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The new president of the Harvard

Alumni Association, James V. Baker ’68,

M.B.A. ’71, had never been to America be-

fore he boarded the SS United States in

Southampton, England, in 1964 for the

journey to New York City, where he

caught a Greyhound bus north. His host

family, “the William H. Vanderbilts of

Brookline, Massachusetts,” met him at the

Boston depot. “I had driven to Southamp-

ton with my parents and my trunk would

not fit into the boot, so it was strapped on

top of our family’s car,” the British native

recalls. “When I arrived in Boston, my

trunk disappeared into the trunk of Mr.

Vanderbilt’s car….It was the first indica-

tion to me of how much bigger most

things were in the United States.”

Unlike the jet-setters among Harvard’s

student body today, Baker—an under-

graduate on scholarship—ventured home

only twice in four years. The second time

was as a member of the Harvard/Yale track

team, for the biennial meet with Oxford

and Cambridge. “And on that trip,” he ex-

plains, “I met my future wife.” Eleanor

“Maggie” Smith had been promised a

teaching job at Milton Academy, near

Boston, and attended a party for the teams.

“She was looking for someone from Har-

vard to tell her about Boston,” Baker adds,

“and ended up with a limey.” (Their son,

Christopher, is class of 1996.)

Foreign students were something of an

anomaly at Harvard until about 1944,

when the University opened the Harvard

International O∞ce to accommodate an

influx of overseas students due to war-

time closings of universities in Europe and

Asia. By the time he was a senior, Baker

was one of 162 foreign undergraduates at

Harvard (as compared to 492 enrolled in

2002). His status as a self-described “pure

Brit”—and his record-breaking turn as

the best distance runner of his era: he was

inducted into the Varsity Club Hall of

Fame in 1993—probably helped him stand

out among his classmates (he was also

elected first class marshal). But his status

has also influenced subsequent thinking

about Harvard’s increasing and, in his

mind, necessary global reach. “People do

not realize how far the Harvard name

travels internationally,” he notes. 

As HAA president, Baker wants to bol-

ster connections with and among the

University’s 35,000 alumni abroad, look at

“Pure Brit” Finds Second Home at Harvard

for security?” she asks. “Well, I need to be

alive to experience liberty. But what ratio-

nal person would be willing to give up free-

dom without gaining any more security?”

Ever since reading Dickens as a child,

Strossen has found injustice heartbreak-

ing. She belongs to many other human

rights organizations. “They defend par-

ticular groups or particular rights,” she 

explains. “But the ACLU defends all fun-

damental freedoms for all people. Ideolog-

ically, it’s a nonpartisan organization, and

that’s one reason we are so e≠ective.

There’s almost no legislator with a 0 per-

cent or a 100 percent ACLU rating. On a

given issue we’ll work with anyone, even

if we hate their other ideas. Even John

Ashcroft is good on privacy rights—for

gun owners! There’s plenty to criticize,

but it’s dangerous to demonize.”

Strossen observes that “extreme left-

and right-wingers are highly critical of

us.” The leftist National Lawyers Guild,

for example, has denounced the ACLU for

its “poisonous even-handedness.” The

ACLU has defended civil liberties for

Nazis, Oliver North, anti-abortion ac-

tivists, the KKK, and the Christian Coali-

tion. Conservative Republican Bob Barr of

Georgia was a paid ACLU consultant on

privacy issues, an area in which former

House Republican majority leader Dick

Armey of Texas “has been spectacular,”

Strossen says. “The ACLU is in one sense

the most conservative organization in the

country—we are conserving the founders’

ideals. Getting government o≠ the backs

of the people is the whole idea of liberty.”

In a sense, Strossen is still doing what

she has always done. She’s now an adult

version of the 15-year-old girl who wrote a

letter to the editor defending a school-

teacher who had been disciplined for

showing slides of Vietnam (“such striking

images”) with what she recalls as pro-

peace folk music playing in the back-

ground. The newspaper favored firing the

teacher. “It’s such a joy to be aware of the

kinds of violations of liberty I saw as a

kid,” she says, “and know I can do some-

thing about them.” �craig lambert

“People do not realize how far the Harvard name travels internationally,” says James Baker.
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how undergraduates are prepared for the

international world (he mentions lan-

guage education, internships, and study

abroad), and discuss the manner in which

international students are supported and

integrated on campus. Expanding Har-

vard’s relationship to the rest of the

world is a rising priority at the Univer-

sity, he reports, citing a passage from the

annual letter sent by William C. Kirby,

dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences,

to faculty members earlier this year: “Har-

vard has grown over the last century and

a half from a provincial college into a na-

tional institution. We now face the chal-

lenge of becoming a truly international

university.”

