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North Precinct Plans
Harvard has chosen architect Craig

Hartman of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill

LLP (SOM) to design two new science

buildings at the northern end of the Cam-

bridge campus, in an area between the Di-

vinity School and Oxford Street that is

known as the North Precinct. The Faculty

of Arts and Sciences (FAS) urgently needs

new laboratory space for professors in the

biological sciences; several programs

could su≠er severe setbacks if new space

isn’t built soon, say administrators famil-

iar with the situation. The envisioned

“West” building will consist of “wet labs”

devoted to such research; the “North”

building will accommodate environmen-

tal studies, engineering, and physical-sci-

ences faculty. Hartman is working with

residents of the Agassiz neighborhood as

he creates plans for these two buildings

on this residential edge of the Cambridge

campus. Harvard has already voluntarily

downzoned the edge closest to the neigh-

borhood, following negotiations with the

community and the city of Cambridge.

One block west, along the Massachu-

setts Avenue corridor, Harvard Law School

(HLS) is poised to embark on a feasibility

study for its own possible future expan-

sion in Cambridge, the result of a strategic

plan to reduce class size by adding facul-

ty, and to address other deficiencies

identified by students, faculty, and alum-

ni. The question of whether the Law

School might one day relocate across the

Charles River remains unanswered, but in

any event, planners say, the Allston site

would not be ready in time to meet HLS’s

anticipated space crunch.

Because both these projects are taking

place in the same vicinity, in an area that

encompasses one neighborhood, Harvard

has been making e≠orts to present the to-

tality of its plans—as best they are known

at present, and in light of increasing finan-

cial constraints—to both the local resi-

dents and the city government. Though

Harvard’s schools have traditionally done

their physical planning and expansion in-
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Harvard Law School plans a feasibility study
of its options for expansion in Cambridge.
The study area (designated with diagonal
lines) includes buildings either owned or
occupied by the school (yellow) as well as a
University-owned parking garage (blue).

schools—supports its remarkably broad

curriculum by relying on many lecturer-

practitioners. Recalling a conference of

judges a few years ago, Clark says a princi-

pal complaint was “Law professors don’t

know anything about what’s really hap-

pening….They’re very smart but wacky.” In

rebuttal, Clark mentions faculty members

with significant practice experience and

emphasizes the importance of co-teaching

(joining a faculty member with a practi-

tioner) and the planned ramping up of the

school’s program on the legal profession to

keep pace with highly specialized practi-

tioners and multinational law firms.

“Legal practice is becoming much more

global,” adds Clark, citing the prolifera-

tion of law schools in China. Throughout

the curriculum, in faculty research, and

among the ranks of the people brought to

campus to lecture and learn, the plan aims

for “an even more international” school.

That evolution will coexist with further

change in the faculty. Increasingly, Clark

notes, the faculty consists of people with

diverse disciplinary training, ranging from

quantitative methodologies to the human-

ities. That makes it harder for professors

to judge prospective colleagues’ qualifi-

cations, leading to temptations to base ap-

pointment votes on other factors. (As

someone who originally thought to enter

the priesthood and then acquired a philos-

ophy Ph.D. before specializing in corpo-

rate law, Clark, J.D. ’72, managed to bridge

those gaps personally.) Accordingly,

searches are now organized “informally”

by subject matter, and may evolve toward

a departmental or some other structure.

“Getting everyone to understand and ap-

preciate each other, that’s still the chal-

lenge,” he says. If the University moves to-

ward more central review of professional-

school appointments, along the lines of

the current Faculty of Arts and Sciences

“ad hoc” process chaired by the president,

that could introduce further change.

And the school faces decisions about its

future location. Although faculty mem-

bers voted overwhelmingly in 1999 to re-

main in Cambridge, the University’s plan-

ning for an Allston campus—possibly

including a cluster of professional schools

—continues apace, with deadlines later

this year. The capital campaign envisions

significant construction along Massa-

chusetts Avenue and Everett Street, where

a new quadrangle would replace a garage

and smaller buildings to accommodate

current and future personnel growth en-

visioned in the strategic plan (see below).

But in the not-distant future, the school

would become space-constrained again.

