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In a shootout between
the defending champions of
the Ivy and Patriot Leagues,
the football team fell to
Lehigh, 36-35, in the final
minute of play. The loss
ended an 11-game Harvard
winning streak; a week ear-
lier, a strong Penn squad
had snapped Lehigh’s string
of 26 regular-season victo-
ries, the longest in the na-
tion. Led by quarterback
Ryan Fitzpatrick ’05, who
had played key roles in the
team’s first two games, all-
Ivy wide receiver Carl Mor-
ris ’03, and tailback Nick
Palazzo ’03, the Crimson’s
high-output o≠ense pound-
ed Lehigh for three quar-
ters, and the Crimson held a
35-21 lead as the final period
started. But after a 29-yard
Lehigh field goal, Harvard
lost the ball on an errant
pitch from Fitzpatrick to
Palazzo, who had scored
three of the team’s five
touchdowns. The costly
turnover changed the mo-
mentum of the game, and
Lehigh cashed in with a pair
of touchdowns by shifty
speedster Jermaine Pugh—
the last with 48 seconds re-
maining in the game.

This year’s team seems fated to live dan-
gerously. In its opening game against Holy
Cross, Harvard held an 18-point lead in
the final period but gave up two late Cru-
sader touchdowns, one on an 85-yard
punt return by Ari Confesor, a fleet wide
receiver. With more than five minutes to
play, the Crimson o≠ense killed the clock
with a lengthy ground drive to preserve a
28-23 victory. At the controls was Fitz-
patrick, who came o≠ the bench when

Neil Rose ’02 (’03), the team’s record-set-
ting quarterback and captain, took a high
hit in the third period. Fitzpatrick kept
the drive alive by running for two of three
vital third-down conversions; the other
came when Morris, in a surprise move,
lined up at quarterback and rolled out for
a 10-yard gain.

With Morris performing his usual class
act as a receiver, Harvard has displayed a
formidable passing game. Rose completed

19 of 22 aerials in the
Holy Cross game, three
of them for touchdowns.
The most spectacular
was a 60-yarder to Mor-
ris that put the Crimson
up, 14-0, in the first pe-
riod. In the third period
Morris somehow materi-
alized at the Crusaders’
goal-line and gleefully
hauled in a long, wobbly
option pass thrown by
sophomore split end
Rodney Byrnes. (“I was a
quarterback in high
school,” the insouciant
Byrnes a∞rmed during a
postgame press confer-
ence, explaining that
he’d had to execute the
trick play with his gloves
on.)

In the first of five road
games on this season’s
10-game schedule, Har-
vard fell behind Brown,
18-7, but bounced back
to take a 19-18 halftime
lead and escape with a
26-24 decision—its third
straight over the feisty
Bruins. With University
of Arizona transfer Kyle
Slager at quarterback,
Brown scored on its first
three possessions, but

missed each of its point-after attempts.
When a sciatic nerve condition sidelined
Rose in the second quarter, Fitzpatrick
came on to direct three consecutive
touchdown drives that obliterated the
Bruin lead. Built like a running back (6
feet, 3 inches; 200 pounds), he carried 20
times for a game-high 131 yards rushing—
the most for a Harvard quarterback since
Jim Kubacki ’77 gained 154 at the start of
the 1975 season. Fitzpatrick also com-

S P O R T S

Taut and Suspenseful

Up for grabs: Airborne defender Chris Reftery ’04 (18) deflecting a pass intended for
Holy Cross receiver David Kasouf in the second period of this season’s opening
game. Behind Kasouf is free safety Xavier Goss ’03. Harvard pulled out a tense 
28-23 victory over the Crusaders.
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pleted 10 of 16 passes for 113 yards and two
touchdowns. When his team needed a first
down, he usually ran for it himself, picking
up nine in the course of the afternoon.
“Fitzpatrick was the di≠erence in the
game,” conceded Bruin coach Phil Estes.

Brown scored again in the third quarter,
missed once more on a two-point conver-
sion try, but nearly regained the lead in a
taut and suspenseful final period. With al-
most five minutes left, ace receiver Chas
Gessner caught a fourth-down pass that
would have put Brown on the Harvard
three-yard line—only to have the play
called back because of o≠ensive pass inter-
ference. Crimson defensive end Brian Gar-
cia ’04 spiked Slager’s next pass attempt,
and when an ensuing Harvard drive stalled
out at midfield, punter Adam Kingston ’04
delivered a perfectly placed kick that was
whistled dead at the Bruin two-yard line.
The Crimson defense kept Brown’s back to
the wall, and the ball went over to Harvard
as time expired.

