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wait! Let’s get back to the steam-tunnels,
where events seem to be coming to a head.

South of l___ house. 2:26 a.m. The
section of tunnel that rises over the
Charles, through ___ Bridge, eventually
leading to M___ Hall and easy, anonymous
escape, has proved a formidable seam in
what had seemed a thoroughly seamless
ploy. Swipe-card access only. Our fresh-
men, industrious as ever, immediately set
to jimmying the latch, unaware that the se-
ries of alarms they have triggered has pro-
vided campus police the investigative
equivalent of a trail of cookie crumbs. Four
cops close in, two from the general direc-
tion of the Yard, one from the Business
School, and one from his patrol of the
grounds of the Stadium.

“What’s that?”
The latch pops, the swipe-box flashes a

wild pattern of red and green lights, and
somewhere up ahead a door slams. The
tight echo makes the boarded passageway
seem claustrophobic—even co∞n-like—to
the trapped freshmen. For the first time,

they know they are
being chased. Now
more than ever time
is of the essence, and
they waste none.
Aware that their
planned exit is only a
stone’s throw away,
they charge ahead, to-
ward the ominous
echoes of the ap-
proaching policeman.
He is still 100 yards
from the M___ Hall
exit; they are at most
40, but the tunnel
tightens over each 
of the bridge’s arch-
es, forcing them to
hunch awkwardly as
they run. Their pro-
gress, though frantic,
is not fast.

Another noise. This one from behind.
The group is surrounded. But the opening,
on the right toward the M___ exit, is 

visible ahead, and
they’re only seconds
away. They hear the
heavy footsteps of
the approaching po-
liceman just around
the corner. So much
for plans. Every-
thing has broken
down. Thoughts of
confrontation fly
through six frenzied
minds: thoughts of
empty explanations;
thoughts of embar-
rassment; thoughts
of expulsion. But
this is no time for
hesitation. The six
freshmen plunge
ahead, their eyes
fixed on the door.         

Berta Greenwald Ledecky Undergraduate Fellow
Lee Hudson Teslik ’05 is shocked by the tomfoolery
described in this article.
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Last december, at the Cli≠ Keen Invita-
tional wrestling tournament in Las Vegas,
something unusual happened: Jesse
Jantzen ’04 lost a bout. In the semifinals,
Alex Tirapelle of the University of Illinois
took an 11-4 decision to give Jantzen his
only loss of the tournament, and, at this
writing, of the season. Perhaps it was
some consolation that Tirapelle is the na-
tion’s top college wrestler in his weight
class. Another factor: that class is 157
pounds, and Jantzen wrestles at 149: the
Harvard captain was wrestling “up.” At
that early tournament, Jantzen hadn’t yet
reached his fighting weight, and “I just
wanted to get in some good competition,”
he says. (Wrestling weight classes peg
athletes’ maximum weights at 125, 133, 
141, 149, 157, 165, 174, 184, and 197 pounds,

plus an unlimited “heavyweight” class.)
Opponents at 149 pounds have had a

hard time giving Jantzen much competi-
tion at all, at least as measured by won-
lost records. “He’s had his hand raised a
lot in his career,” says head wrestling
coach Jay Weiss, referring to the referee’s
convention of holding the winner’s hand
aloft. As a sophomore and a junior,
Jantzen was an all-American, going 37-3
and 39-2 respectively; in both seasons, his
only losses came against the national
champion and runner-up. His third-place
finishes at the 2002 and 2003 NCAAs were
the best showings by a Crimson wrestler
in the half-century since John H. Lee Jr. ’53
finished third in 1953. (Lee later coached
wrestling at Harvard from 1956 until 1986,
and was head coach from 1968.) This year,

Jantzen is ranked as the nation’s number-
one 149-pounder.

Thus, he could become the first Har-
vard grappler in 66 years to win a title at
the NCAA tournament this March. The
Crimson’s only previous national cham-
pion is John Harkness ’38, M.Arch. ’41,
who won at 175 pounds in 1938. An archi-
tect who lives in the Boston area, Hark-
ness was undefeated in dual meets as an
undergraduate. He has watched Jantzen
compete both at Harvard and the NCAAs,
and calls him a ”very good wrestler.”

Indeed. Jantzen became good with solid
coaching, a fierce dedication to his training
regime, and by wrestling competitively 12
months a year, which he has done since
starting high school. Many college grap-
plers train year-round, but far fewer do

S P O R T S

Maestro of the Mat
Wrestler Jesse Jantzen ’04 is the nation’s top 149-pounder.

John Updike, pencil salesman
The former prankster John Updike ’54, Litt.D.
’92, recalled the Harvard Lampoon’s “Fool’s
week” in a recent letter to the author.

