr

brought back from the Middle East an

Iraqi o∞cer’s beret and a Saddam-era

flag. “It’s a time capsule for my son,” he

says. “When Jackson is older, he’ll look at

this and say, ‘Here’s what my dad was

doing while I was little.’”

“I think I’m ready for 
whatever comes”
“I don’t approve of journalists collect-

ing war souvenirs,” writes Newsweek re-

porter and Beijing bureau chief Melinda

Liu ’73 via e-mail. “I saw too many re-

porters picking through loot in Kuwait in

1991, and in Baghdad last year. However,

after touring one of Uday [Hussein]’s

bombed-out villas—what U.S. soldiers

called ‘Uday’s crackhouse’ because they’d

found some drugs there—I did take some

sheets of his personal stationery because

When Sidney Verba, Pforzheimer University Professor and
director of the University Library, described the library’s fledg-
ling Open Collections Program to members of the Overseers’
visiting committee, he said he imagined that donors would find
the program attractive to support. Soon thereafter, committee
member Lisbet Rausing, Ph.D. ’93, called Verba to say that she
and her husband, Peter Baldwin, Ph.D. ’86, would prove him
right with a gift of $5 million.

The Open Collections Program lets the University make re-
search materials from across Harvard freely available over the
Internet to anyone on Earth.“It’s the most exciting thing that’s
happened at the library in my time here,” says Verba, and he has
been director for almost 20 years.

The program began as a pilot project in 2002 with support
from the Hewlett Foundation and with Thomas J. Michalak, for-
mer executive director of Baker Library at the Business
School, as director. Its debut undertaking was to gather and
digitize research material on women’s roles in the U.S. econ-
omy between the Civil War and the Great Depression.
“Women Working, 1870-1930,” may be found at http://ocp.hul.-
harvard.edu/ww/. When completed in October, the site will
provide access to 2,250 digitized books and pamphlets, 1,154
photographs, and about 10,000 pages of manuscripts from the
libraries of Harvard College and the graduate schools of busi-
ness, education, medicine, and law, as well as from the Radcliffe
Institute’s Schlesinger Library and the Fogg Art Museum.

Every week or so, Michalak’s staff posts a list of additions to
the site. (He notes the constraint of having to stick to materials
that are out of copyright.) The list on July 17 included a 1925

U.S. Department of Labor bulletin entitled Family Status of
Breadwinning Women in Four Selected Cities; Zora Putnam
Wilkins’s 1923 Letters of a Business Woman to Her Daughter;
Annie Louise Patrick Hillis’s 1911 The American Woman and Her
Home, with a chapter on “The Home Life of Working Girls”;
William C. Hanson’s report in 1912 on Hygiene of the Boot and
Shoe Industry in Massachusetts; an 1898 edition of Wendell
Phillips’s Speeches on Rights of Women; and Alexander Walker’s
1840 Woman Physiologically Considered, as to Mind, Morals, Mar-
riage, Matrimonial Slavery, Infidelity and Divorce.

The project took shape with much input from a committee
of faculty members of different disciplines, as well as Harvard
librarians and curators and others, such as secondary-school
teachers.“One faculty member would say, don’t forget the mis-
sionary and church work of women,” says Michalak. “Another
would say, don’t forget the importance of health and birth con-
trol. Another would say, don’t forget the work women did in
the home.” 

Michalak has just begun a marketing effort to bring the site
to the attention of potential users, and he invites feedback
from teachers, librarians, and students to help improve the
content, functionality, and usability of the site.

In July the library learned that the Hewlett Foundation
would make a second grant for the Open Collections Program,
of $1.25 million over 18 months beginning this fall. Michalak ex-
pects to use the money to expand the “Women Working” col-
lection into the earlier nineteenth and late eighteenth cen-
turies. He is quick to say that the on-line collection will never
exhaust Harvard’s resources on this topic.

A Gift for Openness

Oil fields on fire during the advance across the 
border, March 22, 2003
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I’d run out of notebooks and needed

something to jot notes on.” 

Liu completed her first assignments for

Newsweek in 1973, while in Taiwan on a

Rockefeller Traveling Fellowship. She

opened the magazine’s Beijing o∞ce in

1980. She has filed stories on Iraq since

1991, spending three months there in 2003

and again (to date) in 2004. The pull of

places in conflict, she reflects, began dur-

ing her time in Cambridge. “That I was at

Harvard during the 1969-1970 years of an-

tiwar activism in the U.S. (including

[protests] at Harvard) probably height-

ened my awareness of America at war. I’m

sure that had something to do with how I

wound up as a war correspondent.” 

