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some sugars slow tumor growth, while
others accelerate it. Because heparinase re-
leases sugars from the surface of cells, the
Sasisekharans and the lab team injected a
couple of versions of heparinase into mice
with cancer. The researchers found that
one compound, heparinase III, inhibited
tumor growth because of the particular
sugars it released from cancerous cells.
Momenta hopes to turn that knowledge
into new anti-cancer therapies.

Like his mentor Robert Langer, Sasi-
sekharan, now 38, rarely slows down.
This year, he has helped to launch an-
other startup, BioScale Inc., whose pur-
pose is to make sensors that can recog-
nize pathogens that might be used by
bioterrorists. In addition, he is involved
in an international research e≠ort to
study sugars as a part of a $35-million
consortium which is funded by the U.S.
National Institutes of Health. And he

continues to hope for the sweetest possi-
ble success—discovering a life-saving
medical breakthrough. “I would be
humbly gratified,” he says, “if one really
useful product comes out of my e≠orts.”

�mike may

Mike May, a former associate editor at Ameri-
can Scientist, is a freelance writer who special-
izes in science and technology stories. He lives in
Madison, Indiana.
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Alumni Abroad
As classes resumed in Cambridge,
alumni on both sides of the Atlantic were
gearing up for the “Harvard in Europe”
conference in London.

The event, to be held November 14 and
15, is part of the Harvard Alumni Associa-
tion’s Global Series. President Lawrence
H. Summers will give the keynote address;
more than a dozen other Harvard faculty
members and administrators will also
speak. (Harvard Magazine will report on the
proceedings in its January-February 2004
issue.)

The conference is cosponsored by the
Harvard Clubs of Europe and hosted by
the Harvard Club of the United Kingdom.
For additional details, visit www.haa.har-
vard.edu/globalseries, call Hillary Olk at
617-495-5416, or e-mail her at hillary_olk@-
harvard.edu.

While in London, participants may
wish to visit Southwark Cathedral, on the
south side of the River Thames near Lon-
don Bridge. The cathedral—the city’s old-
est Gothic structure—houses a little-
known Harvard link: in 1607, a butcher’s
son named John Harvard was baptized
there. Nearly 350 years later, Harvard
alumni helped fund repairs to the ancient
structure; in gratitude, church o∞cials re-
named a chapel inside the church in Har-
vard’s honor. 

Today, the Harvard Club of the United
Kingdom hopes to restore the chapel’s
aging stained-glass window, a 1905 gift
from then-U.S. ambassador to England
Joseph H. Choate, A.B. 1852. The window’s
imagery includes a depiction of Christ’s
baptism and the coats of arms of Harvard
University and Emmanuel College, Cam-
bridge, which John Harvard attended. 

With restoration costs expected to
reach $15,000, the club welcomes dona-
tions. For information, e-mail HAA Presi-
dent James V. Baker at jvbaker@post.har-
vard.edu. To learn more about Southwark
Cathedral and Harvard Chapel, visit
www.dswark.org/cathedral. 

Winning Combination
Shaka bahadu ’04 of Dunster House
and Shira Sivan Simon ’04 of Leverett
House are the 2003 David Aloian Memorial
Scholars. They were to
be honored at the fall
dinner of the Harvard
Alumni Association
on October 23. 

Established in 1988
to honor the late
David Aloian ’49, the
former HAA execu-
tive director and mas-
ter of Quincy House,
the scholarships rec-
ognize two rising se-
niors who have made
unique contributions
to their Houses and to
undergraduate life,
thus making Harvard
“an exciting place in
which to live and
study.”

Bahadu, of Detroit, ranks community
participation and enthusiasm as the most
important attributes for successful House
life. He’s lived his own philosophy by
serving as co-chair of the Dunster House
Committee, co-social chair for the House,
editor and producer of Dunster’s Mooselet-
ter newsletter, secretary for Dunster’s in-
tramural teams, and as a cook for the Dun-
ster Grille. He has also instituted two

enhancements to House life: an event wel-
coming rising sophomores with hot cocoa
and s’mores, and the Dunster House Com-
mittee Handbook, which outlines proto-
col, procedures, and the year’s events. The
biological anthropology concentrator will
spend a postgraduate year continuing his
clinical research on cardiac allograft vas-
culopathy (a complication of heart-trans-
plantation surgery), after which he hopes
to attend medical school.

Simon, of West Des Moines, Iowa, dedi-
cates much of her time
to projects benefiting
all Leverett House resi-
dents. Her contribu-
tions range from orga-
nizing the Leverett
House ’80s Dance to
coordinating a cloth-
ing drive with the
House and Neighbor-
hood Development
(HAND) program. She
has designed Leverett
apparel and gear and
ordered more than 500
hamburgers for House
study breaks. Outside
Leverett, Simon is
vice-chair of Harvard
Undergraduate Coun-

cil’s student-a≠airs committee, senior edi-
tor of the Harvard Health Policy Review, a busi-
ness associate of the Harvard International
Review, and a member of the Harvard Hip-
pocratic Society. A concentrator in sociol-
ogy, she will attend Mount Sinai Medical
School in New York City.

Home at Last
After more than two years of construc-
tion, the Harvard Club of New York City

Shaka Bahadu (left) and Shira Sivan Simon.
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