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cil member, a coordinator for visiting fel-
lows at the Institute of Politics, and a vol-
unteer with a new tutoring group that
prepares people to take their citizenship
tests—acknowledges an underlying thrust
for control. “People here are proactive, they
don’t like to not be in charge. If they don’t
like the way something’s run, they’ll want
to start another group. People here are so
ambitious, they get frustrated. They tend
to have a low tolerance for inefficiency,” he
says. Students who are accustomed to tak-
ing charge sometimes find it hard to decide
whether to surrender control and join
groups, rather than seek to lead them.

We are quick to recognize shortcom-
ings in what the College can o≠er—we
have a firm belief in our capacity to make
our experiences better for ourselves and
for others. But this unwillingness to take
one’s place in the extracurricular pecking
order might be symptomatic of another
Harvard tendency: the will to power. “If
we’re trying to teach you how to become a
member, we’re going to teach you how to
take your place in the hierarchy, to find
your way in larger groups and try to
change them if they don’t make you happy,
not leave them,” Kidd says. “There is a
great push to lead—students here weren’t
encouraged to be members, they were en-
couraged to be the president.” As Gross
says, “Everybody here is a leader or wants
to be a leader.”

Although he is cynical about the ten-
dency toward self-aggrandizement in
some groups, Jordan Thomas thinks most
new groups are formed because students
feel the need to serve a specific cause. “Ex-
tracurriculars give [students] a chance to
get away from schoolwork and still feel
‘productive,’ and the overachiever in all of
us likes feeling productive even while
doing something non-academic,” he says. 

Rather than just hang out, we like to
have a cause. In a culture of high stan-
dards, it seems it may not be acceptable to
be unoccupied. “I don’t believe that Har-
vard kids are the types who did the activi-
ties solely for their résumé,” Thomas says.
“They probably believe that extracurricu-
lars have come to define them and their
lives feel rather empty without them.”

I learned quickly, after a few lonely
lectures and breakfasts at Annenberg,

that Harvard is a place where you have to
make your own community: it’s not
spoon-fed to you. 

I admire my friends who push the en-
velope, spend their Saturday nights writ-
ing mission statements for new activism
groups, challenging the status quo in
their own way. In my case, having tested
the waters, I dove headfirst into the Crim-
son, where I found that I was content to
take my place on the ladder. It’s not be-
cause I don’t care about politics, public
service, or social justice—I do—but be-
cause I have found a community that, 
despite its flaws, is established but 
malleable. I have a capacity to change 

and improve what is already there. 
The community at the Crimson, and even

the building itself, have become somewhat
of a safe space for me. Despite all the time
I spend working there, I find myself there
on weekends, too. Is it professional train-
ing? Yes, it is. Is it gratifying to see my
name in print? Without a doubt. Is it a
place to go, a community to belong to out-
side of lecture? Absolutely. It is the look of
recognition I yearn for when squinting at
the Sanders Theatre podium.            

Berta Greenwald Ledecky Undergraduate Fellow
Rebecca O’Brien ’06 is a reporter and an editorial
artist at the Harvard Crimson.
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True Grit
Ryan fitzpatrick ’05,  the football
team’s multi-talented quarterback, is a
gamer. After breaking a bone in his throw-
ing hand in the season’s fourth game, he
reinjured it when he returned to action
three weeks later. Sidelined again for a
fortnight, Fitzpatrick started the Pennsyl-
vania game, only to su≠er a torn knee car-
tilage and a sprained ankle when a Quaker
linebacker laid him out in the third quar-
ter. Yet there he was at Yale Bowl the fol-
lowing weekend, throwing four touch-
down passes in a 37-19 blowout of the
Bulldogs. “He couldn’t run, he was playing
on one-and-a-half legs,” said head coach
Tim Murphy. “It was just a tremendous,
gutsy performance.”

Harvard’s third consecutive victory over
its Connecticut rivals topped o≠ a 7-3 sea-
son and left the Crimson in a tie with Yale,
Brown, and Dartmouth for second place in
the Ivy League. Pennsylvania, the defend-
ing champions, had clinched a share of the
Ivy title two weeks earlier and had capped
an unbeaten season with a 59-7 rout of
hapless Cornell.

Had Fitzpatrick remained undamaged,
Harvard might have challenged Penn for
the title. With a high-scoring o≠ense, and

an able defensive unit headed by all-Ivy
linebacker and captain Dante Balestracci,
the Crimson looked invincible at the out-
set. After one-sided pastings of Holy Cross
(43-23) and Brown (52-14), the team
rocked on with a 28-20 upset of Northeast-
ern—then ranked tenth in the NCAA di-
vision I-AA ratings—and a 27-0 shutout at
Cornell.