Tidbits: Harvard’s winning streak stands
as its longest since the seasons of 1912-14,
when coach Percy Haughton’s squads won
22 straight.

Made to be broken: With each catch, the
redoubtable Carl Morris sets new Harvard
records for career receptions and career
yardage. In the Holy Cross game, Morris had
11 catches for 240 yards. He also returned a
punt; threw a key block that enabled Fitz-
patrick to pick up the final first down of
Harvard’s clock-killing drive; and took the

first quarterback snap of his college ca-
reer. (“We wanted our best athlete to
have the ball,” Harvard coach Tim
Murphy said later.) For his e≠orts,
Morris was named the Sports Net-
work’s National 1-AA o≠ensive player
of the week..…Having made nine tack-
les, forced a fumble, and been credited
with a quarterback sack against Holy
Cross, linebacker Dante Balestracci ’02
was named Ivy League defensive player
of the week. Like Morris, he was a first
team all-Ivy selection last year.

On the hoof: Senior running backs
Nick Palazzo and Rodney Thomas
give the Crimson a balanced o≠ense.
Palazzo, Harvard’s rushing leader in
each of the past two seasons, scored
the team’s first two touchdowns
against Brown. He also caught a pass
to open the scoring against Holy
Cross.

Ball security: During last year’s 9-0
season, Harvard committed only nine
turnovers, the fewest of any NCAA Di-
vision 1-AA team. It had just one against
Holy Cross; in the Brown game, neither
team had a single turnover.

Sti≠ competition: With Harvard barely
into the second week of its season, this
year’s nonleague opponents—Holy Cross,
Lehigh, and Northeastern—had a com-
bined won-lost record of 8-1. Lehigh’s
opening game, a 37-26 win
over Bu≠alo, was played Au-
gust 28, one day before Har-
vard squad members re-

ported for preseason drills.…Nationally
ranked Northeastern, due to visit the Sta-
dium on October 19, flattened four of its
first five foes.…Down the road, the Crim-
son will face a couple of fast-starting
teams, Penn and Yale, in its final games.
Penn opened its season by drubbing
Lafayette, 52-21, and edging Lehigh, 24-21;

Yale, coming o≠ a dismal 3-6
season a year ago, thrashed
San Diego, 49-14, and Cornell,
50-23. � “Cleat”
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Senior Nick Palazzo, the team’s leading ground-gainer
for the past two seasons, caught a seven-yard pass to
open the scoring against Holy Cross. It was the first
touchdown catch of Palazzo’s Harvard career.

Field Hockey
The stickwomen (5-1, 3-0 Ivy) got off to
a fast start, knocking off Penn, Brown,
and Yale in their first three Ivy contests.
Goalie Katie Zacarian ’04 notched three
shutouts in the first six games. Sopho-
more midfielder Shelley Maasdorp, along
with sisters Kate McDavitt ’04 and Jen
McDavitt ’06—both midfielders—have
helped spark the scoring.

Men’s Soccer
The men’s side (6-1, 1-0 Ivy) ran off five
straight victories after a 5-1 blowout
loss to Rhode Island.The Crimson’s 2-1

win over Brown was their
first against the Bruins since
1996, the year of Harvard’s
last Ivy title. Junior midfield-
ers Ladd Fritz (seven goals)
and Kevin Ara (eight goals)
have led the offense.

Women’s Soccer
After early losses to three
nationally ranked teams, the women
booters (3-4, 1-0 Ivy) shut out Brown, 1-
0, but lost 2-1 to Hartford. Senior for-
ward Joey Yenne, fifth on Harvard’s all-
time scoring list, had four goals and four

assists to lead the Crimson
in scoring.

Women’s Volleyball
The female spikers (4-6, 1-0
Ivy) won the Dartmouth In-
vitational tournament, shut-
ting out Dartmouth and
Maine by 3-0 scores. Cap-
tain Mindy Jellin ’03, averag-

ing 10.5 assists per game, could become
Harvard’s all-time assist leader by sea-
son’s end. Middle hitter Kaego Ogbechie
’05 was tops in kills with 164 (4.21 per
game average).

Fall Sports 

Volleyball setter Mindy
Jellin ’03 goes aloft.
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