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C H A P T E R  &  V E R S E
A correspondence corner for not-so-famous lost words

James MacKillop writes, “The quota-

tion, ‘The map appears to us more real

than the land’ (sometimes misquoted as

‘The map appears to be…’) is often as-

cribed to D.H. Lawrence. It is not, how-

ever, to be found in his published works.

Might it have come from an interview or

an unpublished work?” Can someone

provide a full citation?

John Palmer hopes someone can iden-

tify “a truly haunting short story” about

a boy who at night could hear the “long

ah” of the ocean surf far below his bed-

room window and who read a fascinat-

ing book that was the focus of the story.

The story opens with the line: “It was a

[?] book, bound in red buckram.”

“the writs of Antigua” (July-August).

Hiller Zobel and William Boyan were

the first to note that the correct refer-

ence is to the island of Tobago, and that

the judicial body in question was the

Court of King’s Bench, not Admiralty.

The chief justice, Lord Ellenborough,

declared, “Can the island of Tobago

pass a law to bind the rights of the

whole world?” in setting aside a judg-

ment of that island’s court against a

nonresident. The citation is Buchanan v.
Rucker 9 East 192 (K.B. 1808).

“snatching…skywest and crooked”
( July-August). From North Carolina,

Jerry Leath Mills o≠ered, “Here in the

South we are always threatening (usu-

ally only rhetorically) to snatch some-

body one way or another. The most fre-

quent form of this locution is ‘I’m going

to snatch you baldheaded’ (i.e., out

from under your own hair). Also com-

mon is ‘I’m going to snatch you 40 ways

from last Tuesday.’ Perhaps closer to

the queried phrase is ‘I’m going to

snatch you sy-goggling’—i.e., so vio-

lently it will leave you walking crooked

or catty-cornered as opposed to

straight. I think ‘skywest and crooked’

would constitute a genuine sy-gog-

gling direction.”

Send inquiries and answers to “Chapter

and Verse,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware

Street, Cambridge 02138.

might be that those who buy healthcare

are fragmented and much less powerful

than the large corporate entities that pro-

vide it. This could be used as an argument

for a single-payer system, or something

like it, in which government can bargain

with equal power with private healthcare

providers to hold down costs.

Cutler inexplicably does not deal di-

rectly with these important points—and

as a consequence, he too casually dis-

misses the value of one-payer systems. I

can understand this brevity, given that a

government system in the United States

is politically infeasible. But for e∞ciency
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