The great time for pranks was
Fool’s week, when the newly elected to
the Lampoon board went through a
week of trial ordeals. I remember hav-
ing to borrow an under-the-car coaster
from a local garage and pretending in
Harvard Yard, over near Widener, to be
a blind cripple selling pencils. Some
other Fools dressed as priests gathered
around me and I set up a howl saying
they had cheated me. In response they
pelted me with some dead fish they had
hidden under their cloaks or cassocks.
We can deconstruct this as follows:
Friday was still Fish Day in the Roman
church, and priests were a fishy bunch.
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what Jantzen does; after the
college season ends, he
wrestles “freestyle” from
April through August.
(Along with Greco-Roman,
freestyle is one of the two
wrestling events in the
Olympic Games. Greco-
Roman rules prohibit
touching an opponent’s legs.
Freestyle is closer to stan-
dard collegiate wrestling,
but with slightly shorter
bouts and rules that make it
much easier to score points,
and give greater advantage
to the “top” wrestler in the
par terre, or referee’s, posi-
tion.)

Another Jantzen edge is
the chance to practice
against top-flight competi-
tors like assistant wrestling
coach Jared Frayer, a former
all-American and bona fide
Olympic aspirant, and vol-
unteer coach Dustin De-
Nunzio ’99, who placed
fourth at the NCAAs in
1999. “He’s so explosive,” says Frayer.
“Jesse’s the strongest guy in his weight
class, bar none—I don’t see anyone hold-
ing him down.”

“I have an aggressive style,” Jantzen
says. “I work hard and am in good condi-
tion, and I do very well from the top po-
sition.” He wins an unusually high pro-
portion of his bouts via pins; last year,
for example, 18 of his 39 victories (46
percent) came by pinning an opponent.

“His stu≠ on top—you can’t defend
against it,” says Weiss. “You can’t look at
film and figure out how to counter it.” In
one especially e≠ective move, the “crab
ride,” he controls his opponent using
both legs, both hips, and both arms, in-
stead of arms alone—“He’s like an octo-
pus on you—you can’t move,” says
Weiss. “And once you feel him doing it,
it’s too late.” Frayer chooses a different
animal metaphor: “He’s just su≠ocating,

like a boa constrictor—the more you try
to get out, the tighter it gets.”

Father Don Jantzen wrestled in high
school and at C.W. Post before becoming a
county police o∞cer and coaching the
wrestling team at Shoreham Wading
River High School on Long Island. There,
he coached his son, who passed a state-
mandated physical-maturity test so he
could wrestle high-school athletes as a
seventh grader. “I enjoyed it—Dad had

Ice Hockey
The men (8-11-2 overall, 6-8-1 ECAC)
continued strong play that often has
come up a goal or two short. By midsea-
son, their only Ivy League win was a 4-1
November defeat of Yale.Yet, right after
exams, the Crimson showed their
strength in Providence, where league-
leading Brown needed overtime to eke
out its 2-1 victory. Tom Cavanagh ’05 led
scorers with 21 points on 12 goals and 9

assists;Tim Pettit ’04 had 19 points on 6
goals and 13 assists.

After a dramatic 14-0-1 start, Har-
vard’s women skaters (15-2-1, 6-2-0
ECAC) dropped two games to Ivy rivals
Dartmouth and Princeton (where the
teams drew a combined 21 penalties)
before returning to their winning ways
by overwhelming Yale, 5-1. Nicole Cor-
riero ’05 led the scoring with 43 points
on 25 goals and 18 assists.

Basketball
Harvard’s men’s team (2-15, 1-3 Ivy) got
off to a rough start, but won their first
Ivy contest over Dartmouth, 56-54.

The women basketballers (8-8, 1-2
Ivy), Ivy champions the past two years,
will need a surge  to three-peat after los-
ing to Dartmouth and Cornell. Senior
Hana Peljto scored 39 points against
Lafayette to tie Harvard’s single-game
record, set by Allison Feaster ’98.

Winter Sports in Progress

As teammates practice in the background, wrestling captain Jesse Jantzen stands atop the wrestling mat.

P h o t o g r a p h  b y  J i m  H a r r i s o n
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coached me ever since I began,” Jantzen
says. “He was always in my corner during
matches. Like the rest of the family
[Jantzen’s mother Deborah, is a daycare
provider; he has three sisters and a
brother], he was never overbearing—if I
lost, he was never hard on me.”