Accommodating those needs will be up

to future deans. Clark anticipates a sab-

batical year, to “travel the world of ideas,

instead of the fundraising circuit.” He

plans to focus on projects in corporate

governance, law and religion, and a few

other topics, when he can “read all the

things I want to read and not the things I

don’t want to—my idea of the good life.”

But until then, Clark will be in hard

pursuit of a dazzling capital-campaign nu-

cleus fund to pass on to his successor. As it

proceeds, he envisions HLS over the next

decade “connecting even better to the

academy, the profession, and the world.”
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dependently, FAS executive dean Nancy

Maull says there is “now in place a mecha-

nism to coordinate and present a unified

plan to neighbors.” 

At both the FAS and HLS sites, the need

to preserve existing parking has led the

University to pursue the extremely costly

option of putting it all below grade. De-

sign studies done by SOM, says Nazneen

Cooper, FAS assistant dean for physical

resources and planning, also showed that,

“in order to maintain the density and per-

meability of the surrounding campus, the

proposed development would need to

place a substantial proportion of the total

square footage underground.”

That is an important factor in the coop-

eration of neighbors, says William Bloom-

stein, a member of the Agassiz Committee

on the Impact of Development (ACID), a

neighborhood group spearheading negoti-

ations with the University. The larger

Agassiz Neighborhood Council earlier

voted 27-0 to pursue a city-imposed two-

year moratorium on construction, to

allow study of the area. But with the Uni-

versity’s multiyear SOM study complete,

and the sense that the neighborhood is at

least “open to working with Harvard to

see if we can find a mutually beneficial

arrangement,” according to Bloomstein,

the council voted 45-0 in December to

draw up a “wish list” of benefits or con-

cessions from Harvard. “The wish list,” he

says, “is designed to reflect not only the

impact of Harvard’s short-term projects,

but also the longer-term e≠ects of Har-

vard’s total buildout of the area over the

next 15 years.” Bloomstein hopes to have

neighborhood consensus on what should

be on the list by May. 

Though FAS and perhaps HLS hope

someday to develop more of this northern

part of the campus, in this first phase of

development—two years to construct the

subterranean parking garage, followed by

two years to erect the above-ground por-

tions of the proposed FAS buildings—

only about 200,000 square feet of the facil-

ity will be above ground. The bulk of the

space will be below grade.

Harvard’s Hammond
by peter j. gomes

Mason hammond ’25, G ’32, LL.D. ’94,

Pope professor of the Latin language and

literature emeritus, died on October 13,

2002, four months short of his hundredth

birthday. While I could speak of his schol-

arship here and abroad, and particularly of

his adventures as an o∞cer in Italy during

World War II, with a roving commission

to safeguard antiquities from the perils of

Nazi thievery, I shall speak of him instead

as a citizen—first of the University, and

then, more intimately, of the University’s

chapel community.

Hammond was our last link to the earli-

est years of the Harvard House system. He

was among the bright young men to

whom President A. Lawrence Lowell and

Professor Julian Lowell Coolidge turned

in the late 1920s and early ’30s as they

began the most radical transformation of

Harvard College since its founding—

young men whose experience and imagi-

nation were essential to the enormous

task of making a House a home. In his

twenty-fifth-reunion report, he wrote: 

When President Lowell proposed

the House plan, my experience [as a

Rhodes Scholar] at Oxford had con-

vinced me of the wisdom of break-

ing up the amorphous body of un-

dergraduates of our time into

smaller units in which the individ-

ual, particularly the undistinguished

individual like myself, could feel

that he had something to contribute

and that others were interested in

him. The invitation…to be head

tutor of one of the first two Houses,

Lowell, was accepted with alacrity.

The early archives of Lowell House are

animated by the energy and invention of

The Faculty of Arts and Sciences hopes to begin its inte-
gration of the massive parking lots of the North Precinct
into the surrounding campus fabric with the construction
of two new buildings. Clockwise from upper left: the
buildings and spaces north of Harvard Yard and William
James Hall that consultants analyzed to identify the key
design principles of this part of the Cambridge campus;
a three-dimensional view of existing conditions,
with areas under study in red; the overall area
northeast of the Science Center; in orange,
sites identified for new buildings.
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