It was at Cornell’s Schoellkopf Field,
with its unforgiving artificial turf, that
Fitzpatrick injured his hand. Junior Gar-
rett Schires replaced him and played cred-
itably as Harvard overhauled Lafayette, 34-
27, and nipped Princeton in a 43-40 thriller.
Tailback Clifton Dawson, a freshman
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Elusive tailback Clifton Dawson picked up 
174 yards in 32 carries at Yale. A unanimous
choice for first team all-Ivy honors, Dawson is
the first freshman in Ivy history to rush for
1,000 yards.
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transfer from Northwestern, made his
mark in the Lafayette game by running for
218 yards and four touchdowns. Against
Princeton, the hard-running Dawson
picked up 183 yards and three more touch-
downs. With the Tigers clinging to a 40-
37 overtime lead, Schires pulled out Har-
vard’s sixth win of the season by drilling a
four-yard scoring pass to receiver Rodney
Byrnes ’05, who outleapt two defenders to
come down with the ball in the end zone.

Harvard had tallied 227 points, or an av-
erage of 37.8 per game, in its first six out-
ings. Not since 1892 had a Crimson team
been comparably prolific. But now things
went awry. Against Dartmouth, a victim
in seven previous meetings, Harvard
amassed 545 yards in total o≠ense but
could manage only a pair of touchdowns
and a field goal. Capitalizing on a bunch of
spectacular catches by
rangy receivers, the
Green left the Stadium
with a 30-16 upset.
The megrims contin-
ued at Columbia a
week later. Schires
had an o≠ day, and
two interceptions in
the final two minutes
wiped out a tenuous

13-9 Crimson lead, giving the
scrappy Lions a 16-13 victory and
e≠ectively quashing any fugitive
hopes of an Ivy title for Harvard.

The team gave Penn a tussle
the following Saturday, but
began badly by yielding 22
points in the first 16 minutes.
Starting at quarterback for the
first time in more than a month,
Fitzpatrick injured his leg in the
second half but went on to di-
rect a ferocious fourth-quarter
rally that fell just six yards short
of a tying touchdown. Penn’s 32-
24 victory guaranteed the Quak-
ers an undisputed league title for
the fourth time in six years.

When Fitzpatrick was at full
strength, his remarkable running
ability gave Harvard’s o≠ense an
added dimension. At Yale, where
he took the field wearing a knee

brace and with his left ankle heavily taped,
it was clear that his footwork would not
be an element in the game plan. Nor did it
need to be. Well guarded by his o≠ensive
line, Fitzpatrick mixed hando≠s to Daw-
son, who gained 174 yards on 32 carries,
with dropback passes. “I felt like Dan
Marino back there, just surveying the
field,” he said later. Throwing well, he
completed 13 of 22 passes for 230 yards and
four picturesque touchdowns. They came
on a 26-yard strike to freshman wide re-
ceiver Corey Mazza in the second quarter;
a 10-yard toss to Rodney Byrnes just 25
seconds before halftime; an 11-yarder to re-
serve tight end Kelly Widman ’06 in the
third quarter; and a game-breaking 79-
yard bomb to wideout Brian Edwards ’05
in the final period.

Yale’s league-leading o≠ense, which had
scored 40 points or more in five of the
team’s games, put up eye-popping num-

bers: 30 first downs and
555 yards on 98 plays.
Alvin Cowan, the ver-
satile Eli quarterback,
completed 34 out of 64
passes for 438 yards (a
Yale record) and two
touchdowns; receiver
Ralph Plumb had 15
catches. But Harvard’s
defensive unit came

through in the clutch, holding Yale to a pair
of field goals in the first half and mounting
two stalwart goal-line stands. With Yale on
the 3-yard line, 5-foot-8 cornerback Benny
Butler ’04 made the defensive play of the
game, deflecting a fourth-down pass to 6-
foot-7 pro prospect Nate Lawrie. And with
less than 90 seconds to play, it was the de-
fense that administered the coup de grâce,
scoring Harvard’s last six points on senior
cornerback Gary Sonkur’s 37-yard runback
of an intercepted pass.

Tidbits: On the fortieth anniversary of
the death of John F. Kennedy ’40, the Har-
vard and Yale bands joined to spell out
“JFK” and play “America the Beautiful” be-
fore the start of The Game.…The atten-
dance of 53,136 was the Bowl’s largest
since 1987, when Harvard won by a similar
score (37-20).…In games played since the
Ivy League’s inception in 1956, Harvard
now leads Yale, 24-23-1.

For the record: Fitzpatrick became the
third Harvard quarterback to pass for four

touchdowns against Yale. Larry Brown ’79
did it in 1978 and Neil Rose ’02 (’03) in
2001.…Clifton Dawson ran for more than
100 yards in each of the last six games. His
1,187 yards rushing is Harvard’s second-
highest single-season total. Only three
other Crimson backs have ever gained
more than 1,000 yards, and Dawson is the
first freshman in Harvard and Ivy League
annals to do so. He also scored 12 touch-
downs.…The 27-0 shutout of Cornell was
the first that Harvard had posted in Ithaca
since 1893.…This year’s 10-game scoring

Captain Dante Balestracci, a four-time all-Ivy
linebacker, spearheaded a Crimson defense
that pressured Yale quarterback Alvin Cowan.
In 10 games, Balestracci was credited with 96
tackles and eight quarterback sacks.