Liu was one of only a handful of U.S.

reporters who remained in Baghdad dur-

ing the final days of Saddam’s regime and

throughout the “shock and awe” bomb-

ing campaign. Her dispatches chronicle

the eeriness of the

emptying city: she

wrangles for press

privileges with a gnome-like Ministry of

Information Press Center bureaucrat

who has no fingernails, and wraps the

mirrored disco-era décor of her Palestine

Hotel room with Saran Wrap and duct

tape in order to protect herself should it

shatter during the bombings. Her March

2004 coverage of an insurgent attack on

another hotel, the Hotel Mount Lebanon,

is among her most harrowing: “The site

of the huge explosion in central Baghdad

on Wednesday looked like Dante’s In-

ferno. I happened to be just a few blocks

away when the blast occurred…. The

crowd of Iraqi bystanders became even

more agitated when casualties started

filtering out into the street…Some of

them began roughing us up. I was pushed

to the ground. Then an Iraqi man who

could speak English grabbed my arm and

said, ‘Come with me, you’ve got to get

out of here.’ He helped me get away from

the crowd, made sure I wasn’t hurt, then

melted away into the darkness.” 

The site of devastation was only a short

distance from Firdos (“Paradise”) Square,

where Iraqi civilians, with a nudge from

American GIs, toppled Saddam’s iconic

The gift from Rausing and Baldwin
will fund the development by 2007 of
three new subject-based websites.“We particu-
larly hope that the Open Collections will ad-
dress subjects that affect the global community
and that can serve as neutral scholarly refer-
ence points in the debates of today,” said Raus-
ing in a library press release in July about the
gift. (Both Rausing and Baldwin are historians.
They did their undergraduate work at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, and at Yale, re-
spectively. He is professor of history at UCLA.)

The process of selecting topics will begin this
fall, but subjects already suggested to Michalak
or Verba include the global environment, the
history of science in various fields, religion and religious funda-
mentalism, the Middle East, and the development of American
industry.

“The need for a faculty leader is key for any topic we might
choose,” says Michalak. “If we can tie what we do closely to

teaching in the College,
that seems to me ideal.”
Says Verba, “We want to
pick a big collection, full
of rare materials, that is
particularly valuable to
share.” The materials
need not be in English,
of course. Harvard has
better collections on

many nations than exist in those nations, says Verba, which is
why so many foreign scholars come to Harvard to do research.
“We could do a website just on Ukraine, all in Ukranian,” he
says.“It wouldn’t be of much use in teaching at Harvard, but of a
great deal of use in Ukraine.”

Helicopters of the 16th
Air Assault Brigade,
Coerr’s unit, on an 
improvised landing
strip: a highway

Miss C.H. Lippincott, of Minneapolis,
wrote that she printed a quarter of a
million copies of this flower-seed catalog
to supply her patrons in 1898. The cata-
log showed pictures of Miss Lippincott
and of many parts of her store, with
women filling seed packets, fulfilling 
orders, answering correspondence—in
short, running the place. Visitors to the
“Women Working” website may wander
through every page.
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statue. Liu witnessed both the bombing

and the statue’s dismantling: “Saddam’s

downfall was very di≠erent from, say, the

ouster of Marcos in Manila in the ’80s

(where I also spent many months on as-

signment), or the deposing of the Taliban

in Afghanistan (where I spent half a year).

When those regimes fell, most of the citi-

zens I knew were either unequivocally

happy or upset. But in Iraq even the citi-

zens who were happy about Saddam’s

fall…were emotionally torn. Many didn’t

celebrate but just watched. At the time I

recall wondering about the Tiananmen

Square crackdown [which Liu covered in

1989] and what Chinese would have said

had the turmoil resulted in the toppling of

the communist regime.” 

Perhaps this view of history as a con-

tinuum explains Liu’s disdain for trinket-

seeking reporters. No object can encapsu-

late a war; during war, one collects only

out of necessity, not out of journalistic

tourism. From her self-made shelter in

her Palestine Hotel room, she wrote in

the March 31, 2003, issue of Ne wsweek,
“This is where I’ve stashed my food and

water, an air mattress and sleeping bag…I

could live, work, bathe, and sleep here—

for days, even weeks, if necessary. I have

two humongous plastic barrels of water

in case the plumbing goes out. I think I’m

ready for whatever comes.”

