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years. “I found this way of telling stories
that didn’t have a filter, and it worked,” says
Winer, who went on to found UserLand
Software Inc. of Los Altos, California, which
makes Web-publishing products, and to
launch an even better-known blog, Script-
ing News. After arriving at Harvard in early
2003, Winer quickly adapted his blogging
software, Manila, for the University’s
Weblog community and launched the pro-
gram in March. 

Blogs are public on-line journals, writ-
ten in reverse chronological order, with
the most recent entries at the top. Unlike
most graphic-rich Web sites, they consist
primarily of unadorned text and links to
other sites, although serious bloggers also
upload photographs, audio, and video.
Blogs usually present a single author’s
voice, but increasingly groups and organi-
zations are using the format as well: the
law school’s LL.M. class of ’04, the library
at Harvard’s Rowland Institute, and the
Berkman Center itself, among others,
maintain Weblogs. 

All are part of a fast-growing world-
wide community dubbed the “blogo-
sphere.” About five million blogs now
exist, according to Perseus Development
Corporation; the Braintree, Massachu-
setts-based market-research firm expects
that number to double before 2005. 

What draws people to blogging? First, of
course, they have something to say. “I blog
to talk, to let it out, to experiment with
words, to Be Heard,” The Redhead writes.
“I miss standing onstage in plays I believed
in; I miss projecting my voice across a thou-
sand seats. I’m loud for a reason. I have a lot
to say, and a strong set of lungs, and pas-
sion. And maybe out there, someone’s got a
question I can help answer.” 

In addition, blogging is refreshingly
simple, requiring virtually no technical
design know-how, or special software.
Harvard users simply go to the project’s
website (http://blogs.law.harvard.edu),
where they can create a blog in two or
three minutes by following the instruc-
tions. From there, they can post text,
links, and photographs as easily as they
send e-mail messages. 

Blogging is also a cheap—or, in the
Berkman Center’s case, free—form of pub-
lishing using existing space on University

computers. And from a user’s perspective,
it’s wonderfully liberated from editorial
interference. “You know that old saying
that freedom of the press belongs to who-
ever has the press?” Winer asks. “Now
everybody has the press.” 

As Harvard’s diverse blogger popula-
tion illustrates, “everybody” isn’t the
stereotypical bored, barely literate
teenager. Today lawyers, librarians, and
researchers use on-line journals for net-
working and sharing information; entre-
preneurs use them for marketing and cus-
tomer service; college professors and
students use them to extend in-class dis-
cussion. They’re increasingly popular
among journalists, too. Several correspon-
dents (and at least one Iraqi citizen) main-
tained high-profile blogs at the height of
last year’s war in Iraq, and Harvard’s Nie-
man Foundation for Journalism devoted a
chunk of the fall 2003 issue of its quarterly
magazine to examining the role of blogs in
newsrooms. Politicians are adopting blogs

as well. By late 2003, nearly every presi-
dential candidate had one, though most
real blogging was being done by campaign
sta≠ members. 

At Harvard, as elsewhere, blog styles
are as di≠erent as the people behind
them. Many are on-line diaries, often fea-
turing an on-line persona or alter ego. The
Redhead—who by mid November hadn’t
missed a single day of blogging since the
project’s launch—writes about anything
on her mind: her job, a class, a party, a
conversation, an observation. “I let myself
have fun, but I try to make sure there’s a
point,” she says. Sometimes she prepares
a single long entry first thing in the morn-
ing or late at night; sometimes she writes
several and posts quick-hit entries—one
or two sentences on a single topic, writ-
ten as rapidly as an e-mail message—
throughout her day. (Fortunately, The
Redhead, a.k.a. Wendy Koslow, is pro-
gram coordinator for the Berkman Cen-
ter, where occasional on-the-job blogging

Caught between its nondiscrimination policies and a federal law governing military
recruiting on campus, Harvard has decided not to file suit challenging the Solomon
Amendment.The amendment, enacted in 1996, has since 2001 been aggressively en-
forced at law schools around the country: military recruiters insist on the right to in-
terview applicants on campus (most had been accommodated at locations off cam-
pus), even though the armed services’ ban against homosexuals conflicts with schools’
policies prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.The government
wields a blunt enforcement tool: the ability to withhold research funding—for the
University, $416 million in fiscal year 2003, little of which supports work at Harvard
Law School (HLS).

In October, 47 of 81 HLS professors signed a letter to President Lawrence H. Sum-
mers urging Harvard to join a lawsuit by a consortium of 15 law schools styled the
Forum of Academic and Institutional Rights (FAIR). FAIR contests the amendment’s
constitutionality, arguing that the Defense Department’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy
violates the schools’ commitment to nondiscrimination.

In a late November letter to members of HLS Lambda, a student group, Summers
called the recent use of the amendment “unsound and corrosive public policy.” He
wrote that the underlying policy on military service “offends ideals of nondiscrimina-
tion and individual dignity” and deprives the armed forces of talented personnel, and
that threatened enforcement against universities which are “providing military re-
cruiters with effective access to students” is “draconian.” Considering all factors, how-
ever, he determined that Harvard would not confront the government “through the
quintessentially adversarial act of filing a lawsuit.”

Although Harvard will not litigate, faculty members may do so on behalf of the stu-
dents involved. Summers wrote of his full support of “the prerogative of interested in-
dividuals in the Law School community to pursue their arguments” as they see fit. The
University, meanwhile, will pursue political ways of making its case to the government.
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