As it turns out, that proposition was
rarely tested. Beginning the sport in a
youth wrestling club at age 6 has paid
dividends: as a seventh- and eighth-
grade wrestler, Jantzen compiled a 71-3
record and twice finished third in the
state tournament. Then he went unde-
feated throughout high school, becoming
the first four-time state champion in
New York history. He was twice national
champion and had an overal l  high-
school record of 150-0. Harvard was

Jantzen’s only choice, one partly in-
fluenced by family friend Andrew McN-
erney ’83, an all-American wrestler who
placed fourth at the NCAA tournament.

Jantzen, a sociology concentrator, has
been a sensation at Harvard, where he has
wrestled at 149 pounds all four years and
captained the team for two years. Even as
a freshman he qualified for the NCAA
tournament by finishing second at the
Eastern Intercollegiate Wrestling Associ-
ation (EIWA) tournament, where he lost
to an eventual NCAA finalist. He was also
Ivy League Rookie of the Year and First
Team all-Ivy. In his sophomore year the
EIWA tournament named him Most Out-
standing Wrestler after he pinned his final
two opponents en route to the title. Cur-
rently, his top Ivy League rival is Cornell

sophomore Dustin Manotti, ranked third
in the nation.

There are some remaining goals—big
ones. One is to lead the Crimson to a suc-
cessful season; while some injuries have
hurt the squad this year, there is ample
talent, including standouts like sopho-
more Max Meltzer, who is nationally
ranked in the top 15 at 141 pounds. An-
other is winning the national title at the
NCAAs this March. A third is to coach
wrestling and attend business school. And
last, to compete at the Worlds and the
Olympic Games in freestyle. “That’s been
a goal ever since I was 6 years old, watch-
ing the Olympics in 1988,” Jantzen says.
That was the year he started wrestling,
and right now, nothing and no one can
stop him. vcraig lambert

J O H N  H A R VA R D ’ S  J O U R N A L

Sure, he’s got the traits. He’s young
(34), bright, ambitious, intense, brimming
with ideas. He walks fast, talks faster, and
rarely wears a necktie. He’s also got the
trappings: a hardworking young sta≠, an
enviable client list, a headquarters in
downtown Boston that, with its exposed
brick walls and metal staircase, still looks
like the leather factory it once was. 

But the resemblance between Sean Mc-
Laughlin ’91 and his peers ends there. For
starters, his company, Eze Castle Soft-
ware Incorporated, has thrived, growing
steadily even during the recent recession,
as others flamed out. The firm, whose
products automate securities trading, has
grown from a single employee—Mc-
Laughlin—in 1995 to more than 120 today.
It ranked among America’s 500 fastest-
growing small businesses two years in a
row (number 81 in 2002, number 142 in
2003, according to the annual list com-
piled by Inc. magazine). 

Then there’s that extended family.
McLaughlin and his wife, Laura (Denes-

sen), are the parents of six young chil-
dren. As the eldest of 10 siblings himself,
he helped hold his family together after
his mother’s early death; more recently,
he has employed several of his five broth-
ers and four sisters, their spouses, and, in
one case, a spouse’s siblings, in his soft-
ware company. 

Finally, there’s his farm. You’d be hard
pressed to find another high-tech CEO
who not only owns, but actually runs, a
50-acre apple orchard. Not surprisingly,
that venture is profitable, too. 

McLaughlin’s take on it all—kids,
company, extended family, farm—is a
masterpiece of understatement: “I like
feeling busy.” 

Sean padraic mclaughlin was born
in Boston. His father, Dr. Stephen V.
McLaughlin, is a dentist; his mother,
Carol J. McLaughlin, who died in 1994,
worked with special-needs children. He
was restless and curious from the start.
“He used to take apart our toys and then

rebuild them,” recalls his sister Cara Mc-
Laughlin Gavin, fourth oldest and six
years his junior. “I seem to remember him
trying to build a helicopter once.” Some of
McLaughlin’s projects—notably, the heli-
copter—never got o≠ the ground. But if
failure intimidated him, he never let on,
says Gavin, now a medical resident in
Rhode Island: “Being the eldest of 10 in-
stantly gives you a certain amount of con-
fidence in life. You’re the leader of the
troops.” Later, McLaughlin graduated to
rebuilding cars, including a 1967 Volkswa-
gen that his father still owns.

McLaughlin began building companies
early on as well. He spotted his first op-
portunity after his parents moved their
fast-growing family from Boston’s densely
populated West Roxbury section to Wes-
ton, a lush suburb west of the city. “There
are a lot of lawns in Weston,” he says sim-
ply. His father helped him buy a used golf-
course grass-cutter and a small truck. Be-
fore long, McLaughlin had so many steady
clients that he began hiring his bro-

A L U M N I

Of Software and Apples
Sean McLaughlin ’91 isn’t your typical software CEO.
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