Baker, who retired from Goldman

Sachs International Ltd. as executive di-

rector of the company’s U.K.-European

equity-shares business in 1996, comes to

the HAA’s helm with ample experience

in alumni relations, starting with his

stint,   soon after graduation, as an HAA

elected director. An alumni interviewer

since 1972, he

served as the

president of

the Harvard

Club of Lon-

don (now the

Harvard Club

of the United

Kingdom) from

1993 to 1997,

before becom-

ing the HAA

regional direc-

tor for Europe.

He helped or-

ganize a Lon-

don conference

of club leaders

that brought

together o∞cers from 16 clubs in 13 Euro-

pean countries, and, this November, he is

slated to moderate the first-ever world-

wide University alumni conference in

London (see “Alumni Abroad,” below).

Other alumni conferences are tentatively

planned for Latin America, Asia, and the

campus in Cambridge.

In addition to his Harvard activities,

Baker’s post-retirement life has included

work as a business adviser/mentor for the

Prince’s Youth Business Trust, an organi-

zation that provides seed money to disad-

vantaged young people starting their own

businesses. “I’ve been doing it for six

years, so I’ve had a relationship with two

client businesses,” says Baker. “Both of

them have repaid their loans, I am glad to

report.” As governor of the Ashcombe

School in Dorking, Surrey, he has re-

cruited and interviewed new sta≠ mem-

bers and helped to redraft many of the

school’s policies and procedures. Baker

and his wife live in Cobham, Surrey, about

20 miles southwest of London, but these

days, he adds, “Maggie and I look on Cam-

bridge as a second home, where we have

as many friends as we do in Europe.” 
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Alumni Abroad
The harvard alumni association is

sponsoring a “Harvard in Europe” confer-

ence, designed to “engage our global

alumni in the intellectual life” of the Uni-

versity. The event takes place in London

on the weekend of November 14.

Highlights include seminars on “Con-

structing a New International Order,” as

well as symposiums exploring ethics,

global leadership, and the forefront of

neuroscience. Several side excursions are

also planned—among them, tours of

Stonehenge, London’s art treasures,

“Winston Churchill’s London,” and a pil-

grimage to Harvard’s roots at Cambridge

University.

President Lawrence H. Summers will

give the keynote address on Saturday

night; William C. Kirby, dean of the Fac-

ulty of Arts and Sciences, and provost

Steven E. Hyman will also speak over the

weekend. The master of ceremonies is

HAA president (and British native) James

V. Baker ’68, M.B.A. ’71.

Sponsored by the HAA in partnership

with the Harvard Clubs of Europe, the

event is hosted by the Harvard Club of the

United Kingdom. For further program de-

tails and registration information, contact

Hillary Olk by e-mail (hillary_olk@-

harvard.edu) or by phone (617-495-5416),

or visit www.haa.harvard.edu/globalseries. 

Well Done
Established in 1990, the HAA Awards

recognize outstanding service to the

University by alumni volunteers. Six re-

cipients will be honored

on October 23, during

the HAA directors’ fall

meeting.

Scott A. Abell ’72, of

Akron, Ohio, was presi-

dent of the HAA in 2001-

2002 and has also served

as an HAA regional director and as presi-

dent of the Harvard Club of Akron, chair-

ing its schools and scholarships committee

for more than 20 years. He now serves on

the Committee on University Resources.

Until 2001, Abell was the chairman/CEO of

the financial services company Abell &

Associates Inc. 

Catherine A. Connett,
M.B.A. ’79, of St. Paul,

Minnesota, now director

of the Center for Entre-

preneurship in Minne-

apolis, was the first wo-

man president of the

Harvard Business School

Alumni Association. Active in both the

Harvard Club of Minnesota and the HBS

Club of Minnesota, she is an alumni in-

terviewer for HBS and has chaired the

global alumni conferences committee,

which organizes an annual gathering for

business leaders and HBS alumni and

faculty members. 

Joy Fallon ’78, J.D. ’82,

of Newton, Mass., was a

Radcli≠e trustee and

president of the Radcli≠e

College Alumnae Associ-

ation from 1993 to 1995.

She chaired her fifth re-

union committee for Har-

vard Law School, and has served as a

member and chair of the HAA’s Overseer

and director nominating committee. The

former executive assistant United States

attorney for the district of Massachusetts,

she is now the associate

for urban and justice min-

istry at Trinity Church in

Boston.

Joan Porter MacIver
’75, of Halstead, England,

has served as vice presi-

dent and president of the

Harvard Club of the U.K.
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