“You minimize travel”
First lieutenant Vincent J. Tuohey ’01

leads a troop of 30 cavalry scouts, ages 19

to 40, in the western Baghdad neighbor-

hood of Al Jihad (population: 100,000),

where his First Squadron, Seventh U.S.

Cavalry is responsible for conducting re-

connaissance, establishing checkpoints,

and carrying out raids. Tuohey often fields

the “Harvard question” from his men:

“Why the hell did you join the army?” His

answers range from steely serious (“I’ve

had the opportunity to plan and lead hun-

dreds of combat missions, where I’ve had

to make life-and-death decisions within a

few seconds”) to wry (“I’m too young for a

desk job”) to a mixture of the two (“Deci-

siveness, discipline, and focus were not

skills that I honed in college. Understand-

ably, Harvard did not prepare me for the

stresses of combat or the skills needed to

fight an insurgency—the army did”). 

Of the alumni interviewed for this arti-

cle, Tuohey seemed both closest and far-

thest from Harvard. He writes in an e-mail,

“Barret Bradstreet ’01, who is a marine in-

fantry o∞cer and is also stationed in Iraq,

and I have desperately tried to arrange a

reunion over here, but have thus far been

unsuccessful.” There’s a tone of the young

graduate—two friends who have tried for

a reunion—yet when pressed to describe

these attempts further, the soldier who re-

sponds could not seem more distant from

Lowell House or Ec. 10 class. 

“Barret and I have e-mailed each other

over here. The logistics of trying to visit

each other make a reunion unlikely. He’s

working in the west of Iraq and I’m in

the center, in Baghdad. There is basically

no time o≠ for either of us, given our du-

ties in our sectors. When you’re de-

ployed, you can be on the job for a year

without a day o≠. Also, travel in this

country, particularly in the center and

west, is extremely dangerous. Another

classmate was here for a few weeks,

In late June, Judge Douglas P. Woodlock of the U.S. District
Court in Boston issued a summary judgment clearing Harvard
University of three counts of fraud in connection with a pro-
gram designed to introduce market reforms into the Russian
economy during the mid 1990s. The program, administered by
the now-defunct Harvard Institute for International Develop-
ment (HIID) and funded by the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID), shut down in 1997 once it became
known that two Harvard affiliates—program director Jonathan
R. Hay, J.D. ’92, and Jones professor of economics Andrei Shleifer
’82 (Hay was based in Moscow, Shleifer in Cambridge)—had in-
vested in Russian enterprises through their wives (see “Brevia,”
September-October 2002, page 73). Because the HIID project
was implementing reforms that could have affected those in-
vestments, the government alleged that they represented a po-
tential conflict of interest, in violation of contractual provisions.

The U.S. government took legal action against both men and
the University more than three years ago, seeking restitution of
$34 million in USAID funding that had been paid out (on a $57-
million contract) and also seeking punitive damages, possibly as
high as triple the liability (or $102 million), under a provision of
the False Claims Act that punishes those who defraud the fed-
eral government. Judge Woodlock found that Harvard did vio-
late the USAID contract by certifying that the Russian program

was fulfilling contractual requirements even while the two men
were making the investments. But the court cleared the Univer-
sity of knowingly defrauding the government, and hence of liabil-
ity for treble damages. Woodlock wrote that “...it is unreason-
able to expect that, from rumor-like allegations of impropriety
and favoritism, Harvard could have known or recklessly disre-
garded the fact that it was submitting claims that were false....”

The judge did find Shleifer liable on one of five charges: that
of conspiracy to help Hay commit fraud. He found Hay liable for
two counts of fraud and one of conspiracy. Woodlock deter-
mined that the men were not acting within the scope of their
employment by Harvard University, but were making individual
investments for individual benefit. Hay’s liability under the False
Claims Act rests on his failure to disclose personal interests in
Russian companies. Shleifer argued that he was exempt from
conflict-of-interest rules because he was not actually employed
by the Russian project, but only a consultant.The court rejected
that claim. However, Woodlock asserted that he did not have
enough evidence to determine whether Shleifer was actually as-
signed to the project country (i.e., Russia), one of the require-
ments needed to define a conflict of interest. Hay and Shleifer
may file appeals, and future proceedings will determine what, if
any, damages are due the government from the three defen-
dants, including Harvard.

