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much to recommend it from a visual

standpoint) could see that Charles B.

Watson Jr. ’03, of Currier House and Co-

lumbia, South Carolina, delivering the

first of three traditional student “parts,”

the Latin Salutatory, was telling degree

candidates to “go forward

boldly and create a monu-

ment more lasting than

bronze or marble” because

a translation of his Latin

flashed across the bottom

of the screen like subtitles

in a foreign film. Eric B.

Hart ’03, of Eliot House

and Connell, Washington,

urged civility in public

discourse, and Elizabeth

Carpenter, M.B.A. ’03, of

Wilmington, Delaware,

explained what poems

and discounted cash flows

have in common (see page

62 for both speeches).

At the Medical School, which has an af-

ternoon speaker of its own, Paul Farmer,

medical codirector of Clinique Bon

Sauveur, a charity hospital in rural Haiti,

laid a great burden on the shoulders of

new graduates. They must see the world

as it really is, burdened with global health

inequities. “Now why dredge up this

dreary stu≠ on a day of celebration?” he

asked. “Because you, members of the class

of 2003, can change all this. And you

must.” Mary-

knoll mission-

ary Wil liam

McIntire ’53, A.M. ’57, of Bangladesh, had

said earlier in a symposium that the

growing global disparity between rich

and poor, rather than a clash of civi-

lizations, is the greatest danger fac-

ing the world today.

In Tercentenary Theatre that af-

ternoon, Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de

León, former president of Mexico

and now director of the Yale Center

for the Study of Globalism, praised

the United States for being the lead

architect of important international

organizations in the first half of the

twentieth century, but scolded it

for its current “aggressive unipolar-

ity.” “All the nations on earth, even

the most powerful one, need the

multilateral system,” he said. “Can

terrorism be defeated without inter-

national cooper-

ation? Never.”

(Zedillo’s speech

will appear in

the September-

October print

edition of this

magazine and

may be read

now at www.-

harvard-maga-

zine.com.)

Honoris Causa
Two women and nine men received honorary de-
grees at Harvard’s 352nd Commencement. In the
absence of a University marshal, Provost Steven
Hyman introduced honorands to the Commence-
ment audience. In order of presentation, this
year’s honorands were:

Donald E. Knuth. A founding father

of computer science. His work on al-

gorithms and literate programming

laid essential foundations for mod-

ern computing; his work on digital

typography has been hailed as one of

the great advances in publishing since

the invention of the printing press.

He is professor emeritus of the art of

computer programming at Stanford.

Doctor of science: Font of digital inge-
nuity, icon of algorithmic invention, whose
artful e≠orts have programmed the course
of a powerful modern science.

Linda Nochlin. One of the foremost liv-

ing scholars of art, she is known for her

formative influence on the understanding

of nineteenth-century European art and

culture and for her feminist perspective

on the history of art. The Wallace profes-

sor of modern art at New York University,

she will be at Harvard in the coming aca-

demic year as the Charles Eliot Norton

professor. Doctor of letters: Fierce in her in-
dependence, eloquent in her iconoclasm, a trans-
formational scholar who engenders fresh per-

spectives on the history of art.

Gary Becker. Nobel laureate Becker

is a University Professor in the de-

partments of both economics and

sociology at the University of Chi-

cago. He focuses what he calls the

economic way of looking at life on

social issues beyond the traditional

scope of economics, ranging from

discrimination against minorities to

marriage and family life. Doctor of

laws: Transcending the traditions of his
discipline, seeing social behavior through an
acute new lens, he shows how economics
helps us make the most of life.
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Elliot Forbes ’41, A.M. ’47. “If music

be the food of love,” said Provost

Hyman, “our next guest has kept the

Harvard community well-fed and

well-loved for decades.” Forbes is the

Peabody professor of music emeritus

and former director of the Harvard

Glee Club and the Radcli≠e Choral

Society. (He got a standing ovation

from the Commencement Choir.)

Doctor of music: Magnetic maestro of
sonorous choirs, Beethoven scholar extraor-
dinaire, a buoyant man of music lifting
voices and spirits on the wings of song.

P. Roy Vagelos. After service as chair

of biological chemistry at Washing-

ton University in St. Louis, Vagelos

launched a two-decade career at

Merck, rising to become CEO and

chairman. He made the drug Mecti-

zan available, free of charge, to millions of

Africans at risk for the disease called river

blindness. Doctor of laws: Superior scientist
and enterprising executive, farsighted philan-
thropist and friend of education, a worldwide
leader in striving for better human health.

Norman Francis. President for 35 years of

Xavier University in New Orleans, one of

the finest of America’s historically black

colleges and universities, he is past presi-

dent of the United Negro College Fund

and the American Association of Higher

Education. He is former chair of the

Carnegie Foundation for the Advance-

ment of Teaching, the Educational Test-

ing Service, and the College Entrance

Examination Board. Doctor of laws: An ex-
emplary exponent of the value and virtue of
learning, preparing countless minds to see the
outstretched hand of opportunity.

Ellsworth Kelly. A paramount figure in

American abstract art, many of whose

works inhabit a zone between painting

and sculpture. One critic writes that his

style is known for its “paradoxical coinci-

dence of austerity and sensuality, clarity

and evocativeness, flatness and spatial

ambivalence.” Doctor of arts: An avatar of
abstraction whose compositions re veal the
splendid elegance of elemental forms; his art
evokes the essential.

Mary-Claire King. A geneticist and epi-

demiologist at the University of Wash-

ington, she was the first to show that

breast cancer is inherited in some fami-

lies. In the 1980s, after a period of political

kidnapping in Argentina, she deployed a

genetic test to help reunite abducted chil-

dren with their families. Recently, her lab

has served as the DNA identification base

for the United Nations war-crimes tri-

bunal. Doctor of science: With boldness,
rigor, and compassion, she has propelled progress
in discerning the genetics of disease, while decod-
ing chromosomal clues in quest of justice.

Philip Roth. The author of more than 20

novels and short-story collections, from

Goodbye, Columbus and Portnoy’s Complaint
to American Pastoral and The Human Stain.
Doctor of letters: A daringly provocative
American original, whose searing sense of
humor and stirring sense of tragedy attest to the
proverb, “Troubles overcome are good to tell.”

Robert G. Stone Jr. ’45 (’47). In 1947

Stone captained the Harvard heavy-

weight crew that set a world record for

the 2,000 meters. Last year he con-

cluded 27 years on the Harvard Corpo-

ration, the last seven as its Senior Fel-

low. He remains the chair of the

Committee on University Resources.

Doctor of humane letters: Wise and spirited
Crimson captain, ever steady amid changing
currents, whose skillful steerage at the laboring
oar has kept Harvard riding on rising tides.

Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de León. As

president, he guided Mexico through the

financial turmoil of the mid 1990s and un-

dertook reforms that opened the way for

greater political pluralism in a nation

long dominated by a single party. He now

directs Yale’s Center for the Study of

Globalization. Doctor of laws: Resolute
champion of democracy and prosperity, who
launched a new era for his nation; astute ana-
lyst of global a≠airs, urging conscientious and
disciplined concern for the developing world.

N.B. The doctor of letters degree is given to writ-
ers, the doctor of humane letters degree to human-
itarians. Other honorands are awarded the doctor
of laws degree, unless they are scientists or artists.
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