THE FINAL STANDINGS
Ivy and overall records; points for/against

Pennsylvania 7-0 10-0 346 164
HARVARD 4-3 7-3 317 221
Yale 4-3 6-4 354 284
Brown 4-3 5-5 244 246
Dartmouth 4-3 5-5 211 261
Columbia 3-4 4-6 211 283
Princeton 2-5 2-8 204 267
Cornell 0-7 1-9 130 304

A leg injury kept him from running the ball,
but quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick threw four
scoring passes in a 37-19 victory over Yale.
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total of 317 points is exceeded only by the
327 scored in 2000.

Déjà vu: Dartmouth rained on Harvard’s
parade in 1903, upending the Crimson, 11-
0, in the first game played at the Stadium.
This fall’s Stadium centennial celebration
was marred as well by a Big Green vic-
tory.…In the Princeton cli≠hanger, the
Tigers missed what would have been a
winning field goal in the final minute of
play. The same thing had happened with
seven seconds remaining in the 2001
game.…Harvard has won eight straight
against Princeton, the longest winning
streak in a series that goes back to 1877.

Encore: Captain Dante
Balestracci, a superlative
linebacker, is the league’s
first player to earn first
team all-Ivy honors four
times. He led the defensive
unit with 96 tackles and
was magnificent in the
Yale game, making eight
tackles, blocking an extra-
point attempt, and bulling
for a first down on a fake punt that set up
Harvard’s first touchdown. Balestracci re-
ceived the team’s Crocker Award, pre-
sented to its most valuable player.…Five

other Crimson players made
the all-Ivy first team: fresh-
man back Clifton Dawson,
guard Joe Traverso ’04, line-
backer Bobby Everett ’05,
and defensive backs Benny
Butler and Chris Raftery
’ 04. Though his injuries
sidelined him for three
games and parts of two 
others, Ryan Fitzpatrick

earned an honorable mention. An eco-
nomics concentrator from Gilbert, Ari-
zona, and Dunster House, Fitzpatrick 
will captain the 2004 team. �“Cleat”

Saber-Fighting
Warrior
At the en-garde line, Eunice Yi thrives 
amid the swordplay.

“There is something so visceral about fac-
ing o≠ against another person,” says fencer
Eunice Yi ’04. “You line up at the en-garde
line, and you both know that the point has
to end by someone hitting someone else.”
Yet a fencing bout also exudes
stateliness and ceremony.
First, the athletes test their
weapons to confirm that the
electrical circuits inside—
which help score the bout—
work. Then the fencers salute
their opponents, the fencing
o∞cials (called “directors”),
and, in national tournaments,
the audience. Failure to obey
protocol may be penalized.

After these niceties, con-
trolled mayhem breaks out;
rigid formalities attempt to
ritualize the underlying sav-
agery of the sport, which, like
boxing, is a nearly pure form
of one-on-one combat. Saber
may be fencing’s least civilized
event. Of the three weapons—
foil, épée, and saber—the
saber bouts are the least pre-
cise and the fastest moving.

How fast, you ask? Yi has won five-point
bouts (the directors award points de-
pending on a fencer’s success with at-
tacks, parries, and counterattacks), in just
30 seconds, although the bouts can also
last several minutes.

Foil and épée are “point weapons”: those
who wield them score by touching the op-
ponent with a spring-loaded, electrically
conductive tip. But saber is a slashing
weapon; you can strike your opponent
with the whole blade. “Saber is a lot more

flamboyant,” explains Peter Brand, Har-
vard’s head fencing coach, a saber fencer
himself. “It’s more athletic, the physical
requirements are greater, and you have to
make very quick decisions, much faster
than with the other two weapons. In
saber, it’s both a lot easier to score, and a
lot harder to defend.”

Saber, then, is a game of o≠ense. Cavalry
soldiers once used the weapon, which is
lighter than the other two and has a large
bell protecting the hand and wrist.

“Something about saber at-
tracts really intense people,”
Yi says. “Or, maybe fencing
with a saber makes people
very intense! During a bout,
you can vocalize, though
you can’t gloat. There’s more
yelling in saber—it’s more
aggressive.” Aggressive
enough that at almost any
point in the season, which
lasts from November to
March, Yi can show you
some arm bruises, since the
scoring zone in saber is the
entire upper body. (Epée
fencers, whose target is the
whole body, may have leg
bruises as well.)

Yi, Harvard’s top female
fencer, has thrived amid the
wild swordplay. “She’s ex-
tremely competitive and
fights hard,” says Brand.
“Eunice is very quick,
strong, and tall—that’s im-
portant, because of the

Eunice Yi holds her saber and
mask in front of a photograph of
Harvard fencers from another era.

HAPPY ENDING
A third consecutive win over
Yale ended a 7-3 football sea-
son on a high note.

at Holy Cross W 43-23
Brown W 52-14
Northeastern W 28-20
at Cornell W 27-0
Lafayette W 34-27
Princeton W(ot) 43-40
Dartmouth L 31-26
at Columbia L 13-16
Pennsylvania L 9-44
at Yale W 37-19
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