Russia Case Progresses
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working for CNN. He was in the Green

Zone, only a few miles away, [but it

might] as well have been a thousand. As

a reporter, he would have to justify

putting together an armed convoy of pri-

vate security to make it to my base,

while I would have to put together my

own convoy to get to the Green Zone.

Every time you travel, you risk lives, and

in some respects it’s a numbers game.

Chances are you get hit eventually, so

you minimize travel unless absolutely

necessary.”

Tuohey was commissioned in Harvard

Yard a day before graduating in 2001. In

2002, Harvard’s new president, Lawrence

H. Summers, began a practice of attending

the annual ROTC commissioning cere-

mony. Tuohey says he appreciates how

Summers has changed the attitude of

Massachusetts Hall toward ROTC and the

military: “It meant a lot to the alumni 

over here when he spoke at the [ceremony]

and mentioned many of us by name.” 

Tuohey arrived in Iraq in March 2004;

his tour is projected to end next Febru-

ary or March. 

“Conference in a 
combat zone”
At first glance, the titles of psychia-

try articles by Colonel Elspeth Cameron

Ritchie ’80 read like a list of the issues

the U.S. Army would most want to keep

out of print: Reactions to Rape, which re-

ports on the frequency of assault by a su-

perior on his subordinate; Suicidal Admis-
sions in the United States Militar y;  and

Breastfeeding and the Military, which dis-

cusses the incompatibility between sug-

gested U.S. Department of Health and

Human Services standards for breast-

feeding and the military’s stringent de-

ployment rules. Drawn to thorny topics

ever since her days as a joint biology and

folklore and mythology concentrator,

Ritchie wrote her undergraduate thesis

on the cultural and medicinal uses for

hallucinogenic plants.

After funding from the military’s

Health Profession Scholarship Program

financed her George Washington Med-

ical School training, she worked in Korea

and Somalia to fulfill her military respon-

sibilities. And because the military pro-

vided her with more global and interest-

ing work than the civilian sector, Ritchie

stayed on. From 1999 to 2003, she served

as program director for mental-health

policy and women’s health issues in the

o∞ce of the secretary of defense. At pre-

sent she is a Disaster Fellow at the Uni-

formed Services University of the Health

Sciences (the military’s medical school)

in Bethesda, Maryland. 

This past February, Ritchie represented

the American Psychiatric Association at

the first academic conference held in Iraq

since the fall of Saddam Hussein. Thirty

American medical professionals and more

than 700 Iraqi doctors met for three days

with the goal of reconnecting Baghdad,

the former “Mecca of Arab medicine,”

with contemporary scholarly debates.

The Iraqi Medical Specialists Forum, or,

as Ritchie calls it, the “Conference in a

Combat Zone,” has so far been the only

one of its kind, its ill fate foretold in an ex-

pedition Ritchie and two colleagues took

into the Medical City, a cluster of seven

hospitals in Baghdad. As the trio of Amer-

ican doctors and their Iraqi hosts drove

past the looted National Museum and en-

tered the dusty, under-sta≠ed, computer-

less Baghdad Teaching Hospital, two child

victims of a bomb blast—one dead and

the other near death—were rushed in.

Suddenly Ritchie’s conference colleague,

pediatrician Laurence Ronan of Massa-

chusetts General Hospital, pushed her

and shouted for her to take cover—he had

seen the red laser from a sniper’s scope

flicker across her ankles and back. That

ended any excursions by the visiting

American doctors to Iraqi hospitals. 

In a happier outcome of the conference,

Ritchie and Ronan linked Iraqi medical

students with their contemporaries at

Harvard Medical School (HMS). Upon

returning stateside, Ritchie visited

Boston to lead grand rounds at HMS and

the undergraduate International Health

First Lieutenant Vincent Tuohey at the polls
for the local Neighborhood Advisory Council
election; raising the flag with the NAC chair-
man on July 28; and standing at far right, in the
last row, with his platoon in Kuwait.
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Society, and spoke to students in the Har-

vard Hippocratic Society. She says she was

in daily e-mail contact with many Iraqi

doctors following her visit, but adds, “For

a while after the revelations of prisoner

abuse at Abu Ghraib, the number of e-

mails went way down. Now they’re back

up again.” A few Iraqi colleagues wrote

her on July 4 to wish her a happy holiday.

