
late any standard conception of the

ethics of these professions.

The status of other conflicts between

the technical and the

moral senses of good

work, however, is far

more di∞cult to resolve just by relying on

traditional ideals from the three domains.

Should a journalist refrain from publish-

ing truthful but potentially embarrassing

facts about a public o∞cial for fear of “un-

fairly” influencing an upcoming election?

Is a young geneticist responsible for how

her scientific discovery is used, or the

price charged for it? Are actors account-

able for the degree to which certain audi-

ence members may be o≠ended by their

performance? Traditional understandings
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Freshman women
o∞cially joined their

male counterparts in

Harvard Yard’s dormi-

tories in 1972. But 25

years later, when Har-

vard College dedi-

cated a new gate into

the Old Yard to celebrate that event,

many assumed the anniversary hoopla

commemorated the start of coeducation

at Harvard itself. “Ironically,” writes

Phillips professor of early American his-

tory Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, “the very

e≠ort to add women to Harvard’s public

history erased a full century of their pres-

ence” at “its ostensible sister college,”

Radcli≠e. For many Radcli≠e alumnae,

“the new gate fortified old fences.”

Now, explains Ulrich, “a group of fac-

ulty, alumni/ae, students, and friends of

Harvard and Radcli≠e have joined

together to begin ‘rewriting’ Harvard’s

history.” Their new anth0logy, Yards and
Gates: Gender in Harvard and Radcli≠e His-
tory (Palgrave Macmillan, $26.95), also

represents a collaboration between Har-

vard’s Warren Center for the Study of

American History and Radcli≠e’s Schle-

singer Library for Women’s History.

The essays, letters, diary entries, and

historic illustrations reflect the fact that

“there have always been women at Har-

vard”—and arguments for and against fe-

male education as well. They illuminate

Radcli≠e’s “rich and compelling” history,

related to but separate from Harvard’s.

And they demonstrate that “gender is

present even when women are not” and

that “attitudes toward women inter-

sected with attitudes toward others who

seemed marginal to Harvard’s mission.”

The collection closes with a speech to the

College class of 2005 by Drew Gilpin

Faust, dean of the Radcli≠e Institute. “In

her view—and ours,” notes Ulrich, who

edited the anthology, “a more inclusive

Harvard demands a more inclusive his-

tory. This volume is one step in that di-

rection.” (An earlier version of “Rewriting

Harvard’s History,” Ulrich’s introduc-

tory essay, appeared as the cover story of

this magazine’s November-December 1999

issue.)                                                 �J.M.

Complicated Relationship
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