Under any circumstances, Ritchie ad-

mits, the connection between the acad-

emy and the military is likely to be un-

easy. “I’m careful about proclaiming my

Ivy Leagueness, for fear it might not go

over well.” She notes that at her fifteenth

reunion, her Harvard classmates ex-

pressed surprise at her pursuit of a mili-

tary career because “We all grew up in

the ’70s so we all were, to a certain extent,

flower children.” Meanwhile, as newspa-

pers daily report rising rates of troop

stress, Ritchie leads discussions on the

use of antidepressants in a war zone and

on the tactical need for sending therapists

to their patients, rather than vice versa. 

She hopes to return to Iraq this Sep-

tember.

“We have nowhere else to go”
“Though baghdad is the city where I

was born, lived for many years, and where

I completed my undergraduate studies,

after 13 years away from it, I dreaded my

return,” writes Nes-

reen Berwari, M.P.A.

’99, upon learning of

her appointment to

the post of Minister of

Municipalities and

Public Works in the

Interim Iraqi Govern-

ment cabinet. Her e-

mail continues, “The

chaos and confusion,

the out-of-control se-

curity situation, and

my role as one of five

Kurds in the cabinet

and its only woman

all generated in me a

strong reluctance.”

Her “strong reluc-

tance” requires no ex-

aggeration: in late

March, Berwari sur-

vived a second at-

tempt on her life. Two bodyguards, travel-

ing in a separate car, were killed.

Berwari worked with the UN in liber-

ated Kurdistan until 1998, when she was

accepted as a Mason Fellow at the Ken-

nedy School. She writes, “The Kennedy

School experience enabled me to re-enter

Iraq at a level where I could make a more

robust contribution to improve living

conditions….The KSG-instigated ap-

proaches I take and the public-service

language I now speak have attracted in-

valuable support from governments and

international organizations.”

In Berwari’s new capacity as minister,

she o∞cially oversees some 300 municipal-

ities, 40,000 employees, and 100,000 build-

ings throughout Iraq. Yet equally impor-

tant, she believes, is the protection and

advancement of women’s rights, particu-

larly through the codification of civil,

rather than shari ‘ah, law. In the U.S. State

Department newsletter Washington File, she

says, “For Iraq to move faster it is essential

for women to play stronger contributing

roles. Women need to have opportunities

to more actively participate in decision-

making….An enabling environment to pro-

mote women’s participation needs to be

enshrined within the fundamental law of

administration.” This enshrinement,

Berwari had hoped, would take the form of

a constitutional amendment guaranteeing

women 40 percent of the posts in all pub-

lic and legislative bodies. The interim con-

stitution has set the quotas at 25 percent. 

Yet Berwari is somberly optimistic. As

she noted in the Washington File, “For the

first time in Iraq’s history, it is the educa-

tion, water, and health sectors that are

getting the highest allocation in the Iraqi

budget.” To the Harvard community, Ber-

wari writes, “We will get through the cur-

rent turmoil just as Iraqi Kurdistan got

through a very similar period in the early

1990s, under arguably far more threaten-

ing circumstances and with extremely

limited international support. Now that

responsibility for our future has been re-

turned to the people, we have confidence

that our leadership will determine the

means to collectively get this country

under control and in a forward-looking

mode. Our lives and future depend on it.

Unlike the coalition administrators and

forces, we have nowhere else to go.”

Sara Houghteling ’99, a former Berta Greenwald
Ledecky Undergraduate Fellow for this magazine,
interviewed Iraqi-linked fellow alumni by tele-
phone and e-mail from California.

Controlling Conflicts
of Interest
Following a broad review begun in

early 2003, Harvard Medical School

(HMS) this May formally rea∞rmed and

updated its policies governing faculty

members’ potential conflicts of interest in

conducting their research. The revisions

maintain the basic architecture of prohib-

ited and permitted activities, and of uni-

versal disclosure of researchers’ pertinent

financial interests, first drafted 15 years

ago, but carefully address new aspects of

faculty involvement in medical clinical

trials and business management, among

other matters. The changes reflect current

relationships between the academy and

industry in the push to move promising

research into practical use: “from bench

to bedside.”

HMS dean Joseph B. Martin, who com-

missioned the policy review, cites “two

very important principles” that governed

the work: “to be absolutely certain that

Nesreen Berwari and Kennedy School classmates Michael Fenzel
(left) and Michael Shinners with fellow Kennedy School alumnus
Stafford Clarry, M.P.A. ’90, in Erbil, in the Kurdish region of Iraq.
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